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INSIDE TODAY 



TODAY'S NEWS 


Soya could replace the 
pollution of plastic 

Once upon a time, soya beans were going to feed 
the world - and, indeed, they are now used as 
ingredients in many supermarket foods. But now 
soya oil . could save the world again, by replacing 
plastics made from fossil fuels to build cars and even 
bridges. A team of scientists at a US university have 
just patented a technique which uses soya bean oils, 
instead of petroleum, to make cheap, light and 
“renewable" composite maceria/s. The new materials 
are already being used to buiid tractor parts, and 
their chief inventor said yesterday that they could 
easily replace metal parts in cars, such as body 
panels, without sacrificing strength. Page 7 

Hitler’s eyrie becomes 
research centre 

The remains of Adolf Hitler’s alpine retreat, the 
Berghof, on the slopes of the Obersalzburg above 
Berchtesgaden, where Mussolini and Chamberlain 
were guests and where Wider planned his invasion of 
die Soviet Union, is to be converted into a historical 
document centre in order to prevent the site from 
turning into a neo-Nazi haunt. Page 12 

China freedom demos 

When Jiang Zemin, the Chinese leader, arrives at the 
Whrt^ House for the formal part of this week’s sum- 
mit today, he will be greeted by several thousand 
demonstrators, many of them Chinese exiles, and a 
copy of the Goddess of Democracy — the home- 
made Statue of Liberty built by student protesters - 
that was smashed by Chinese tanks in Tiananmen 
Square eight years ago. Page If 

SEEN & HEARD 

Hedgehogs are no different from the rest of us when 
ir comes to wanting a warm bed for the night but it 
seems that some of them are taking things too far. 
Birmingham council has drafted in a team of higi- 
tech jc-ray operators to seek out hedgehogs who try 
to hibernate in bonfires , before they are lit next 
Wednesday. John Needle, the head of the city's Na- 
ture Reserve, said they like to snuggle down for the 
winter in piles of leaves and twigs and with 5 No- 
vember fast approaching they risk meeting a fiery 
end. Setting fire to Guy Fawkes is OK, but roasting 
hedgehogs is a bit cruel. 
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Child’s work, yes, but better 
than the Turner shortlist 



Youth culture: isfand People , by 12-year-old Tommy Heap, part of the ‘Young Visions’ art exhibition which opens on 7 
November at Islington arts factory, north London, featuring work by children aged 8 to 14 Turner controversy, page 14 


Markets flip back again 


After another turbulent day in 
world stock markets which saw 
the Dow Jones in the US stage a 
remarkable recovery, Jeremy 
Warner reflects on whether we 
are seeing a short term 
correction to overvalued share 
prices or a more significant fail. 

The question on everyone’s lips in Lhe 
Gl'ty was the same; is this just a mild repeat 
of 1987 with shares failing before bounc- 
ing back to even greater heights, or is it 
more serious, with the present turmoil 
marking the return of the bear after the 
great bull market of the 1980s and 1990s? 

As opinion shifted one way and the oth- 
er, investors were subjected to a roller coast- 
er ride. New York's slide on Monday night 
was translated into fails of up to 20 per cent 
in emerging markets across the world and 
some big - though less spectacular - slides 
in Western European stock markets. 

' But as the day wore on, confidence grew. 
When the Dow opened, it quickly recap- 
tured some of its lost ground with many 
market analysts making a distinction be- 
tween the shaky economies of the Pacific 


Rim and the underlying strengths of the US 
and European economies. 

Against the backdrop of a boom in the 
US and the UK and with the rest of Eu- • 
rope moving swiftly out of recession, few 
investors are prepared to believe that 
stock markets there should be experienc- 
ing any more than a small correction. 

Unfortunately stock markets have nev- 
er been an exact mirror image of the real 
economy. Equally unfortunately, they can 
exert a marked influence over it. As one 
leading London based market operator said 
yesterday, “there's no particular reason for 
markets to have a big fail right now but if 
they do and panic sets in. then there could 
be a slump in consumer and investment 
confidence and that might drive the US 
economy into recession”. 

When stock markets are at their ex- 
tremes, greed and fear become the over 
riding instincts. During the upswing; greed 
reigns supreme. Tempted by apparently fab- 
ulous returns, investors flock to the mar- 
ket, driving it to unsustainable heights. A 
speculative bubble builds up, fed by ever 
more unrealistic expectations of growth in 
the economy and corporate earnings. 

Most observers agree that Wall Street . 
had become “overvalued", to use the jar- 


gon. but they differ on the extent of the 
correction needed to return to 
normality. 

The downswing, when fear begins to grip 
lhe market and the bubble bursts, can be 
equally exaggerated the other way with pan- 
ic sell! ng driving stock prices to unjust ified 
lows. The effect on the real economy, par- 
ticularly in the US, where more than 30 per 
cent of the population directly invests in 
the slock market, can be profound. 

When a stock market crash erodes the 
savings of these investors, it invariably dam- 
ages consumer demand by making the dif- 
ference between buying that extra TV, new 
washing machine, or latest laptop. That in 
turn can lead to a slump in investment 

Few believe that this is what is going to 
happen in the US this time round. “The 
prospects of a recession look remote", says 
Paul Manduca, chief executive of Thread- 
needle Asset Management. “The big un- 
known is the degree to which people have 
been silly and borrowed heavily to finance 
their stock purchases, or over extended 
themselves in derivative markets. But at this 
stage, it looks like just a quick correction". 
Everyone hopes he’s right. 

Further reports, page 4 
Bus ness, page 22,23 


What can we learn from it? Patience 


. John Kenneth Galbraith 
ih the world’s 
best-known economist 
and something of a 
. liberal patriarch, whose 
best-known books have 
analysed capitalism and 
, who produced a ground- 
breaking study of Hie 
1929 Wall Street Crash. 
So we asked him what 
he made of the events 
of the past few days. 

Was there anything to 
be learned? 

“One has first to answer the 
question - what was the nature 
of this whole insanity? And it 
is very simple. Stock prices 
were going up; people got on 
the wagon to get the benefit 
and that pushed them up fur- 
ther, and this is a process 



which develops its own mo- 
mentum until the eventual 
crash - which is predictable, 
but the timing of which is not 
predictable.'’ 

He was not, he said, sur- 
prised that the fall had start- 
ed in the Asian markets. It 
could have started anywhere. 
Wbuld continued falls have any 
effect on the real economy, 
though? Yes, said Professor 
Galbraith: “The future effect 
now would be depressive on 


the economy. There will be a 
raft of comments today and in 
the days ahead, saying the 
fundamentals are still strong. 

“What will not be said is 
that a quarter of the people will 
be indirectly or directly in- 
volved In the market, so this 
has a direct effect, on sales of 
automobiles, hire-purchase, 
furniture, even fancy enter- 
tainments. The economy is 
not independent of the stock 
market.” 

Was there anything that 
could have been done to pre- 
vent the falls? “It was going to 
happen anyway: anybody with 
a sense of history knows that 
- from the Dutch and the 
tulip mania of the IfiOOsylotbe 
South Sea Bubble ... to 1929 
and 1987. This is all part of the 
pattern of history." 

As for the much-trumpet- 
ed system of market-breakers 
to halt selling, which was put 
in place after the computer-ac- 


celerated crash of 1 987, he was 
elegantly dismissive: “A piece 
of egregious nonsense." 

It was possible. Professor 
Galbraith added, that the over- 
valued technology stocks in the 
US, which took a particular 
battering over the past few 
days, were our equivalent of 
the tulip bulbs that caused 
that first Dutch crash. People 
“latch on to some special 
group of stocks. Ia the last cen- 
tury, when there was runaway 
speculation, it was the rail- 
roads, before that in the pre- 
vious century, it was wonderful 
opportunities for trade in the 
South Seas." 

Finally, was there any use- 
ful advice be could offer in- 
vestors as they peer ahead, 
wondering whether the slide 
will continue? “None. My only 
advice is to see this as a nat- 
ural feature of the system. It 
has been for 300 years and 
more." 
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Revealed: 
nanny's hard 
contract 


Louise Woodward's 
trial reached its final 
stages yesterday. It has 
been the trial of 
someone who went to 
America a willing and 
experienced child 
minder, but with 
teenage dreams of 
adventure in the US. 
However, the reality 
was different. David 
Usbome reveals details 
of her contract, which 
included curfews, 
cleaning, cooking and 
washing. 

Just days before 4 February, 
the day when Matthew Eap- 
pen lapsed into a fatal coma, 
his parents. Sunil and Debo- 
rah, presented Louise Wood- 
ward, their young nanny from 
England, with a new contract. 
It coolly laid down the terms 
of her continuing employ- 
ment with them. For Louise, 
it was take it - or leave. 

The document is a star- 
tling litany of do's and donl's. 
Probably, it fairly reflects the 
frustrations fell by the Eap- 
pens with a nanny who they 
felt was forever late coining 
in at night, late starting work 
and insufficiently attentive 
of their two children. 

Indeed, it was composed 
by Sunil Eappen after he re- 
turned home from work ear- 
ly one day in late January only 
to find 9-month-old Matthew 
lying unattended on the din- 
ing room floor and his big 
brother Brendan watching a 
video while Louise was in the 
basement doing her person- 
al laundry. 

% roost measures, how- 
ever, it is an unusually tough 
interpretation of what a 
teenage girl should be ex- 


pected to do for a family on 
her gap-year between school 
and university. She may have 
come with a nanny tag, but in 
fact she should never have 
been seen as more than a 
glorified baby-sitter. 

Louise was, for example, 
being paid SI 15 a week 
(about £73), substantially be- 
neath the Massachusetts min- 
imum wage. 

“During the times that 
you are responsible for the 
children [or child], you are 
considered to be ‘on duty'," 
the one-page contract says, 
adding later: “This time is to 
he used entirely for the well- 
being of the children and 
not for persona] reasons. You 
will not be on the phone for 
periods greater than 5 min- 
utes. You will not do your 
laundry. You will not be us- 
ing (he computer”. 

The note goes on: “You 
should be available one night 
per week where you will make 
dinner we will be able to dis- 
cuss any concerns of plans for 
the past or future week". 
Louise testified that on these 
nights she often cooked the 
Eappens beans on toast. 

“Your expected responsi- 
bilities include doing the chil- 
dren's laundry, changing the 
sheets once a week. Keeping 
their room tidy. Keeping the 
family room tidy; putting toys 
away, vacuuming. Emptying 
the diaper [nappy] pail as 
needed ... You are also ex- 
pected to contribute to the 
general upkeep of the house, 
eg. putting dishes away after 
dinner, helping set table, emp- 
tying the dishwasher, etc" 
Louise may not have been 
the perfect nanny, or even 
house guest. But nor was she 
indentured labour. 

Trial doses, page 3 
Au pairs in US - 
disaster in the making, 
page 18 
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Why Are You Shamed 
By Your 
Mistakes 


In English? 

A SIMPLE technique 
for acquiring a swift 
mastery of good English 
has just been 
announced. It can dou- 
ble your powers of self- 
expression. It can pay 
you real dividends in 
business and social 
advancement, and give 
you added poise, self- 
confidence and personal 
effectiveness. 

The iW-hiTh of this method 
are described in a fascinat- 
ing book, “Good English — 
the Language of Success”, 
sent free on request 

Respect 

Many people do not 
realise how much they 
could influence others sim- 
ply by speaking and writ- 
ing with greater power, 
authority and precision. 
Whether you are present- 
ing a report, training a 
child, figh t i n g for a cause, 
making a sale, writing an 
essay, or asking for a rise ... 
your success depends upon 
the words you use. 

Now the right words are 
yours to command! A 
unique new system of self- 
instruction speedily gives 
you a thorough grounding 
in every aspect of effective 
English — grammar, vocab- 



Shamed By /our English? 
ul ary, reading, writing and 
speaking. 

Never again need you fear 
those embarrassing mis- 
takes. You can quickly and 
easily be shown how to 
ensure that your speech 
and writing will be crisp, 
clear, correct. You can enor- 
mously increase your 
vocabulary, speed up your 
reading, enhance your pow- 
ers of conversation. 

What’s more, good E nglish 
commands respect. It can 
help you to cut through 
many barriers to social, aca- 
demic and business success. 

Free 

lb acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with this 
easy-to-follow method for 
developing a mastery of 
English, we, the publishers, 
have printed full details in 
a fascinating book, “Good 
English — the Language of 
Success", sent free on 
request. No obligation. 
Simply fill in and return the 
coupon on Page 8 (no 
need even to stamp your 
envelope), or write to: 
Practical English Prog- 
ramme, (Dept. IDE 17), 
FREEPOST 246, London 
WC1A1BR 
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% COLUMN ONE 

Dying woman wins right 
to take pain-relief drugs 

After years of fighting against motor neurone disease, Annie Lindsell 
yesterday won comfort for her dying days. Evidence before the High Court 
gave her and her GP. Dr Simon Holmes, reassurance that his plans to 
relieve her pain in her final moments are legal. Although it fell short 
of the formal legal declaration that Ms Lindsell bad sought, she 
stopped her case declaring that it was a victory for patients all over the 
country. 

Speaking at a press conference in a faint but firm voice, Ms Lindsell 
of TeddingLon. south west London said: “All the medical evidence 
before the court supported Simon in his view that the proposed 
treatment accords with accepted medical practice. 1 can now carry on 
with the rest of my life happily knowing that I have nothing to fear” 

Ms Lindsell, who was diagnosed five years ago with the disease that 
affects 4,000 people ayear, said she had brought the action because changes 
in the law towards voluntary euthanasia would come too late for her. 
The court heard that the former singer may have only weeks to live. 

She said that she hoped yesterday's judgment would bring hope to 

fellow sufferers, although 
it was too late for some 
of her friends who had at 
ready suffered from a 
similar fate. 

“Df Holmes was right- 
ly concerned about the 
lawfulness of giving me 
this treatment because 
of the risk of criminal 
prosecution far murder," 
she said. 

“I hope and believe 
that the efforts made by 
me, my doctor and my 
lawyers in this case bring 
an end to the unnecessary 
suffering inflicted upon 
unwilling patients by doc- 
tors fearful of being pros- 
ecuted under an 
uncertain law. It is a big 
victory for patient 
autonomy.’’ Sir Stephen 
said in court that the practice of doctors had been made clear by the House 
of Lords Select Committee four years ago. The committee had said it 
was permissible for GP5 to relieve pain for terminal patients even if it 
shortened their lives. This is the so-called “double effect" doctrine where 
the primary intention is to alleviate the patient’s suffering even if the 
secondary cause is to hasten their death. 

Expressing a wish to meet Ms Lindsell, Sir Stephen said she could now 
receive the diamorphine treatment that everyone hoped that she could 
have. Dr Holmes ,who joined Ms Lindsell at the press conference, said 
that he was comforted and relieved by the medical evidence which had 
supported his planned action. 

’Hie treatment will start only with Ms UndseU’s consent and on 
Dr Holmes's dinical judgement when the distress of forced feeding and 
the fear of choking: a common problem for MND sufferers, becomes 
, toomucb forhcrto.bcar. 

— Michael Streeter 
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TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.32 

Italy (lira) 

2,772 

Austria (schillings) 

19.76 

japan (yen) 

200.05 

Belgium (francs) 

58.09 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

Z29 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.16 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.82 

Norway (kroner) 

11.41 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.78 

Portugal (escudos) 

284.87 

France (francs) 

9.42 

Spain (pesetas) 

236.87 

Germany (marks) 

2.82 

Sweden (kroner) 

1225 

Greece (drachmei) 

447.07 

Switzerland (francs) 

2.32 

Hong Kong ($) 

I2J53 

Turkey (Hra) 

292,395 

Ireland (punts) 

1.07 

USA ($) 

1.63 



Source Thomas Cook 
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CARE IN THE COMMUN ITY 


Public suDDorts schizophrenics 



A' 


about how well schizophrenia can be managed- years 

Morepeople are aware of iltoi, 

ago andfofoe poll it was the most frequently menrioned_menuu ^ ^ 

spontaneously cited by SO per cen [?. f ^^!!’^ 1 j^f r0 priate medicine 

in !990.More than seven out of ten behewd that w 

and careful support people with schizophrenia can ^ J , . 
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— Genda Cooper 


CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


Bowie reaps rich reward from golden years 


Overdosing on the Spice Girls 


He may find it difficult to reach the top of the charts 
these days, but David Bowie (above) has leapt to the 
top of the British pop wealth charts with a person- 
al fortune of more than half a billion pounds. 

Partly as a result of his decision to invest much of 
his fortune overseas to avoid crippling tax demands, 
and bis ground-breaking decision to float himself on 
the stock market, Bowie now boasts a £550zn fortune. 
Even more crucially, Bowie is one of the few in- 
ternational pop stars who owns all the rights to his 
songs. He comes ahead of Sir Paul McCartney, 
Britain's second richest pop star with a fortune of 
£520m, and Tom Jones who comes in third with 
£275m. 

The creator of Major Tom and Ziggy Stardust is 
now among the 25 richest men in Britain, according 
to Business Age magazine’s first ever survey of pop 
wealth - equally as rich as former newspaper tycoon 
Tiny Rowland, and marginally behind internation- 
al financier George Soros. 

According to the magazine, Bowie began turning 
stardom into serious money in the early Eighties when 
he first put on his businessman hat and signed for 
EMI America. By 1983, when he signed his most suc- 
cessful album deal of £10m for Let ‘s Dance with EMI 
America, his personal fortune was already more than 
£100m. 

His own song publishing companies, Jones Mu- 
sic SA, Bewlay Brothers SA and Tintoretto Music 


SA, were set up, and Stenton SA was formed to han- 
dle film projects and video distribution deals and Iso- 
tar to promote his world tours. Bowie, together with 
tussupennodeP wife, Iman, uprooted all his companies 
to Switzerland where there is no tax payable on net 
profits. The success of Let's Dance was phenomenal 
and during his world tour to promote the album, 
Bowie kept his muskaans on a tight leash, paying then 
£ 1,000 a week plus expenses. 

This year alone, it is estimated that Bowie has made 
£60m. He received a flat fee of £1.5m for just one 
concert in Los Angeles in May 1983 where he was 
seea by 2 J million farts and, after expenses. Is esti- 
mated to have pocketed nearly £10 a bead - reportedly 
more than any other performer. 

In 1986, Bowie reached another milestone when 
all the rights from his previous Mercury and RCA 
albums were reverted back to him. And this year he 
broke new finan cial ground in the music industry by 
raising SSSm (£34m) in a bond issue put together by 
a United States investment firm and it is understood 
that capital repayments are secured from Bowie’s 
compositions and recordings up to 1989. 

Outside the Spice Girls, only two women feature 
in the top 50 on the pop wealth charts - Annie Lennox 
and Kate Bush, who come 34 and 38th respective- 
ly. At 20 years old. Spice Girl Emma Bunton is the 
youngest member in the top 50. 

— Jojo Moyes 


It probably will not worry the Spice Girls, or _ their 

the public has had enough of them putting their name to everything Cram 

Pepsi Cola to Asda. Two thirds of the country believes they 

names to too many products for their very expensive endorsement deals 

t0 A^rffiogtTa CIA MediaLab survey, 84 per cent of the pubhesay 
their purchasing decisions are unaffected by a celebnty endorsement How- 
ever, tbe survey only asked adults and most of the prod ucts e ndo . 
the Spice Girts- like Qmpa Chup lollipops and Walkers Crisps - are aimed 
■at the under-tens. The results have emerged a day before the five-piece w 
band is due to launch the Royal British Legion’s annual poppy day 

appeaL —Pouf McCann 
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Experimenting can harm your health 
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McAleese looks 
unbeatable for 
President 


The Belfast-born academic. Maty 
McAleese (right) looks unbeatable 
going into tomorrow’s Irish Pres- 
idential election, according to the 
latest polls. 

The growing margin over her 
nearest rival up 4 per cent to 15 
per cent in under a week, was re- 
vealed as gardai arrested a former 
political adviser to a junior min- 
ister in the last Fine Gael-led 
coalition government at his west 
Dublin home. 

Detectives are investigating a 
breach of Ireland’s Official Secrets 
Act in the leak of confidential 1994 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
documents detailing contacts be- 
tween British and Irish officials.. 

The poll findings show Mrs 
McAleese has survived and even 
gained from the bitter controver- 
sy dominating the last fortnight of 
campaigning sparked by two press 
leaks of sensitive official briefing 
papers detailing her role in high- 
level Northern Ireland political 
contacts. 

Tbe documents prompted ac- 
cusations that she had Sinn Fein 
sympathies, which she strongly 



rejected. The row was given added 
fuel by a public endorsement for 
her from that party's President, 
Gerry Adams. As some suggested 
the Irish Civil Win was breaking 
out again, those who sprang to her 
defence included Unionist MP 
John Taylor. 

The episode in fact reinforced 
her credentials as a serious polit- 
ical figure by showing hands-on in- 
volvement in the peace process. It 
led to Fianna Fail voters rallying 
around her, ending rifts caused by 
her selection ahead of the former- 
taoiseach. Albert Reynolds. 

The latest poll, for the Irish In- 
dependent, gave Mrs McAleese, a 
law professor and Channel 4 di- 
rector, 49 per cent of first prefer- 
ence votes against 32 per cent for 
her main rival, Mary Banotti, a 
Fine Gael MEP. 


The former singer, Dana Rose- 
mary. ScaJioo, and the Left’s can- ^ 
didate, Adi Roche, fottfhave 7 pen/"?J 
cent The sole mal&.tSh'didafer^l^?^ ! 
Derek Nally, an outspoken former 
Association of Garda Sergeants 
and Inspectors leader, and founder 
of the Victim Support charity, 
has five per cent. Ms Banotti 
should secure Nally and Roche sec- 
ond-preference voles, hut these 
alone will not enable her to over- 
take Mis McAleese. 

Mr Nally faded after falling 
out with advisers who wanted a 
trenchant assault on Mrs 
McAleese (claiming she had been 
“colonised by Gerry Adams' 1 ) and 
on diplomacy some see as ap- 
peasing Sinn Fein. 

Adi Roche’s support suffered a 
met-down after hitting a peak of 
38 per cent last month. A nation- 
al heroine for aiding child victims 
of Chernobyl, she never recovered 
from attacks on her allegedly 
“Stalinist" management style by ex- 
colleagues. 

Tbe media portrayed her as a 
gadfly lightweight, comparing her 
with PG Wodchousc's daffy 
Madeleine Basse l . 

The lone of press coverage 
sparked a vitriolic spat between 
Labour's policy director, Fergus 
Finlay, and Irish Turns editor. 

Conor Brady. 

— Alan Murdoch 




Novelty condoms do not provide adequate protection against sexually trans- 
mitted diseases and are not recommended for use as a contraceptive, the 
Government has warned. The Public Health Minister, Tessa Jewell, said 
in a Commons written reply that her department advised people to use 
only condoms which carried the British Standards Institute Kitemark or 
the European CE mark. Novelty condoms were not classed as medical 
devices under the Medical Devices Regulations and the Government could 
not use these rules to restrict tbeir availability, she said. 

However, the minister declared: “Any confusion and risk to health caused 
by novelty condoms being mistaken for genuine condoms would come with- 
in the scope of the General Product Safety Regulations, which are en- 
forced by local authority trading standards officers." She added: “We have 
not received any representations from the medical profession or Aids char- 
ities to discuss novelty condoms, but we would be happy to consider such 
a request if approached.” 
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by Chris Priestley 



ZITS 


by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 
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Johnny Cash has 
Parkinson’s disease 

The country and western singer. Johnny Cash, has 
Parkinson’s disease, his publicist said on Monday. 
Cash, 65, has cancelled a national hook-signing lour 
and postponed upcoming concerts because of 
his worsening medical condition, the publicist, Hei- 
di Ellen Robinson, said in a statement. Ms Robin- 
son quoted Cash’s manager, Lou Robin, as saying, 
“Johnny feels confident that once the Parkinson’s is 
medically stabilised, he can resume his normal work 
schedule.” 

Known as country music’s “Man in Black", Cash 
has recorded 1,500 songs and appeared on 500 al- 
bums. He has won eight Grammys, tbe latest - for 
best contemporary Folk album - for a 1994 release, 
American Recordings. 

Cash was touring to promole his book Cash: The 
Autobiography and was to have given concerts keyed 
to his latest compact disc. Unchained, Ms Robinson 
said. In the early Fifties .Cash began singing coun- 
try music, and in 1955. while working as an 
appliance salesman in Memphis Tennessee, he au- 
ditioned for the legendary Sun Records label. 
The result was his first hit, “Hey Porter." which was 
quickly followed by "Folsom Prison Blues”. “I Walk 
the Line" and other hits marked by his 
distinctive voice and no-frills arrangements. After 
winning practically every country music award, he 
was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hail of Fhme 
in 1*192. 

Parkinson's disease is a degenerative brain disorder 
that causes muscle tremor, stiffness and weakness 
Its cause is unknown and there is no cure, but drugs 
can relieve its symptoms. 

t 
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Just imagine... a 
new town, an 
airport and cruise 
liners calling here 


A Milton Keynes of the 
Far North is being 
proposed to stop the 
lifeblood draining from 
the remotest comer of 
the Highlands. Wild 
pipe-dream or panacea? 
Stephen Goodwin reports 
on an extraordinary 
regeneration plan. 

Not for nothing is Sutherland 
known as “Mamba” land - 
miles and miles of bugger all. 
It is the British mainland's 
most far-flung county and the 
most sparsely populated area 
in the European Union, tru- 
ly a place to escape the stress- 
es of urban living. 

For viators this is its at- 
traction but for decades its 
population has drifted south 
for work and the trappings of 
urban life. So concerned has 
a group of councillors be- 
come that they have proposed 
buildmg an entirety new town, 
of up to 40,000 people, to act 
as a counterweight to Inver- 
ness, burgeoning capital of the 


Highlands. It would be served 
by new mads, a rail fink, an in- 
ternational airport and a port 
for cruise liners. 

Caithness West Commu- 
nity Council believes only a 
“radical” solution will deal 
with deprivation in the “North 
and West Arc", stretching 
from Fort William, round the 
top of Britain, to Wick. The 
proposal is its contribution to 
a review of Highland CounriTs 
structure plan and will now be 
assessed by specialist officers. 

Terry Jones, secretary of 
the community council, said 
that, if treated seriously, the 
town could be taking shape in 
10 years. It would not be in the 
county of Caithness itself but 
farther west, by the sea lochs 
of Sutherland. 

There are onty 16JOOO peo- 
ple in the whole of Sutherland 
but councillors say people 
and industries such os tele- 
banking and call centres 
would be attracted by the 
natural environment and fa- 
cilities - shops, conference 
centre, hotels, golf courses, 
marina and theatre. 
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Markjones: big 
noise behind 
the Wall of 
Sound 



Remote control: Sutherland, the British mainland's most far-flung county and the most sparsely populated i 
attempting to stop the drift of its population south in search of work and the trappings of urban life 


ui the European Union, which is 
Photograph: GJyn Satteriey/Coiorific 






Lawyers play for final-act drama 


NANNIES VERSUS AU PAIRS 


Do not expect this to be 
like the movies. Judge 
Hiller Zobel cautioned 
members of the jury in 
the Louise Woodward 
case as they heard 
closing arguments. But 
as David Usbome 
witnessed, lawyers^ 
delivered a closing act 
more thrilling, more 
emotionally draining, 
than anything produced 
by Hollywood. 


With earnestness that occa- 
sionally edged into Vaudeville 
melodrama, both the defence 
and the prosecution teams yes- 
terday made their last, frantic, 
pitches to the jury in the Louise 
Woodward murder trial 
“Send her home,” skid the 


defence. Disbelieve this “as- 
piring little actress”, cried the 
prosecution. 

For the defence, Barry 
Scheck furiously indicted tbe 
doctors at the Boston Chil- 
dren's Hospital who treated 
Matthew Eappen on 4 Febru- 
ary, tbe day on which Louise is 
accused of killing him. Those 
doctors, he said, wbo later be- 
came the witnesses for the 
state, made a reckless rush to 
judgement in asserting that the 
injuries to the boy’s head were 
fresh and by implication were 
afflicted by the defendant. 

The crux of the defence is 
that the boy suffered an earli- 
er head injury that onty mani- 
fested itself and suddenly 
became critical on that day. The 
prosecution, however, contends 
that the injury, vehich led to cat- 
astrophic neurological distress 
and death five days later, had 
to be the work of Louise. 



On trial: Louise Woodward 


Laying into Eli Newberger, 
who beads the child abuse di- 
vision at the hospital and who 
insisted that abuse was present 
in this case, Mr Scheck ex- 
claimed: “What you have is a 
snap judgment taken less than 
24 hours after the patient was 
admitted, that this was a fresh 


injury and a scull fracture 
caused by an impact equivalent 
to a fall from 15ft.” 

“When you give an opinion 
like that, then you lock her up,” 
he went on, gesturing almost 
maniacally to tbe defendant sit- 
ting behind him, “and you are 
locked into that opinion. Don’t 
bother me with the facts." 
The high emotion of Mr 
Scheck, wbo crashed his fist into 
the lectern in his anger, was at 
least matched, however, by the 
lead prosecutor, Gerard Leone. 
For the first time, and in the 
most vivid terms possible, Mr 
Leone ended by spelling out far 
the jury bow Ms Woodward kjst 
all her reason on 4 February 
with a young baby who would 
not stop crying. 

“He is fussy and cranky. 
Why? Because she has been a 
little rough with him. She brings 
Matty to the bathroom. Boom, 
she drops him to the floor. Do 


you thmk she’s any less fussy 
now? No, of course not ... It is 
a slippery, set, cranky, fussy 
Matty Eappen now ... She 
grabs Matty and she drakes him 
because he won't stop crying .. . 
He doesn’t know that shaking 
means stop crying ... She keeps 
shaking him some more, she 
keeps shaking, she now takes 
him and slams his bead down. 
Matty Eappen is not crying any 
more." 

Without notes and pacing up 
and down before the jury box 
for a full hour, Mr Leone 
achieved a level of intensity not 
seen from the prosecution pre- 
viously in this triaL With his 
words in their ears and those of 
the defence still a resonating 
echo, the jurors retired to be- 
gin their deliberations after 
the lunch break. Of the origi- 
nal group of 16, four men were 
balloted out leaving a panel of 
nine women and three men. 


Claire Morton has been 
named Britain^ top 
nanny for her calm 
organisational skills and 
ability to fill her 
family’s home with 
bath-time giggles. 

As the Louise 
Woodward trial 
drew to a conclusion, 
Louise Jury heard nannies 
and parents express 
surprise that the 
Eappens had left their 
baby in the care of an 
unqualified 18 -year-old. 


Gaire Morton, 34, received 
the Nanny of the Year award 
from The Lady magazine 
yesterday, and named energy, 
enthusiasm and organisation 
as the qualities all nannies 
needed. The work was “great 
fun”, although looking after 


a new-born child could be 
difficult because of the 
isolation. 

Unwilling to be drawn into 
the speculation surrounding 
the Woodward case, she none 
the less said she was “sur- 
prised” that Deborah and 
Sunil Eappen bad been hap- 
py to leave their son Matthew 
with Louise. “An au pair is 
supposed to help out the 
mother, not be in sole charge.' 
They are supposed to do few- 
er hours, that’s why the salary 
is quite low,” she said. 

However, as Miss Morton 
received her silver salver and 
£1,000 cheque, one of the 
judges was much more forth- 
right in her criticisms. 

“It is terribly cruel to vis- 
it any blame on the parents,” 
said Anne Diamond, the tele- 
vision presenter. “But I think 
they were getting cheap 
labour. It sounds to me as if 
Louise Woodward was doing 
the job of a qualified person.” 


Gobsmacked 
by the 
Gogmagogs 



Una Stubbs: 
a most 
unexpected 
Lady Bracknell 








Designed by 
Dell. 


Built by Dell. 


Recommended 


by PC Pro. 
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PC Pro Magazine only gave one home computer its highly coveted 


Recommended Award for November 1 *: « was the Deli Dimension” 1 XPS 


D30Q MT. Beating the competition hands-down, it earned the verdict of 


“an extremely good value, feature-packed PC thar offers carting edge 


technology for under £2.000." It has everything you need - in a home 


computer that won't grow out-of-date quickly. But you won't frnd 


the Dimension XPS D300 MT in any computer store: to bring you the 


latest technology, we only build our systems after you order. In fact. 


we're the world's largest direct PC manufacturer*. So call us now. And 


award yourself an award-winner. 


"Wra November 1997 tour "Some IOC 


PC PRO AWARD WINNING SYSTEM 


penUum-fl 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS D30P MT mar - 

• INTEL PENTIUM* II PROCESSOR 300MHZ 

• 64MB SDRAM 

• 6.4GB HARD DRIVE 

•HIGH PERFORMANCE TRINITRON" TCO 17"OH.OUR 
SVGA MONITOR 10.26 DOT PITCH, 15.65' VIEWABLE AREA) penVM.m- 

•512XB JHTERJIAL CACHE 

•STB moan nVIDIA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 4MB sgram video memory 
•I2-24X CD-ROM DRIVE 

•AWE 64 SOUND CARD AND AUEC LANSING ACS290 SPEAKERS 

• IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE WITH 3 X 100MB CARTRIDGES 
•MINI TOWER CHASSIS 

•WINDOWS 95 AND MICROSOFT* OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 

£\799 (£ 2,1 49 . 08 ... .,) 

•ADD A US ROBOTKS 56KB MODEM FOR ONLY £70 (£82.25) INC VAT) 

•WE HAVE A NUMBER OF PRINTER OPTIONS AVAILABLE - ASK FOR DETAILS 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS M233s MT 

• INTEL PENTIUM PROCESSOR WITH MMX® TECHNOLOGY 233MHZ 
•32MB SDRAM 

•4.3GB HARD DRIVE 

•STB NITR0 3D GX 64-BIT PCI GRAPHICS CARD WITH 4MB EDO VIDEO RAM 

• 17' COLOUR SVGA MONITOR W.28 DOT PITCH, 15.9' VIEWABLE AREA) 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND AND AlIEC LANSING AG290 SPEAKERS 
•MICROSOFT OFFICE SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 

•US ROBOTICS 56KB MODEM 


£ 1,259 (£ 1 , 5 15.58 
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SPECIAL HOME SOFTWARE PACK 




FOR ONLY £49 (£57.57 INC VAT) YOU CAN BUOY A ON1ASTK 
SELECTION OF TOP MICROSOFT" SOFTWARE TITLES INCLUDING: 

• MS ENCARTA™ 97 (US) - INTERACTIVE MUD1MHJ1A ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

• INS ENCASn WORLD ATLAS- A MUUIMHHA VIEW OF THE W 0 RID 

• MS GOLF (US) -TEST YOUR GOLFING SKILLS ON W0RLWAM0US COURSES 

• INS MONEY (US) -HBJ^ YOU BALANCE ACCOUNTS, 

PLAN HOUSBKHB BUD6EI5 AND MUCH MORE 
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4/THE CRASH 


Small investors keep their fingers 

crossed amid the turmoil 



Taking stock: John Bertnet, of Bordesfey Green, Birmingham, in the Shareiink shop in the city, 
unemployed until recently, lived off his investment earnings for a year 


In his investments. Mr Bennet, who was 

Photograph: Sean Paget 


As the stockmarket 
rollercoaster alternated 
between near-collapse 
and partial recovery, 
most phlegmatic small 
investors reacted in the 
way they know best - by 
doing nothing. But, as 
NkQcutti t Personal 
Finance Editor, found, 
not everyone followed 
the same course of 
action. 


Puzzled staff on the dealing 
floor at Shareiink, the tele- 
phone-based stockbroker, won- 
dered early yesterday why “seU" 
calls flooding into their office 
were coining almost exactly on 
the hour, every hour. Then the 
penny dropped. 

The calls were coming from 
small shareholders, transfixed 
by the hourly bulletins an 
Ceefax, which showed the FT- 
SE 100 share index was plum- 
meting at the start of the 
morning’s trading. However, as 
the fall began to reverse itself, 
buyers started to come out 
into the open again. 


“There was a great deal of 
selling on the back of the 
Ceefax changes, when the Foot- 
sie was initially 400 points off," 
a Shareiink spokesman said. 
“Typically, they appeared to be 
small investors, people who 
had just one or two blocks of 
shares from building-society 
de-mutualisations. The senti- 
ment in the early morning was 
to sdU. But by lunchtime, quite 
a lot of our more frequent 
traders were seeking buying op- 
portunities. Things began to 
change a Little, although it did 
not reach the volume of the sell- 
ing. Although there was still a 
lot of money coming out of 
shares, the balance began to lev- 
el off a bit” 

Despite the early spate of 
calls, most small investors sat 
on their hands, buying their ad- 
visers' and fund managers' ar- 
gument that the faDs seen in the 
past few days were mere blips 
in an otherwise upward curve 
for share prices over the past 
year. Mark Dear, a director at 
Holden Meehan, a firm of fi- 
nancial advisers in London, 
said his company had received 
relatively few panicky calls: 
“Most appear to understand 


that they are in this for the long 
term and this kind of thing can 
happen occasionally." Even 
the neophytes appeared con- 
vinced, especially those who 
poured billions of pounds into 
“tracker" funds, which mimic 
the stockmarirefs performance. 

In the past 30 months, track- 
er hinds have delivered spec- 
tacular performance, as the 
index of 100 top shares has pow- 
ered ahead. First-time buyers 
of tracker PEPs were thought 
by many advisers to be die most 
likely to be in die front-line of 
those selling up. However, 
Martin Campbell, product de- 
velopment manager at Virgin 
Direct, the pfle-em-high, seU- 
em-cheap purveyor of tele- 
phone tracker PEPs, said: “We 
did receive about 1300 calls, 
out of 200,000 clients we have. 
Many wanted to know what 
they should be doing, but only 
14 said that they were consid- 
ering selling up. A higher pro- 
portion asked if it would be 
possible for them to invest 
even more when markets were 
dawn and if we could accept 
telegraphic transfers of cash." 

At Fidelity Brokerage, an- 
other retail broker, calls were 


double against normal levels by 
lunchtime, with sellers out- 
numbering buyers by five to 
one. But the company said yes- 
terday its staff had noticed 
careful buying of FT-SE 100 
stocks, as sellers cashed in their 
PEPS (a move into carefully se- 
lected shares. 

Ear mfllxws of savere whose 
retirement income depends on 
the value of their pension 
funds, also heavily invested in 
equities, yesterday's falls also 
provoked few signs of nerves. 
Gavin Hill, managing director 
of National Mutual Life, a spe- 
cialist pensions office, said 
most personal pension savers 
were, by definition, long-term 
investors and should be pre- 
pared to accept occasional re- 
versals in share prices, such as 
over the past few days. 

Moreover, many pension 
providers, including National 
Mutual Life (NML), activety 
encourage their clients to move 
gradually out of equities in the 
last few yeans before retirement 
so as not to suffer the reversals 
seen yesterday. “The advantage 
of switching [to bonds] in the 
fired years is dial even though 
they may lose out on the po- 


tential up-swing, individuals 
do not suddenly find the value 
of their pension dropping dra- 
matically atthe last minute " Mr 
Hill said. About one third of 
NMLs clients are automati- 
cally placed on such a scheme. 
As for those about to retire and 
buy an annuity with their lump 
sum, Peter Quinton, a director 
at the Annuity Bureau, said 
there would be little effect on 
the value of their income - as 
long as share prices do not con- 
tinue to tumble. 

“Although bond prices have 
been rising - thereby cutting the 
income from the bonds - the 
value of annuities themselves 
has remained stable at present." 
Mr Quinton said. 

“People whose retirement is 
imminent should not be hit. But 
it is worth noting that if they 
were not in a protected fimd in 
the final years before retire- 
ment and were simply 100 per 
cent invested in UK equities, 
the value of their pension fund 
would have decreased by 8 per 
cent. If they were 100 per cent 
invested in Hong Kong, the val- 
ue of their fund would have 
dropped by 50 per cent over the 
past few weeks." 


What to do when the market goes red 


If you are investing in a 
pension 

You are saving for the very 
long term. There is no alter- 
native to what you arc doing. 
Grit your teeth and keep fund- 
ing your pension scheme. 


bilily that the final lump sum 
at maturity may be smaller, but 
if the market recovers over the 
next few months, h should not 
be materially less than it would 
already have been. 


profit. Hold on to the shares. 


If you are saving to pay off 
a house 

The same applies. Remember, 
most endowment plans in- 
volve bonuses which once 
added to your policy cannot be 
taken away. There is a possi- 


if you are a windfall share- 
holder 

If you decided to bold your 
shares so far, the chances are 
that here too you were look- 
ing to the long term. In any 
event, they were free so all you 
have lost is a notional paper 


if you are already an investor 
Selling now would be a fatal 
mistake. The greatest failure 
of first-time investors is that 
they do the wrong things at the 
wrong time, investing when 
markets are riding high and 
pulling out when they are 
falling. If you have committed 
your money for the long-term, 
that is at least five to 10 years, 
stay put. In October 1987, 
share prices crashed through 


the floor, but had mostly re- 
covered by the year's end. At 
the end of 1987, prices were ac- 
tually up 8 per cent compared 
to the beginning of the year. 


buys more shares or units than 
before. 


If you are putting away 
regular monthly sums of 
money 

Carry on investing. There is a 
peculiar process - “pound- 
cost averaging” - which can 
work in your favour. Essen- 
tially, it means that as prices 
faD, eveiy pound you invest 


If you are considering mak- 
ing a lump sum investment 
Hold off awhile. Writ for a 
week or so to see if the stock 
market's uncertainty resolves 
itself. There will still be some 
good buviog opportunities. 
Talk to an independent finan- 
cial adviser about them. Un- 
less you are looking at the very 
long term, at least 10-15 years, 
avoid the Far East for a while. 
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If you are 24 oi over, earn £10,000 p a. or more And have a current 
account:, call us now to benefit from these impressive rates: 

* 12.9% APR -tio.ooo 13.8% APR tssMn&.'m 
14.9% APR *3-000 w 16,9% APR aoo m ojm 


HAMILTON 

-——-Direct Ban k— —— 


QUOTING PRIORITY REFERENCE. 95*03/ JOIN. 
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Revealed: 
Cheats who 
sell watered 
down meat 



Leading supermarkets 
were ‘named and 
shamed* yesterday for 
adding extra water to 
meat products without 
declaring it on the 
labels. Glenda Cooper, 
Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent, looks at 
how consumers are 
getting more 
information about the 
food we buy. 


Sainsbury, Tesco and the Co-op 
wore among the culprits 
accused of mislabelling pork 
products, in a list which was 
published by the Government 
yesterday. 

It is the first lime brand- 
> names of products failing to 
meet standards in tests carried 
out by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture. Fisheries and Food have 
been disclosed. Consumer 
groups welcomed the move, 
saying it enabled shoppers to 
make an informed choice. 

In all, 16 out of 614 ham, ba- 
con and gammon products test- 
ed either under-declared or 
did not label how much added 
water they contained. By law, 
raw cured meals with more than 
10 per cent added water or 
cooked cured meats containing 
excess water after cooking must 
declare the extra water on the 
label. 

Tesco was accused of failing 
to declare 18 per cent added 
water to its rindless back bacon. 
Tests on Sainsbury wafer-thin 
roast ham found 14.2 per cent 
added water, which was notde- 
clared. The Co-op's wafer-thin 
smoked ham contained 1 1.4 per 
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cem undeclared added water. 

Publishing the results, the 
Agriculture Minister, Jack Cun- 
ningham, said be hoped nam- 
ing the brands would be enough 
to encourage more accurate la- 
belling, which was “vitally im- 
portant, to give consumers 
information and advice about 
ihe products they buy. 

“There were some L6 cases 
out of more than 600 samples. 
In fact, it's a remarkably good 
record for the industry. 1 j*<bs 
than 3 per cent of samples 
were not properly labelled," he 
said. 

“I'm not suggesting these 
samples were wrong deliber- 
ately; there might have been er- 
rors in the production process. 
Whatever the reasons, we think 
it right the public should have 
this information,** he added. 

He said no further punitive 
action was planned against the 
companies. 

A spokesman for Tesco said 
they controlled the processes 
during manufacture very close- 
ly and he was “disappointed” by 
the failure of one of their sup- 
pliers to meet their own re- 
quired standards. 

But he added: “The test 
used by MAFF to analyse wa- 
ter content is notoriously inac- 
curate. It cannot be relied on 
to accurately reflect the water 
content to meat. 

“A result of 16 per cent 
may be gained from meat with 
a water content of less than 10 
percent. 

“Trading Standards under- 
stand the problems of this an- 
alytic process and would not 
rely on it alone for enforce- 
ment.” 

A spokesman for CWS said 
that as their two products. 
Wafer Thin Smoked Ham and 



Porkies: Leading supermarkets were ‘named and shamed*, the first time brand-names 
of products failing to meet MAFF standards were identified Photograph*. Bill Rowntree 


Quality Cotswold Cooked 
Ham, were sold loose, the in- 
formation on water content 
was given on a label at the del- 
icatessen counter rather than on 
the packaging used to wrap 
them by the shop assistants. 

He said MAFF had put for- 
ward no evidence that the in- 
formation had not been 
provided. Sainsbury claimed it 
had not seen the report, so 
could not comment on its pre- 
cise findings. 

But the store said it had its 
own regulations on declaring 
added water which were “more 


stringent" than those required 
bylaw. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Consumers’ Association wel- 
comed the Government’s 
move: “The more information 
consumers have the better. We 
want labelling to be full and 
dear." A spokesman for the 
National Consumer Council 
said: “We welcome the naming 
and shaming because it is vital 
that consumers have access to 
information so they can make 
an informed choice." 

The next published results 
are likely to be those from 


tests on the amount of water 
added to whisky. 

In another move to free up 
the flow of information Dr 
Cunningham also announced 
plans to include lay represen- 
tatives on all advisory commit- 
tees which report to MAFE 

At the Institute of Grocery 
Distribution's conference in 
London, Dr Cunningham said 
he hoped to appoint members 
of the public to all the com- 
mittees, including the Food 
Advisory Committee and the 
BSE advisory body SEAC by 
the end of the year. 


THE OFFENDING BRANDS 


Sainsbury Wafer-Thin Roast Ham 

Sainsbury Economy Unsmoked Back bacon 

Tesco Rindless Back Bacon 

Kwik Save Unsmoked Bacon 

CWS Wafer-Thin Smoked Ham 

CWS Quality Cotswold Cooked Ham 

Quality Meats Cooked Ham 

Murrays Meat Markets Gammon Ham (cooked) 

Murrays Meat Markets Ham (cooked) 

Michael J Morris Hand-Carved Ham 
M & L Quality Butcher Gammon Ham 
M & H Butchers Ham 
Cullens Gammon Steak 
Chambers Sandwich Ham 
Butcher Cooked Shoulder of Ham 
Bicky’s Honey Roast Ham 


Call to get 
tough on 
farm 

pesticides 


A row between the Gov- 
ernment and a leading en- 
vironmental group erupted 
yesterday over the levels of 
pesticides in vegetables. 

Friends of the Earth 
called for the Prime Min- 
ister to get lough over farm- 
ing practices after it 
claimed that a Government 
figures showed nine out of 
ID lettuces ore contami- 
nated with chemicals, with 
10 per cent breaching offi- 
cial guidelines. 

But a spokeswoman for 
the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries and Food 
immediately dismissed 
FbE’s claims as “wrong and 
misleading" and said the 
true figure was 1 per cent 

The figures on chemicals 
and foods are listed in the 
Government's annual pes- 
ticide report where let- 
tuces sampled for the 
survey were bought from 
retailers during 1996. 

The director of FOE, 
Charles Secreit, has written 
to Tory Blair asking him to 
ensure that the planned 
Food Agency, a new watch- 
dog on food safety, has 
power to curb farmers. 

FoE said the report 
states that levels on lettuces 
were twice the recom- 
mended maximum level, 
even if fanners stick to the 
Government’s guidelines. 

Pete Riley, food cam- 
paigner for FoE, said: “The 
public is told that eating 
greens is good for them yet 
many of them are contam- 
inated by health-threaten- 
ing toxic ebernkak Clearly, 
the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture is failing to protect the 
public. The Food Agency 
has to have authority over 
the way our food is pro- 
duced. and that means the 
whole food chain - from the 
plough to the plate ” 

— Glenda Cooper 
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UK's lowest 
standard rate 

No annual fee 

Just 10.9% APR variable 
from April ‘98 

Keep your credit limit 

N o need to bank with us 


0800 
33 99 33 



APR 

Guaranteed 
until April *98 


If you carry over a credit card balance 
each month, you should seriously think 
about applying for a Co-operative Bank 
Advantage Visa credit card or gold card. 
Transfer your balance and you'll pay Just 
7.9% APR (that’s 0.64% a. month) on 
what you owe now and on all purchases 
until April "98. . 


Thereafter, the rate reverts to 10.9% 
APR variable — currently the UK’s 
lowest standard race*. On top of this 
there’s no annual fee, you can keep your 
existing credit limit and you don't have 
to bank with us. What's more, the 
phone call is free and the lines are open 
24 hours. So what are you waiting fori 
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Police told to tackle race bias 





Racism within the police force is 

^['widespread’ says a 

report. Jason ^ nnetta and P . 

^11 explain how .governnr.M 

initiative aims to stamp rt out 

mopbobicpo ^ prorao tioD exami- 

ta rioTi^d^iSiS^Coaricedyesler- 

naoonsun jn reaultment 

* *°being altered itvms 

discovered to he biased against black and 

a thcmadc study by 
HerMaiesty’s Inspeciorale of Constabu- 
Iv whichfound that racist “ndhom^ 

SjESSEKTSSSS 

ncist lan CU age and behaviour. 

A Home Office working group h 35 beea 
set up 10 co-ordinate the Government i» 
soonse to the report and to ensure the rec- 
ommenda lions are carried out. Among the 


ch an ges are new tests to be included in re- 
continent, selection and promotion boards 
to discover whether applicants hold racist 
or anti-gay attitudes. 

Candidates, for example, could be 
asked how they would deal with radst lan- 
guage or actions. From January examina- 
tions to test new candidates are also to be 

altered to remove things such as racially 
biased slang and phrases that are open to 
misinterpretation. 

The number ofblack and Asian officers 
in England and Wiles has increased from 
339 in 1981 to 2319 in 1996 but this is still 
only 1.82 per cent of the total force, while 
ethnic people make up about 6 per osnt 
of the population. There is also concern 
about the drop-out rate of young black re- 
cruits. The study concluded; “There was 
continuing evidence during the inspection 
of inappropriate language and behaviour 
by police officers, but even more worrying 
was the lack of intervention by sergeants 
and inspectors.” It added: “Many ethnic- 
minority officers felt unsupported by man- 
agement” - . 

The disproportionate number of ethnic 
minorities who were stopped and searched 


was criticised. 

Dan Crompton, HM Inspector of Con- 
stabulary, said: “You will not change the 
hearts and minds of some officers 
overnight, but you can regulate conduct” 
He added: “Yes, canteen culture is 5tiH pre- 
sent” The report did, however, praise im- 
provements the police have made in 

hHrlnm nnem m the nast few 


• !fV " 

/ ' v 7“~ / < 


i m 

y., 


nfaiiT igwnn rarxnng nmau m im 

decades. It also pointed out that members 
of ethnic co mmuni ties are often the moa 
unwilling to report crimes or help the po- 
lice with information. . 

It was based on inspections in six forces 

- Avon and Somerset, Bedfordshire, 
Leicestershire, Merseyside, West Mid- 
lands and West Yorkshire. In six months 
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am determined to tackle racial discrimi- 
nation wherever it is found and to ensure 
that there are good relations between the 
police and the community it serves.” 

The Black Police Association wel- 
comed the report but stressed that it was 
vital that its recommendations were act- 
ed on and not just talked about 
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former prime minister m his hometown 


aid: -We politics in" lve<J - 

desbutlttanktbereT®^^ the sup- 

h. pre®ng 

£Tthe trial to on death 

Maharej.SS.toi^nt^ shooUng 

rtjw after bemg con ^. h i sSon Duane in 
Derrick Moo Young iQ Trinidad, be 
a Miami up a fruit import 

made his fortune serose r 

business. — fan Burrell. 
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Franco says “Travel to the French Riviera in 
style and save enough to feel like the man who 
broke the bank at Monte Carlo. 
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flights from 
London Luton. 
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Franco Mancassola 
Chairman, Debonair. 
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Call now on 0541 500 300 
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Cookbld to end stalemate 

ever Lockertae 


unneu iww—1 — Hf>le«ation to SCOUiuw w 

African Unity tosendadd^u^ eBients for , 

its judicial system and discuss arrang 
with international otaenw* ■ stalema te under which 
The move is aimed at ending men for trial in Scot- 
Ubya is refusing to tombtog of Pan Am Flight 103 

lan d or the US over the ^ ^ deepened 

which killed 270 ^African president Nelson 


Colleges in funding plea 

A financial “skilitC of 

i^WESSstS— S3 

could prove damaging when combmMwitnpiaini ^ 

annual effiden<7ga«isreh'^“^^ OTimeflra f230m 
ta - Ton, W 

“Sore Jog &£* 

and higher education by the end of this rar _ Wflfd 
concerns were not addressed. 

Fashanu seeks trial costs 
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3&££S3£u Eau*** Cro»u Court 

refused him public money for his defence. 
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• money back on every purchase, every year 

I double money back of up to 2% in 1997 

I no annual fee - unlike many other 
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I up to 46 days interest-free credit 

I low standard rates of 1 7.9% APR 
and 12.9% APR on transferred balances* 
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The soya bean car that will make rust a thing of the past 


Would you drive a car made 
from soya beans? Charles Arthur. 
Science Editor, explains that in 
the future you might because 
American scientists have 
worked out how to make strong, 
light, cheap plastics from the 
plant's oils. 


Once upon a time, soya beans were going 
' to feed the world - and, Indeed, they are 
now used as ingredients in many super- 
market foods. But now soya oil could save 
the world again, by replacing metals and 
plastics made from fossil fuels to build cars 
and even bridges. 

A team of scientists at a university in the 
United States has just patented a technique 
which uses soya bean oils, instead of 
petroleum, to make cheap, light and 
“renewable" composite mate rials 

The new, rust-proof materials are 
already being used to build tractor parts, 
and their chief inventor said yesterday that 
they could easily replace metal parts in cars, 
such as body panels, without sacrificing 
strength. Such a replacement would offer 
savings both on fossil fuel extraction and 
car weight, which in turn would help to limit 
global warming: lighter cars need less fuel 
lo power them. 

“The soya composites can replace vinyl 
ester materials, which typically cost one or 
T two dollars per pound.” said Professor 
Richard Wool, of the chemical engineer- 
ing department at the University of 
Delaware. “These cost about 30 to 50 cents 
per pound, and come in 12 different 
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varieties, depending on the property you 
want - rubbery, thermoplastic, reinforced 
matrix, and so on. It would work beautifully 
in cars." 

Modern composite molecules such as 
polyesters, epoxies and vinyl esters consist 


of “chains" of atoms. By combining dif- 
ferent resins, materials with different be- 
haviour can be made. But Professor Wool, 
who has been working on plastics chemistry 
for 10 years, discovered that oils extract- 
ed from soya had the correct chemical struc- 


ture to be manipulated into different ma- 
terials on their own. 

The first customer for the new soya com- 
posites is Deere & Co. one of the world's 
largest farm equipment makers. It unveiled 
a door-sized sample of an early version of 


the material, which will serve as the side 
of a hay baler, at a plastics industry con- 
vention in Moline, Illinois, last month. 

Professor Waol said: “This first test pan 
would replace standard metal -sheeting 
materials. It would not corrode or rust, and 


Last yearns model: Soya, 
which is cheaper and longer 
lasting than the metal- 
sheeting materials, has 
already been used to build a 
door-sized sample for 
motor manufacturers 
interested in developing the 
technology 


it was made using a low-energy procedure 
that is far more benign than metal casting 

systems." 

Future formulations could even be 
made to biodegrade under certain condi- 
tions, say the scientists. Ultimately, natur- 
al straw or hay fibres might even replace 
the reinforcing glass matrix. 

Professor Wool said: “That only costs 
about 10 cents per pound. We’re not of- 
fering it vet. but you could have engineered 
lumber. You could have a car made of en- 
gineered wood. It would look wonderful." 

The idea of using soya beans in 
composite materials is not new- it was first 
proposed by Henry Ford, who first brought 
cars to the mass market, about 60 years ago. 
But until now- its practical use has 
been limited lo surface coatings, such as 
varnish. 

The new process bonds the soya mole- 
cules more tightly together, providing 
structural strength. 

Deere & Co predicts a £31m m^.ket 
for farm equipment made from soy-based 
composites. But the market for vehicle parts 
could he enormous. And unlike standard 
plastics, it would be a renewable resource 
-which could be boosted by more planting. 


Bug tsar appointed to stop 
millennium computer crash 


First the Government 
appointed a drug tsar. 
Now it has a bug tsar 
to head a team of 
experts encouraging 
' British companies to 
act before the 
'Millennium Bug* 
crashes computers on 
I January 2000. Charles 
Arthur asks why the man 
who was already doing 
the job was not 
appointed. 


The director-general of 
Oftel, DonCruickshank,willbe 
appointed chairman of the 
Government's Action 2000 
group one day a week to 
tackle the “mtOennium bug” 
computer problem. 

His appointment was 
announced yesterday by 
Barbara Roche, the minister for 
industry, who said: “There 
is considerable responsibility 
on him to make Action 
2000 a success.” 

Yet the appointment could 
appear as a snub to Robin 
Gueoier, who headed Thsk- 
fbree 2000, the predecessor 
of Action 2000 

Mr Guenier’s offence, 
at least in the eyes of the 


Department of Trade and 
Industry, seems to have been 
that he was too effective in bis 
full-time job to raise public 
awareness of the trouble ahead 
for computer users. 

Part of that awareness 
included an exclusive interview 
with The Independent in 
September, id which he said that 
“nobody (in the Government) 
seems to want to listen” and that 
he had so few funds — £250,000 
for a nationwide awareness 
movement — that he did not 
even have a secretary for the last 
year. He described his operation 
as “one man and his cat". 

Mis Roche was stung into 
action and Action 2000 is the 
result. 

However, Mr Guenier's 
reward is to have his govern- 
ment funding cut and be passed 
over for the job, which Mr 
Cmidcshank will continue to do 
for a day a week even after he 
retires from Oftel next March. 

The DTI yesterday justified 
its action saying: “the Govern- 
ment decided to have a new 
body and a new person with new 
Impetus and more money to get 
business to turn awareness of 
this problem into action.” 

Action 2000 will have £lm of 
funding until next April, and 
probably the same amount each 
year for the next two years. 

The “millennium bug” 


arises because many computer 
systems and chips in everyday 
equipment, including lifts and 
hospital systems, store the year 
as a two-digit, rather than four- 
digit number. 

An unknown number of 
computers will crash at midnight 
on 31 December 1999 because 
they will think it is the year is 
1900 instead of 2000. 

Some financial institutions 
with projects that finish in the 
next century have 
already noted the effects on 
pensions and savings plans 
during tests. 

Mr Cruickshank's role will 
be to appoint a full-time chief 
for Action 2000 and ensure 
businesses take action against 
the bug as soon as possible. 

Announcing Mr Cruick- 
shank’s appointment yesterday, 
Mrs Roche said: “For Action 
2000 to be successful we need 
an experienced, well-respected 
chairman with a clear under- 
standing of both the problem 
and implications." 

She did not mention any- 
thing about not stirring up 
trouble for the Government, 
although that may be implied. 

Mr Guenier was not avail- 
able for comment, but the 
DTI said he looked forward 
to meeting Mr Cruickshank 
and discussing how they could 
work together. 
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Internet will not replace the 
nation state, says academic 
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The impact of the Internet's not 
going to be as great as people 
have predicted, according to a 
study by academics. 

Forecasts that it will lead to 
a ^withering of the nation state” 
aie incorrect, says Andrew Grar 
■ ^ ham, an economist at Oxford 
■ University. 

In a formal paper presented 
. to a London conference, Pro- 

- fessor Graham pointed out that 
y the expectations of many peo- 
ple that the Internet will un- 
„ dercut countries’ national 
„ boundaries is a noth, for a 

. ; - number of reasons. 

* ^ •? “The Internet will increase 

competition and this will [bring} 

'•i some goods' prices down - but 
not all prices,” he said. Food ahd 
perishable ' goods would still 
not be viable, while information 
and experience-based services 

can never have a perfect 

ft market 

| LI Similarly, predictions that 
lip the Internet will generate its 
Lp» ,.| own money supply, or that cap- 
4 flv ^ ^ cws beyond na- 

7 nl' tion stales' government control, 
w . were misguided- People would 

* never trust an unregulated, vir- 
tual market, free of the con- 
straints, checks and balances 

f* of conventional financial 
Jp’« systems. 
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Put and games: The Internet has tremendous potential as 
entertainment, but its more serious uses may be limited 


“Money needs to be regu- 
lated ifit is tobeused-it would 
be nearly impossible for ordi- 
nary individuals to check on the 
credit-worthiness of a foreign 
bank. And it would be ex- 
tremely inefficient for all of us 
to do that. 

“Regulation creates effi- 
ciency in this field. If the In- 
ternet were to develop its own 
money -relatively unlikely any- 
way -it would either need to be 
regulated and supported, just 


like any other form of banking, 
or h would at some point face 
acrisis. 

“The awareness that this 
dilemma exis ts makes the cre- 
ation of unregulated Internet 
money even less likely,” Pro- 
fessor Graham said. 

- Capital flows, such as those 
seen on money markets, do 
not need the Internet to occur 
- those function perfectly well 
with the telephone, he added. 

— Charles Arthur 


Insurance brokers will tell you 
that our award-winning customer 
care is changing the way people 
view insurance 
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Virgin goes full tilt to 
revamp West Coast line 


Once considered the pride of the 
rail network, today's West Coast 
service is best known now for its 
erratic, slow journeys. 

Randecf) Romesh examines how 
Virgin Trains hopes to revitalise 
an ailing railway. 


A £600m deal which will cut rail journey 
times between London and Scotland was 
announced yesterday by Rail track and the 
Virgin group. 

The deal will see a new si gnallin g sys- 
tem in place and major trade renewals on 
the Virgin -run West Coast main line. The 
improvements will lop 90 minutes off the 
five-hour London-Glasgow train trip by 
2005. 

The upgrade will see the return of the 
tilling train to the rail network. Virgin will 
buy 55 trains to use on the 400-mile route 
which will run first at 125 mph in 2002 and 
then at 140 mph by 2005. 

British Rail first dreamt up the idea 
nearly 30 years ago. Its Advanced Passen- 
ger Tbain (APT) could travel at more than 
140mph - tilling to compensate for the 
sharp curves along the western route. 

However, passengers complained of 
feeling queasy. Their sense of balance was 
upset because the smooth ride they expe- 
rienced did not match the undulating 
scenery outside the train's windows. 

The APT project was finally aban- 
doned in 1985, but not before it complet- 
ed a run from London to Glasgow in just 


Cwex 3 houis 50 minutes. IncvitrfjJy the tech- 
nology was copied, and refined, alxoadazKl 
tilting trains from Italy and Sweden are 
among those being considered by Richard 
Branson's team. 

The dicing trains wiB be introduced on 
the route in summer 2002. Together with 
75 trains cm Vugia’s CrossCommy network, 
the additional Tolling stock will enable the 
company to increase the number of pas- 
sengers it carries from 25 millkm today to 
50 million in 2005. 

“That is our target and we would expect 
to cany even more by then," said Will 
Whitehorn, a spokesman for Mr Branson. 

The higher speeds will make a dramatic 
difference to today's journey times. The trip 
from London to Manchester, currently a 
two-hour 20-minute journey, wiD only 
take one hour 45 minutes by 2005. In the 
meantime, however, the work wQl cause se- 
vere disruptions. 

RaD track, which owns the nation's 
track, stations and signalling, will pay the 
£600m for the work- on top of a promised 
£15bn upgrade - and receive extra pay- 
ments from Virgin as more passengers use 
the West Coast 

Campaigners welcomed the move, but 
said it was long overdue. “It is good news 
for the railways but comes seven years af- 
ter British Rail first proposed the upgrade" 
said Jonathan Bray, of Save Our Railways. 

The deal could still be scuppered by tile 
rail regulator, John Swift QC. Experts say 
that the deal could be viewed as “too cosy” 
and might see Virgin receiving preferen- 
tial treatment from Rail track over the 11 
other companies using the West Coast line. 



Out in tbe cold: Up to 60 Liverpool dockers have reportedly accepted a £28,000 deal to end 
a two-year dispute with the Mersey Docks and Harbour Company Photograph: Crafe Easton 


Striking dockers break ranks over pay deal 


Up to 60. Liverpool dockers 
have broken ranks and opted to 
accept a £28,000 package, tbeir 
employers said yesterday. 

The move follows a secret 
ballot ordered by the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union 
aimed to bring an end to the 
two-year dispute. 

The deal, which includes 
a £28,000 settlement with a 


protected pensions entitlement, 
40 jobs and support for a labour 
supply co-operative, was last 
week rejected by the vast 
majority of the 329 men 
involved in the dispute. 

Shop stewards have 
mounted a high-profile cam- 
paign, claiming they will settle 
only for foil reinstatement. 

But last night, Peter Jones, 


the portoperations director of 
the Mosey Docks and Harbour 
Company, said op to 60 men 
had accepted the offer. 

The Port of Liverpool work- 
ers were locked out by die 
company on. 28 September 
1995 after they refused to cross 
an unofficial picket line in sup- 
port of 80 men from a separate 
company who lost their jobs. 


Abuse inquiry told 
of twilight world 

Astarkmsrghtmfotfae tWfljght i the inquiry which will look at 
wodd of chEd care-in Gwynedd the notating of social services 
e mer ged yesterday at theTai- acrossNorth'Vtales during two 
quiiy investigating allegations decades. . 

- of widespread abuse at resk “The evidence suggests that 
. decrial homes in North Wales, a child in care in Gwynedd 

Children and care workers would have experienced frota 
were bannedfiom contact with the system a twilight world of 
the police and other outside bewildering inconsistency, 
agencies, the hearing was fetid, characterised by a shortage 
Indeed a man who- is now air . of resources, a lack of person- 
leged to have abused more al support, a failure to set 
than 60 people himself heard aims ami objectives arto pro- 

- child protection complaints. - vide consistent planning, hap- 

In a damning indictment of hazard placements and the 
Gwynedd social services, Mr absence of normal protective 
Gerard EhasQC cold the hear- checks and balances that were 
ing that there was no effective designed to prevent, identify 
chad care or placem e nt strat- and investigale sexnal, physical 
cgy. no care plans for individ- and emotional abuse, "said 
ual children, and no adequate Mr Elias, 
records system. Assessments of He went an, “The majority 

children were either non-exis- of children were juk as likely 
tent or inadequate. to have bean failed by a system 

Heads of homes and care that - consciously or imcon- 
wmiceK were under-resourced, sciousfy sacrificed the needs 
inexperienced and under-quat- of the child to an administra- 
. ified or had non-existent qual- tive exercise governed fay blink- 
ifications, he said. Children ered and under-informed 
were made scapegoats for prob- expediency” 
lems in the system, and no one Mr Elias said there was no 

listened to them. evidence of any remedial action 

“If, as so many chffdrea being taken either after an in- 
have said, there was no one who dependent report in 1982 or a 
listened to them, is it any sur- Welsh Office report in 1989, 
prise that the system provided both of which were highly crit- 
a dassic breeding ground for ical of the system in Gwynedd, 
the child abuse rt” said Mr The hearing continues. 

Elias opening a new phase of — Roger Dobson 
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Jail for man who tortured 
wife for 22 years 

A husband who adminwd tor- Then he began to burn her in health visitors became involved 
luring his wife over a 22-year various parts of her body.” in the family over the years. In 
period was jailed for 10 years Cadey admitted six charges 1991, after police arrested 

yesterday. Leeds Crown Court of inflicting actual bodflyharm, Cadey for ba ngin g his wife’s 
heard how' unemployed one charge of inflicting griev- bead against the wall, the pros- 
Christopher Cadey beat, burnt ous bodily harm and one count ecution was discontinued, at the 
and abused hs wife from the of inflicting grievous bodily request of Mrs Cadey, who 
start of their marriage in 1974. harm with intent He denied said at the time: “1 am fright- 
Patrick Palmer, for the pros- throe further charges of griev- ened of Chris, although 2 do 
edition, said Shirley Cadey ous botfify harm, which were left love him as well." Mr Murphy 
was left with a star of David cut to lie on file. Mir Palmer said asked the judge, - Recorder 
into her chest, a 10-inch scar on Mrs Cadey finally went to po- David Robson QC, to give 
her arm and a cauliflower ear. . . lice after Cadey fold her he had credit for Cadey’sguQty pleas, 
Cadey, 44, of Halton Moor, sexual fantasies about school- which saved his wife from gjv- 
Leeds, would regularly bum his girls. The couple, who have six ing evidence and facing cross- 
wife's wrists and other parts of c hildr en, bad few holidays to- examination. Cadey said from 
her body. getber but Cadey often went off the dock: “Words are very 

She was too afraid to move on his own. Mrs Cadey called cheap but 1 just want to apol- 
or the torture would last longer, the police after he said he was ogise to my wife. I'm sony." 

Mr Palmer said. “He would going to Blackpool, where a He was sentenced to a total 

concentrate on particular parts landlady had a 14-year-old of nine years for the attacks on 
of Mrs Cade/s body, R>r a daughter wto was “waridly-wise his wife and another 12 months 
while he concentrated on her and flirted with him". for four separate counts of in- Q 

ears; he moved on to concen- Michael Murphy, QC, for decent assault on a teenager. As 
trate on her shoulder and then Cadey. said in mitigation that he left the dock he said: “That's, 
to pushing her over for a time, police, social workers and very fair." 


Ban on sale 
of laser pens 

Potentially dangerous laser 
pointers are being banned from 
sale to the general public after 
research showed they can cause 
injuries. 

The pen-shaped pointers 
arc designed to be used as aids 
to business presentations. But 
there have a number of com- 
plaints from people who say 
they suffered pain when beams 
were shone in their eyes by peo- 
ple abusing the devices. 

Consumer affairs minister 
Nigel Griffiths said 14 out of 17 
maids tested by researchers at 
Hcriot-Watt University in 
Edinburgh foiled to meet safe- 
ty regulations. Under the new 
rules, class 3 laser pointers - 
which have a strong beam -< will 
be banned from sale. Weaker 
and safer dass 1 and 2 point- 
ers will still be available. 


Football boss 
faces court 

The former football manager 
Ron Atkinson has been 
charged with common assault 
in connection with an alleged 
argument with a motorist in 
April, it was revealed yesterday. 

Mr Atkinson, 58. of Bamt 
Green, Worcestershire, is due 
to appear before magistrates to- 
morrow accused of assaulting 
Martin Player, a 3 3-year -old in- 
surance salesman, in Birming- 
ham city centre on 15 April. 

A West Midlands police 
spokesman yesterday con- 
firmed that the former Man- 
chester United. Aston Villa 
and Coventry manager had 
been charged, adding that the 
charge was linked loan alleged 
motoring dispute. 


DAILY POEM 

To W R 

byWEHenley 

Madam Life's a piece in bloom 
Death goes dogging everywhere: 

She’s the tenant of the mom. 

He's the ruffian on the stair. 

You shall see her as a friend. 

You shall bilk him once aruf twice: 

But he'll trap you in the end. 

And he’U stick you for her price. 

With his kneebones at your chest. 

And his knuckles in your throat. 

You would reason - plead - protest! 

Clutching at her petticoat: 

But she’s heard ball before. 

Hill she knows you 've had your fun. 

Gingerly she gains the door. 

Arid your Hale job is done. 

This week's poems come from the new, 800-pegc Penguin Book 
of Victorian Vase, selected and edited by Daniel Karlin (Allen 
Lane/ The Penguin Press, £25}. WE Henley, famous as a jin- 
goistic editor, was disabled as a result of tubercular arthritis; 
bis first published verse was the Hospital Poems sequence of 
1875. 
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EU subsidies 
spawn threat 
to ancient 
grasslands 


Britain’s flax processing 
industry is taking action 
to prevent farmers 
ploughing up areas of 
scientific interest. Ofiver 
Ticfcefl looks at how the 
manufacturers are 
taking the lead in helping 
the environment. 


The action by the industry will 
help close the so-called “flax 
loophole", under which the Eu- 
ropean Commission has been 
paying fanners tens of thou- 
sands of pounds to plough up 
ancient grasslands and wild 
flower meadows, in order to 
plant flax. 

Sites lost or damaged by flax 
cultivation to date include at 
least four Sites of Special Sci- 
entific Interest, at Offham 
Down and O ffham Marshes in 
Sussex, and Kernwick & Otteiy 
Meadows in Cornwall. 

Farmers have been induced 
to plough up these ecological- 
ly valuable areas by annual 
payments of nearly £600 per 
hectare, under the Common 
Agricultural Policy. These com- 
pare with payments of around 
£100 per hectare from the Gov- 
ernment to maintain ancient 
grasslands. 

Most other CAP arable sub- 
sidies are only paid on regis- 
tered arable land, however the 
flax subsidy can be claimed on 
on any farmlan d, no matter how 
great its conservation impor- 
tance. The generous terms of 
the flax subsidy have induced 
British farmers to plant some 
20,000 hectares of flax this year. 

Now the five UK firms who 
contract fanners to grow flax, 
and process it into fibre, have 


stepped in to stop the damage 

Nigel Bazciy of Rubin Ap- 
pel, Britain's leading flax con- 
tractor. said: "We were 
extremely concerned to dis- 
cover that some farmers might 
have cultivated land of high con- 
servation value. 11 is entirely un- 
acceptable when the market for 
fibre flax is itself being driven 
by public demand for the use of 
more sustainable and environ- 
ment-friendly raw materials." 

British flax was now finding 
its way into a host of products, 
from papers to interior panels 
in cars. Mr Bazciy said: “We are 
seeking to develop new markets 
for this natural fibre and the last 
thing we want is to spoil it all 
with environmental scares." 

Under the scheme an- 
nounced by Mr Bazciy, UK 
flax contractors will no longer 
accept contracts for flax grown 
on “unsuitable" land - such as 
SSSIs, ancient and semi-natur- 
al woodlands, unimproved per- 
manent grasslands, and County 
Wildlife Sites (unless approved 
by the local Wildlife Thist). 

John Cousins, of the Wildlife 
Trust's, said: “Wc are extremely 
pleased that the private sector 
has taken voluntary action. 
Because farmers need to 
contract a buyer for their crop 
in order to daim the subsidy, we 
believe the system should prove 
watertight." 

friends of the Earth also 
welcomed the news, but said 
that it emphasised the need for 
reforms to the CAP. “There is 
a danger that this might be seen 
to relieve pressure for a long- 
term, Europe-wide solution", 
said the FoE's biodiversity cam- 
paigner Matt Phillips. “Noway 
does this let Franz Fischler 
[European Commissioner for 
Agriculture] off the hook." 






Unwelcome at the pleasure dome: A sunset view of the North Greenwich Peninsula, where work on the Millennium project was 
disrupted by protesters, right, who object to the construction on aesthetic grounds Photographs: Brian Hams / Rui Xavier 

Protesters rise up to halt Millennium Dome work 


A group of protesters have broken into the site 
of the planned Millennium Dome and chained 
themselves 100ft up a crane in an attempt to 
bring the work to a halt. 

The two women and seven men, who have 
given themselves the name “Time Bomb", are 
calling on the Government to scrap work on 
the project which is now under way at Green- 
wich, south London. The group describes the 
project as “an appalling open sore" on the face 
of area. 

The activists, who are believed to come from 
south London, broke into the building site ear- 
Jy yesterday morning and scaled the crane which 
is being used to install the 12 masts needed to 
hold up the structure of the dome. 


Supported by safety nets, they then settled 
themselves under a banner bearing the words 
“Doomesday Dome". They daim to have 
enough provisions to last for a week. 

A representative of Time Bomb, who called 
himse lf Mark, said: “Even if it is only for a few 
days they will h^delighled because the tight 
schedule of the^oject means that substantial 
damage hks already been done. 

“The last struts were planned to be erected 
[yesterday] and we have managed to prevent 
that. The dome- is a waste of money and nat- 
ural resources. The people of Greenwich were 
promised regeneration, but this is not going to 
help them.” 

Jez Sagar, a spokesman for MiHenuium Ex- 


perience, the quango in charge of the dome pro- 
ject, said no force would be used to remove the 
protesters but that company lawyers were being 
consulted. Crane workers and abseOers at the ate 
had offered the protesters safety equipment. 

“>Sfe are veiy concerned for the safely of these 
people," he said. “They have climbed up one 
of the 350ft cranes we have used to install masts 
which will hold up the dome structure. 

As the day went on, a growing number of sym- 
pathisers gathered at the gates of the con- 
struction site. One man, who gave his name as 
Max, had cycled from the other side of London 
with food and clothing to give to the 
campaigners. 

— Amanda Kelly 
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Korean 

opposition 

join forces 
for polls 

SS&25S!S~SS 

to be Kim Dae Jung, whom opinion polls 

show holding a commanding lead, A victory 

L- Kim Dae Jung, 72. who is runnuig for 

□resident for the fourth ume^d rn^ 

a major change in pobucs 

where the conservative 

governed since the nauon was bom mim 

An official of the National Con^sfOT 

New Politics parly (NCNP) said Kun Dae 
Jung, who is president of the paijf, would 
become the joint oppremon candufote^ 

Kira Jong Pil. l«der of l! « smalto 
United Liberal Democrats, would become 
the prime minister if their joint randidacy 

won the elections, the official said 

Kim Dae Jung had visited Kim Jong Pil 
at the latter's home to conclude the M. 
The latter was the right-hand manof pres- 
ident Park Chung-hee throughout ParkslS- 
year rule until his assassination in 1979. 

The united opposition comes as the gov- 
erning New Korea P|ny. which has never 
lost a presidential election, teetemon ittie 
brink of an acrimonious break-up. President 
Km Young-sam and the man bis party chose 
to succeed him. the former supreme court 
judge Lee Hoi-chang, are openly feuding- 
Supporters of the two factions ui the party 
have said New Korea is on the verge of 
splitting. President Kim is barred by the 
constitution from seeking another term. 

A Gallup poll conducted on Sunday 
showed Kira Dae Jung with 34.3 per rent 
support compared with 16.1 percent for New 
Korea's Lee Hoi-chang. trailing m thnrd 
place. Kim Jong Pil was last with just 33 
per cent. Increasingly, speculation is fo- 
cusing on Rhec In-je, a strong second in the 
Gallup poll with 26.8 per cent. 

Mr Lee’s faction in the New Korea Party 
is accusing President Kim of secretly 
supporting Mr Rhee, who bolted the party 
last month to run independently for the 

^htoLre'has built his campaign around 
allegations that Kim Dae Jung amassed 
millions of dollars in political slush funds 
(rom the 1992 presidential campaign. Mr 
Lee has also refused to close the door on 
the possibility of the president's campaign 
war chest being probed. 

— - Reuters 
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Coup foiled: President ChUufoa appealed for unity after 


attempt to oust him Photograph: Greg Bosmeuters 


|’m still in charge, says Zambia leader 

. J el 


An attempted coup by 
disgruntled military 
officers in Zambia was 
crushed yesterday, after 

oniy a few hours. 

Mary Braid says the 
episode has cast fresh 
doubt on the region’s 
stability. 


Twenty men were arrested after 
gunfire erupted around broad- 
cast centre in Lusaka and near 
President Frederick Chiluba s 
state residence. Within four 
hours of the uprising the pres- 
ident was on radio to tell the 
country he was still in charge. 
The defence minister, Ben 
Mwila, said government troops 
had lolled one dissident army of- 
ficer and arrested 15 others. 

“1 want to want those who 
rise by the sword that they will 
fall by the sword," said the 


president, who won Zambia’s i 
first democratic elections in 

1991, ending the 27-year rule of ' 

former president Kenneth ; 
Kaunda. 

Mr Chfluba was re-elected m 
November last year, but the 
elections were boycotted by the 
opposition after he changed 
the law to prevent Mr Kaunda 
from standing against him. 

Mr Chiluba, who did not at- 
tend the Commonwealth Summit 

in Edinburgh which ended on 
Monday, appealed yesterday to 
Zambians to unite, warning; 

can’t go back to the dark agps." 

Although there were reports 
of celebrations following the 
coup failure, the president's 
support has waned significant- 
ly since 1991. Many Zambians 
were deeply disappointed by his 
manipulation of the rules to pre- 
vent Mr Kaunda opposing him. 
i A few months ago Mr Kaunda 
1 claimed the government had 

* tried to assassinate him after he 


was shot at an opposition rally, i 
Mr Qubiba’s democratic oe- < 
dentials also suffered when he 1 
jailed journalists who criticised | 
his introduction of a law which 
requires presidential candidates 
to have Zambian parents, 
effectively barring Mr Kaunda. 
The rebel soldiers claimed yes- 
terday that their hand had been 
forced by a criminal and corrupt 

government ... 

While the coup, headed by 
a soldier identified on radio as 
Captain Soto, was almost over 
before it started, it still casts a 
shadow over southern Africa. 
-There will be a negative 
impact,*’ said Kaire Mbuende. 
executive secretary of the 14- 
nation Southern Africa Devel- 
i opment Community, to which 
; Zambia belongs- “ft ^ 

. doubt on the future political sta- 
. bflity of our region." 
i And although Mr Chiluba s 
1 autocratic tendencies have dis- 
- illusioned many voters, eco- 


nomic reforms forced od the 
country by the World Bank 
have also dented support for the 
government. Zambia is now 
held up as a model of econom- 
ic reform with extensive pri- 
vatisation and sweeping changes 
in state businesses, but the 
changes have brought great 
har dship in their wake. Prices 
are rising and unemployment is 
worsening. 

“The coup is not a surprise, 
but it surprises me with its tim- 
ing,” said Hermann Hanekom 
of the Pretoria-based Africa 
Institute. “Chiluba has for some 
time been playing the democ- 
racy game according to his own 

rules. I am not surprised that he 

is back in power, but we can 
; expect him to pull in the reins 
; on political freedoms, starring 
. with the media." 

Many foreign donors cut aid 
3 to the country last year in an ef- 
. f or t to reverse the new law on 
- the media. 
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Swazi protest against king ^ 

Armed pararnmtary poU^. -- 
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Quake rocks Peru 
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Kashmir chief’s aide killed 

Unidentified assailants sb0 }^^? e rf7^uSkmir po- 




Mr rara , 

Srinagar, the state capital. 

Surfer escapes Great White 

An Australian escaped 

Great White Shark chomped throu^ said Brian Sier- 
shark attacking a surf ski before. 
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Nuclear pact 
to set seal 
on Chinese 
leader’s visit 


When President Clinton 
meets Jiang Zemin in 
Washington today, a deal 
on nuclear co-operation 
will top the agenda. 

As Mary Dejevsky 
reports, the lucrative 
prospect of selling power 
stations to China is 
rapidly outweighing fears 
about national security 
and the balance of 
power. But can Congress 
be persuaded to look 
upon an old enemy as a 
new partner? 


Senior US negotiators were 
still in Peking ai the end of last 
week, putting the finishing 
touches to an agreement which 
could pave the way for Ameri- 
can companies to build nuclear 
power stations in China. Such 
an agreement would have 
multiple advantages. 

It would please major US 
companies, such as Westing- 
house and ABB Combustion 
Engineering, that have been 
hamstrung by the 12-year-old 
US ban on imports of nuclear 
technology to China. They have 
had to watch as French and 
other foreign companies com- 
peted successfully for the big 
Chinese contracts. 

They say they have lost up to 
$16m of sales. An agreement 
would help redress the $40bn- 
and-growing US trade deficit 
with China, and dispel criticism 
in Peking that the US still dis- 
criminates against it for politi- 
cal reasons and uses trade to 
influence its internal policy. ■ 

But before the US relaxes 
the ban, it wants assurances 
from China that it will abide by 
international agreements on 
nuclear technology and use it 
only for peaceful purposes. 

At the weekend. Mr Clinton 
appeared confident such as- 
surances bad been given. In his 
speech on China policy at the 
headquarters of the Voice of 
America radio station on Friday, 
he said: ‘'China has lived up to 
its pledge not to assist unsafe- 
guarded nuclear facilities in 


third countries and it is devel- 
oping a system of export con- 
trols to prevent the transfer or 
sale of technology for weapons 
of mass destruction.’' 

In the preceding days, US of- 
ficials had reported undertak- 
ings from China it would end 
"new'’ sales of nuclear tech- 
nology to Iran. China was also 
said to have told the Americans 
that it was halting shipments of 
cruise missiles to Iran. 

Some Americans are scep- 
tical of China's assurances — 
and its motives. Until recently, 
the Chinese had refused to hall 
sales of nuclear technology to 
Iran, arguing that such exports 
were legitimate because Iran 
was a signatory to the nuclear 
non-proliferation agreement. 

In Congress, which would 
have to approve any change in 
US trade arrangements with 
China, some right-wing Con- 
gressmen say China is being 
disingenuous and will say any- 
thing to obtain a nuclear tech- 
nologyagreemeni with the US 
and that President Clinton is de- 
liberately turning a blind eye to 
recent Chinese violations of 
international agreements on 
technology transfer. 

A different view of some US 
China-watchers is that China is 
genuinely in the process of 
curbing ties with Iran — not to 
please Washington but in its 
own self-interest. 

With its fast-developing 
economy, they say, China will 
need not just US nuclear pow- 
er technology, but a reliable sup- 
ply of Middle East oil and a 
peaceful political environment 
in its western bonier regions and 
has concluded that [ran is more 
of a hindrance than a help. 

Whatever the reasons for 
China's apparent change of 
heart over Iran, it seems to have 
opened the way for what could 
be the one specific agreement 
announced today. The assur- 
ances. however, are reported 
not to be unilateral Before 
committing itself to buying US 
nuclear power technology, 
Peking is said to want cast iron 
undertakings from Wishington 
that sales will not be subject to 
the vagaries of Ufeshington pol- 
itics, in the form of sanctions or 
other political pressure. That is 



Emigres plan a 
rowdy welcome 


Hat triclc President Jiang dons a colonial-style tricorn hat while touring historic Williamsburg Photograph: Reuters 


A readiness to bury 
differences in pursuit of 
the greater cause is not 
something protest 
groups or Emigre 
organisations are known 
for. But more than a 
dozen organisations and 
lobby groups joined to 
protest against the visit 
of the Chinese President. 
Mary Dejevsky went to 
meet them. 

When Jiaflg Zemin arrives at the 

White House for the formal part 
of this week’s summit today, be 
will be greeted by several thou- 
sand demonstrators, many of 
them Chinese exiles, and a copy 
of the Goddess of Democracy 
- the home-made Statue of 
Liberty built by student pro- 
testers - that was smashed by 
Chinese tanks in Tian anm en 
Square eight years ago. 

The demonstration, in 
Lafayette Park just north of foe 
White House, is foe first big set- 
piece event in a week of protest 
that is unusual even in Amer- 
ica, for its tight organisation and 
sharp focus. It is a two-pronged 
protest - against President Jiang 
as representative of the regime 
responsible for the repression 


in Ti ananm en Square and 
which still violates human 
rights, and against foe US Ad- 
ministration for rolling out foe 
red carpet in his honour. 

Human rights groups, co- 
ordinated by Amnesty In- 
ternational and a group called 
Human Rights in China, are dis- 
appointed that President Bill 
Clinton has obtained no 
promises to release or improve 
foe conditions of two prominent 
political prisoners, Wei Jing- 
sheng and Wkng Dan. 

US officials note China 
tends to make concessions af- 
ter foe event rather than before 
so as not to appear to be sub- 
mitting to foreign pressure. 
But recent high-level meet- 
ings, including the visit to 
Peking by foe US Secretary of 
State, Madeleine Albright, 
bave brought no movement. 

Yesterday, introducing foe 
week of protest, William 
Schultz, foe executive-director 
of Amnesty International in 
the US, accused Mr Clinton of 
having “allowed China not just 
to stack foe decks [for foe vis- 
it] but to deal all foe cards." 

China had been able to 
“frame foe debate" - to the 
extent that human rights might 
not even be formally mentioned 
at today's talks. "Trade trumps 
torture every time," he said 


something Congress will be re- 
luctant to give. 

Much is at stake for both 
sides. If China sustains its rapid 
economic growth, it is estimat- 
ed to need $60bn of new reac- 
tors over the next 15 years, and 
much of that business could go 
to US firms. The US, however, 
wants to know that its technol- 
ogy will not be diverted for mil- 
itary use or to third countries. 

China already has signed 
the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty, the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty and the Missile 
Technology Control Regime. 
It has also told the US that it 
wfll join foe Zangger Commit- 
tee. a body through wftidi coun- 
tries supplying nuclear 
technology and equipment co- 
ordinate export procedures. 

A formal announcement to 
this effect today could allow the 
VS to ‘certify' that China is a 
qualified recipient of US nu- 
clear exports and lift foe export 
ban. Mr Clinton could then 
boast that his overall policy, of 
using ’constructive engagement 1 
to coax China into accepting 
international rules of behaviour, 
at least abroad, has been 
vindicated 
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Our new printer can fit 16 drops of 
ink onto the dot above. 



Out new generation HP DeskJet 890C printer uses an 
ink cartridge so advanced it can fire a drop of ink that 
is just 10 picolitres (10/1,000,000,000,000 of a litre) in 
size. Thatfs smaller than any other personal printer 
As a result, it can place up to 16 drops of ink onto 
each individual dot of an image. Which means it 
can produce 30 times more colours per dot than a 
conventional inkjet printer. 

So you get exactly the colour you want with 
smoother gradations between tones and less 
graininess, and all without having to increase dpi 

HP PRINTERS. PAPER THAT WORKS FOR YOU 


(and therefore printing time). We rail this technology 
PhotoREt IL And one of its biggest advantages 
is photo quality output on the ordinary paper that 
yon use most often. So, if you need to produce the 
best possible colour print outs, 
fit one of our printers 
into your office. 

For more 
information visit- 
wvnv.hp.com/gcSdrops 
or call 0990 474747. 
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Dutch pave the way for gay 
couples to adopt children 


Yeltsin declares war on 
political extremists 


The Netherlands is set to become the first country to permit gay 
couples to adopt children, after a parliamentary committee yes* 
terday issued a report recommended full marriage rights for ho- 
ffioseaals, tndudi ng the right to adopt. ^Marriage has always been 
a flexible institution,” said the committee, which was set up in 
June by the Justice Minister, Elisabeth Sdunitz- “Same-sex cou- 
ples can. only be guaranteed equal treatment if they are allowed, 
to enter civil marriage." 

If the proposals become law - which could happen next year 
- they would confirm the penchant for social trail-blazing of a 
country long at the centre of international controversy thanks to 
Us r ela xe d attitude to euthanasia and soft drags Hire mari j uana. 
Sweden and Norway already recognise gay. partnerships for the 
purposes of pensions, taxation, social benefits and inheritance 
laws. But no national legislature has gone as far. as permitting 
such couples to adopt children- In some American states and m 
Britain, single gay people are allowed to adopt children, but not 
couples, a state of affairs that gay rights activists are seeking to 

rhany. 

Previously, the Netherlands’ left-liberal coalition government 
had indicated that it would he happier if the gay marriage pro- 
posals were quietly shelved. But last night the recommendations 
drew broad political support “"We want this to be law before. the 
next election [due in May 1998]," a spokesman for the liberal par- 
ty said. — Rupert Cornwell 


French to march for Algeria 


As Russia approaches the 80th 
anniversary of the 1917 revolution, 
Boris Yeltsin has launched a drive 
to snuff out fascism and political 
extremism. Phil Reeves in Moscow 
asks if it is the threat to 
democracy, or the threat to his 
own power, that really worries the 
president. 


President Yeltsin signed a decree yesterday 
setting up a commission under the Justice 
Minister, Sergei Stepashin, with the task of 
putting a stop to "manifestations of fascism 
and other forms of political extremism in 
the Russian Federation". 

The presidential press office said it would 
“work out measures to prevent political ex- 
it emism and eliminate the causes and 
conditions under which it develops". It 
would also clarify the constitution, which 
outlaws any public body aiming to forcibly 
change constitutional order or instigate so- 
cial. racial, national and religious strife. 

The commission faces a complex task, 
not least because of the blurred line that 
separates extreme-right nationalists and 
monarchists in Russia and outright fascist 
groups, all of which have proliferated 


since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991. Although an estimated 80 ultra-na- 
tionalist groups were last year believed to 
be operating in Russia, right-wing extrem- 
ism has remained on the fringes of politics. 
There has been growing alarm about their 
activities, and also about the astonishing- 
ly high level of anti-Semitism in Russia. One 
small group, Russian National Unity, head- 
ed by Alexander Barkashov, an avowed 
Hitler admirer, has been allowed to patrol 
a park in Moscow in paramilitary fatigues. 

The far-right’s pinnacle came in 1993, 
when the ultra-nationalist Vladimir Zhiri- 
novsky’s party came first with 22.9 per cent 
of the vote. By last year, his following had 
shrivelled considerably, delivering a mere 
5.7 per cent of the poll in the first round 
of the presidential elections. 

There were suggestkwK yesterday that one 
of the commission's targets could be the re- 
tired army general Lev Rokhlin, who has 
called for Mr Yeltsin to be thrown out of 
office by the force of public opposition. He 
has been campaigning within the armed 
forces, and has set up a movement which he 
claims has branches across most of Russia. 

Mr Yeltsin's move will cause wry smiles 
among his opponents, especially in parlia- 
ment. They know all to well that the great 
bulk of the power in the country resides in 
the Kremlin. 


Leadi n g French artists and intellectuals will march through Paris 
on 10 November to call for peace in Algeria. The former Socialist 
culture minister Jack Lang, now head of the French National As- 
sembly foreign affairs committee, said the demonstration by promi- 
nent artists, writers and researchers would not take sides in the 
conflict between the Algiers government and Muslim funda- 
mentalist rebels. The march to the Science Gty museum in the 
north of the capital will be followed by a vigfl. 


Socialists jailed for tax fraud 


Spain's Supreme Court has convicted senior officials from the 
Socialist party in a high-profile case involving illegal political fi- 
nancing that helped bring down the previous government, court 
sources said. Senator Josep Maria Sala and former congressman 
Carlos Navarro were sentenced to three years and nine years in 
prison respectively for illegal association and falsifying documents. 
Navarro was given an additional two years in jail for tax fraud. 
Four other former Socialist officials, including accounts director 
Aida Alvarez and two businessmen, were convicted as well in the 
so-called Filesa case, which was named for the front company 
which was alleged to have been set up to funnel at least lbn pe- 
setas (£3.9lm) to party coffers in 1989. 


Weapons pour into Bosnia 


Hundreds of howitzers and tons of ammunition, donated by the 
United States to the Bosnian Muslim-Croat federation's army, 
arrived in Croatia yesterday. The equipment is part of a $400m 
(£240m) US-backed train-and-equip programme, designed to help 
the Bosnian Muslim-Croat federation establish a military balance 
with the Bosnian Serbs, the Croatian news agency Hina reported. 
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These days, more and more businesses use Email through Demon 
Internet - and customers are starting to expect companies to have 
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missing out on what’s becoming the fastest and most effective way 

for companies to communicate. 


You can quickly exchange text messages, images, word- 
processor Files, spreadsheets and so on with colleagues or 
associate companies. No more waiting for couriers or the 
postman, or trying to read illegible faxes. 


Email is just the start joining Demon internet also gives 
you access to the World Wide Web. Here, you can search 
for information on practically every subject - including vital 
corporate data. In addition, your account gives you 5MB of 


FREE web space, enabling you to advertise your products and 
services 24 hours a day... with no borders or time restrictions. 

What’s more, with Demon Internet’s easy-install software for 
Windows PCs, you can be up and running in just twenty 
minutes. Send for your free information pack today and 
discover why Demon Internet now has over 125,000 satisfied 
customers! 
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Hitler’s mountain eyrie 
to become history centre 






Hi tier meeting Nazi families at the Berghof, where he 1*“**“*?^ ton Getty 
the Soviet Union and entertained CharobeHain Photograph. Hutton c 


The remains of Adolf Hi tier’s alpine retreat 
wiU be converted into a historical document 
centre in order to prevent the site from 
turning into a neo-Nazi haunt, state 
officials said yesterday. 

The former British prime minister 
Neville Chamberlain and the Italian fasefet 
leader Benito Mussolini were among 
Hitler’s guests at his house, the Berghof, 
on the slopes of the Obersaizburg above 
Berchtesgaden on the Austrian border. 

It was also where Hitler planned the 
German invasion of the Soviet Union and 
where he and his armaments minister, 
Albert Speer, conducted the Nazis’ Second 
World War campaign. 

The Berghof and the chalets of other 
senior Nazis soch as Hermann Goering, the 
head of Luftwaffe, and Martin Borina nn, 
one of Hitler’s closest advisers, were 
damaged by an Allied air raid in April 1945. 
Seven years later the ruins were blown up 
on the orders of the Bavarian state gov- 
ernment The grounds were latex used by 
US military forces for recreational purposes 
until 1995. 

"The new documentation centre will be 
housed in part of the bunker system and 
in a new building which is going to be con- 


structed on the grounds of the complesT 
a spokeswoman for the Bavarian finance 
minis try said. „ 

"The documentation centre aims to 
put the Berghof in its historical context 
through exhibitions," she said, addui-. 
that the centre would open early' next 
summer. 

The idea of setting up such a centre 
came from historians and focal politicians 
after lobby groups complained that the 
retreat had become a place of pilgrimage 
for neo-Nazis and other right-wing 
extremists. They also charged that uncritical 
Hitler photograph albums as well as 
banned Nazi symbols and propaganda 
were being routinely sold there. 

The Fiihrer’s long sojourns at (he 
moun tain retreat with members of the Nazi 
£lite and their families were documented 
in detail in hundreds of photographs and 
in colour film. 

Eagles’ Nest, an alpine lookout 1.834 
metres (reOGOft) above sea level is the only 
building remaining from the original 
Berghof retreat and is today a raaunlain- 
top cafo. This was built as a 50th birthday 
present for Hitler. 

Reuters 
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Defiant Saddam set for arms showdown 



On the warpath: President Saddam Hussein and the Revolutionary Council. Saddam could block the UN from monitoring Iraq! missiles 


The Iraqi leader is 
threatening to end 
co-operation with 
United Nations 
inspectors’ in charge of 
the destruction of all 
weapons of mass 
destruction. Patrick 
Cockbum discovers why 
President Saddam 
Hussein is once again 
throwing down 
a gauntlet to the 
Security Council. 

President Saddam has a track 
record of miscalculating 
international response to his 
actions, such as the invasion of 
Iran in 1980 and Kuwait in 
1990. But he is master when it 
comes to assessing the balance 
of political forces at home. 

In the past few days, the 
Iraqi leader has moved closer 
to a confrontation with the UN 
Security Council. 

Yesterday Saddam was 
chairing a meeting of his 
ruling Revolution Command 
Council to discuss a recom- 
mendation by the Iraqi 
National Assembly that he 
cease co-operation with UN 
weapons' inspectors. 

This would make it impos- 
sible for the international 
team to visit military facilities 
in search of concealed 
nuclear, chemical or biological 
arms, and evidence of the 
means to develop missiles. 


Since the inspectors arrived in 
1991. Iraq has fought a rear- 
guard battle lo stop them dis- 
covering any material or 
documents from Saddam's 
1 980s campaign to develop a 
nuclear bomb, chemical and 
biological weapons — a cam- 
paign that was nearly a success. 

The opinions of the Iraqi 
National Assembly do not nor- 
mally count for much in Iraqi 
decision-making. But Saddam 
might prevent UN inspectors 


working, despite warnings 
frum Russia and France — the 
two powers Iraq hopes will gel 
sanctions lifted. 

France yesterday said it 
had warned Iraq against sus- 
pending ties with the UN arms 
inspectors. It said Iraq's co-op- 
eration was the only way it 
could secure the end of sanc- 
tions imposed in 1990. 

Russia was equally firm. 
\tolcry NesterushJdn, the For- 
eign Ministry spokesman, said 


eration with the UN 
inspectors would be “fraught 
with negative consequences, 
above all for Iraq itself. 

Last week, Russia and 
France abstained when the 
US and Britain threatened in 
the Security Council to stop 
Iraqi officials’ travelling abroad 
unless inspectors were free to 
do their job. 

In private, Russian officials 
say Iraq is cutting the ground 


from under its feet. If the 
Kremlin does move into a con- 
frontation with the US in the 
Middle East, iL wQl be more 
likely to do so over business 
with Iran. 

Richard Butler, head of 
the UN Special Commission 
(Unscom) on dismantling 
weapons of mass destruction, 
said the Iraqi attitude was 
ambivalent. 

Only last Thursday his 
inspectors had found three 


empty warheads that Baghdad 
had previously denied. 

Meanwhile. Saddam's grip 
on domestic politics is far 
surer. Without his help, Mas- 
soud Barzani, leader of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). has withstood an 
offensive backed by Iran. 

Earlier this month, the Pa- 
triotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), led by Jalal Talabani. 
bunched an attack against the 
KDP. It appeals to have failed. 


Arafat cracks down on media after riots hit Gaza 


Israelis refuse to 
accept truth 
behind ambush 


Khaiid Amayreh, one of the few 
remaining independent Pales- 
tinian journalists, who bad just 
published a report cm torture in 
his country's prisons, was 
released yesterday after 48 
hours under arresL 

None of the Palestinian me- 
dia mentioned that Mr 
Amayreh. 41, who lives in He- 


bron and is a long-time critic of 
Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, had been detained. 

In the article which led to his 
arrest Mr Amayreh quoted 
members of Hamas, the Islam- 
ic militant group, as saying say- 
ing they had been tortured. 
Iyad Imreish, one prisoner in- 
terviewed. said: “They took off 


my clothes and laid me out on 
the floor of the room. They 
poured cold water on me. and 
started to beat me with a 
broomstick. When it broke they 
brought another one.” 

In another example of cen- 
sorship by Mr Arafat Palestin- 
ian police at the weekend 
stopped journalists reporting a 


riot in Rafah, a town of 120,000 
m Gaza, in which the house of 
the Palestinian governor was 
burned down. 

Abdullah Abu Samhandana. 
the governor, leader of a pow- 
erful local clan and governor, 
was forced to fle^ after his 
house was attacked by 2,000 
mourners attending the funeral 


of a rival clan member killed in 
a shooting. 

In s u pp r essing the riot Pales- 
tinian police used live ammu- 
nition and one rioter was killed. 
The police confiscated the film 
of local journalists. The 
Spmhanrinna Han , supported by 
Mr Arafat, has hitherto treat- 
ed Rafah as its political fiefdom. 


Since his return to Gaza in 1994. 
Mr Arafat has tried to restore 
the power of the traditional dan 
leaders to buttress bis author- 
ity. Their influence h3d been re- 
duced during the Palestinian 
Intifada and they arc often un- 
popular. as they allocate jobs 
only to members of their clan. 

— Patrick Cockbum 


An official Israeli report 
into the deaths of eleven 
soldiers who set out to 
ambush guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon last 
month — only to be 
ambushed themselves - 
has concluded they were 
victims of bad luck 
rather than betrayal. But 
Robert Fisk finds that the 
the report bears little 
relation to the facts. 


In Jerusalem, the repun may be 
comforting. But in Lebanon, it 
reads like farce. For if the Israeli 
commission of inquiry is to be 
believed, the Israelis still do not 
know who ambushed them, 
have convinced themselves an 
entire minefield was set up - 
quite by chance, at the side of 
a lemon grove 22 miles inside 
southern Lebanon - and that 
their men came under fire from 
a house which docs not exist. If 
this is what Major General 
Gabi Ofir and Brigadier Gen- 
eral Ran Galbaka have con- 
cluded, Israeli troops are 
doomed lo further disasters. 

Eleven out of the 1 6 soldiers 
on the raid towards the village 
of Aansariyeh were blown up 
by mines that had been laid on 
the ground and hung from trees 
on the route which the Israelis 
were taking, the survivors com- 
ing under fire from Hizbollah 
guerrillas lying in wait. Investi- 
gations at the scene by The In- 
dependent last month proved the 
Hizbollah knew the raiders 
were coming and warned local 
Lebanese army troops they 
were preparing an ambush. The 
Israelis were betrayed by a 
double-agent, one of an army of 
informers who have been 
suborned or blackmailed by 
Lebanese guerrillas to change 
sides over the past year. 

The informer - who has a 
relative imprisoned by the 


Israelis - was identified by The 
Independent. But nowhere in the 
Israeli report is he even referred 
to. Indeed, the Ofir-Galbaka in- 
quiry suggests he never existed 

- even though all Israeli raids 
arc co-ordinated with local col- 
laborators. That guerrillas 
would have laid the mines by 
chance in so remote a spot de- 
fies imagination. Bui so the re- 
port would have us believe. 

The ambush was pre-naroed 
Operation Abbas - after the 
Hizbollah secretary-general 
assassinated along with his wife 
and son by the Israelis in Feb- 
ruary 1994 - but the Israeli com- 
mission claims it has not clearly 
identified which group of guer- 
rillas killed its men. In facL the 
Hizbollah planted the mines 
and - according to security 
sources in Lebanon - actually 
drew the map which the Israelis 
used. 

Nor does the Israeli report 
make clear their mission in 
Lebanon: according to The In- 
dependent's investigation, it was 
to capture a Hizbollah official 
whom they believed - wrongly 

- was staying in the village of 
Aansariyeh on 4 September. 
The house from which fire was 
supposedly directed at the Is- 
raeli troops does not exist; in 
fact, the Hizbollah gunfire came 
from the north - not from the 
south as the report suggests. 

Perhaps it was too hard for 
the Israelis lo admit the truth 
after the biggest catastrophe to 
befall their occupation forces in 
Lebanon in 10 years. One won- 
ders what Lieutenant General 
Amn nn Lipldn S hahak. Chief of 
the Israeli General Staff, made 
of his officers’ report. For the 
general is an expen on raids into 
Lebanon. In 1973, he led Israeli 
soldiers and Mossad agents 
into west Beirut to kill Pales- 
tinians who had massacred the 
Israeli team at the 1972 Munich 
Olympics. He, of all people, 
should know that in Lebanon, 
no ambush takes place ran- 
domly or by chance. 
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This winter may prove to have devastating 
consequences for the people of North Korea. With the 
public's support, the Red Cross has ensured that basic 
me dical and food aid has been reaching those who need 
it most But supplies are running dangerously low at a 
time when help is needed more than ever before. 

• - For the third consecutive year, a combination of 
devastating floods and drought has ruined harvests and 
destroyed homes. In parts of North Korea children are 
already having to live on a diet of tree bark and roots. 
But, without urgent help, many will not survive the 
bitter cold of the North Korean winter. 

Help is needed urgently to avoid this catastrophe 
In addition to food and medical equipment, blankets 
and -winter jackets are now desperately needed. You can 
do something, to prevent huge numbers of children 
suffering through toe winter months. £26 could help 
feed a family of four for two months. 


Please call now with your credit card donation. 
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Technology is constantly progressing, and to help 
yon take advantage of this. Gateway 
2000 doesn't stock any PCs. 

Instead, we discuss what yon 
want from a computer, then 
when you’re ready, we 
build yon one to suit your 
individual needs, gnawing 
that your system has 
what we call 


Why not enjoy some of the friendly, helpful service 


that's made Gateway one of the world's largest 



“fresh technology": the very latest components from the 
world's top manufacturers. Our special system, pictured right, 
is powered by the hot Intel Pentium II Processor. It’s just one 
example of what we can build for you, and you're welcome 
to upgrade its configuration (naturally at extra cost!). 

A built-to-order Gateway system means you don't have to pay 
for something you don't need. And it includes free tec hnical 
support over the phone for as long as you own your PC. 
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Hopefuls queue up for the ritual rubbishing 



This year’s £20,000 Turner PKw 
will be won by a woman for only 
the second time in its history -■ 
but she won’t be either a painter 

or a sculptor. 

joioMoyes looks around this 

year’s installations, as they go on 
show, and predicts yet another 
controversy. 


There are few certainties in life, but out- 
ran at the Turner Prize ^^ is onc And 
as" the work of the four short-hsted M- 
ists was unveiled yesterday at London s Tue 
Gallery ii appeared this year would be no 

“Tmeto controversial form, there was 
not a painting or sculpture among the -0 
works on show, simply installations which 
ranged from dusted skeletons to a video 
of m abusive mother-daughter relation- 

Sh The exhibits, by Britain's foremost 
contemporary artists. svcrc describe, J as 
“very accessible and exciting Y 
gallery's Curator of Interpreiauon. Simon 

Ls fair to say exhibits such as Cor 
nelia Parkers Negatives of Sound, whichm 
eludes earplugs “made of fluff gathered m 
the Whisperina Gallery. St Paul s Cathe- 
dral". are" unlikely to provoke as cnthusi 
astic a response among traditionalists. 

The artist, previously famous for her col 
laboration with the actress Tilda Swinton 
on a work that involved the stress steep- 
ing for a week in the Serpentine Ga^eiy 
ato featured Exhaled Cocaine 1996 - a 
handful of the drug, incinerated 

Her spectacular main exhibit. Mass, con- 
sists of shards of blackened wood, the 
charred remains of a Baptist church in 

Texas, suspended in an "exp'^n from 

the ceiling on threads. . 

Bui then this should be no surprise from 
an artist who has previously created artby 
blowing up a garden shed, steamro lie nn 
everyday items and dropping things over 

lhL Another artist likely to upset the purists 
Ls Christine Borland, who shows ihreeworks 
investigating the brutal loss of human 
identitv in medical research. 

One piece. Phantom Twins , is based on 
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leather dolls containing real foetal skele- 
tons used in the 18th century to demonstrate 

childbirth. , , 

Another installation features woskele- 
tons, one oversized, one undersized, both 
of which have been laid on 

“dusted" and then the bones removed, lead- 
ing “just a shadow that you could blow 

3W UnUke another artist who recent 
made headlines, Ms Borland bought her 


body parts from India, purchasing o 
unidentified “Asian woman for £900. 
With the help of forensic scientists, Bor- 
land established an identity for her. Tbeex- 
hibitionalso features 
installations by Gillian Weanng, widely 
Upped to be this year’s winner. 

Wearing is fascinated by the ambigui- 
ties in human relationships; her and 
Mum features a mother and daughter s em- 
brace which slowly becomes abusive. Her 


60 Minutes Silence consists of a huge 
videoscreen showing ranksof u^onnedpo- 
lice officers remaining silent for an hour 

Angela Bulloch's Superstructure wuh 
SateQiies will at least impress those who be- 
lieve in art as entertainment 

It is a large-scale piece of furniture paint- 
ed in primal colours, surrounded ly a se- 
ries of mange noises set off by visitors who 
trigger pressure pads on the floor. 

Yesterday two builders appeared un- 


Burnt offering: 

Whisper^ ^Tsureilffe. («*)- 

Bulloch’s Superstructure wnn 

Photographs: Brian Hams 

permitted as they made use of the red cush- ^^.“JJ^etXapahttregorraar- 

fomldsSt, unaware that they «« « w u ^ be anything, he d 
ing the strange booming sound around ble^ virion. he ^ S 

Nobody is surprised when the Turner ■£*£ atteo ^y »dd^ 

Pr °Mr wSuvpethaps mindful of epithets to OW 

“the usual J^ch b ^u to contemporary 

Show" aud “absolute rebbtsh-. was ^ under 50. wall be an- 

yesterday robust in its I defence d on 2 December. 

-Contemporary artists have been ex 
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Defiant; Neil and Christine Hamilton at Westminster yesterday Photograph: Reuters 

Hamilton has Fayed taped 



A raw broke out last night over 
the handling of the Nell 
Hamilton case after a com- 
mittee of MPs decided not to 
take more evidence from the 
former minister. 

The standards and privi- 
leges committee decided yes- 
terday it had heard enough 
from Mr Hamilton, who bad 
been found to have taken cash 
from the Harrods owner 
Mohammed AJ Rayed for lob- 
bying, but Quentin Davies, a 
Tory member of the commit- 
tee, said last night that the de- 
cision was “a complete farce." 

"On that bass I think any 
verdict reached by it will be un- 
sound. It wQl be a miscarriage 
of justice whether or not it pro- 
nounces Mr Hamilton inno- 
cent or guilty,” he said. 

In any case, the former 
MP is in no mood to go qui- 
etly- In one of the most bizarre 
twists in the long-running saga 


he called a press conference to 
play two tapes, littered with 
profanities and which he said 
were of conversations between 
Mr f^yed and his arch-rival. 
Tiny Rowland. 

Mr Hamilton claimed that 
the tapes, which came via Mr 
Rowland’s solicitor, proved 
Mr Fayed bad wanted to bring 
him down because he was 
part of the government which 
refused him a British passport 

The tapes were supposed to 
have been recorded by Mr 
Fayed in October 1994, just af- 
ter The Guardian first pub- 
lished allegations that Mr 
Hamilton bad taken cash for 
questions. They appear to 
show that the two men were 
discussing how they could pool 
information in order to wreak 
revenge on Michael Howard, 
who appointed government 
inspectors to look into the 
takeover battle between the 


two men for Hairods. 

Amid manic laughter, Mr 
Fayed appears to leD Mr Row- 
land: “The people who hurt 
you and people who hurt me 
... we gonna exchange infor- 
mation and anything because 
you been taken advantage of 
by those parasites and crooks 
you know, because you have 
a lot of s*** from the Estab- 
lishment and all the £•••*** 
people.” 

The Commons Standards 
and Privileges Committee is 
considering its response to a 
report from Sir Gordon 
Downey, the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards, 
which found “compelling ev- 
idence” that Mr Hamilton 
took cash payments from Mr I 
Riyed for lobbying services. 

It will meet next Tbesday to 
consider its response to Sir 
Gordon’s report. 

— Fran Abrams 



Shadow ministers poised to 
quit over Euro-sceptic policy 


One Tory MP is poised 
to resign the party whip 
and another may resign 
from the front bench in 
protest at William 
Hague’s Euro-sceptic 
policy on the single 
currency. Cofin Brown, 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, says 
some shadow cabinet 
ministers may also be 
forced out. 


Friends of two shadow cabinet 
ministers are urging them not 
to resign over the hardening of 
policy on the single European 
currency, which could lead one 
Tbry MP to quit and another to 
stand down from the front 
bench. 

David Curry, shadow agri- 
culture spokesman, and Sir 
George Youngs shadow defence 

spokesman - the leading pro- 
Europeans in the shadow cab- 
inet-objected to the hardening 
of policy before the Tory party 


conference. A compromise to 
reject entiy “for the foreseeable 
future” was lashed together for 
a show of unity, but it was 
ditched last week in favour of 
a more Euro-sceptic stance, 
ruling out entry for at least 10 
years. 

Some of their colleagues 
are urging them to reopen the 
debate at today's meeting of the 
shadow cabinet But one source 
said they had “no chance”. “We 
are very comfortable with the 
policy now. It has got the Gov- 
ernment on the run.” 

■ Ian Thylor, a Huy spokesman 
on Northern Ireland, is also un- 
happy with the hardening of pol- 
icy and has told friends he may 
resign from the front botch, un- 
less it is changed. 

The commitment to oppose 
entry to the single currency at 
the next general election makes 
it more difficult for Mr Cuny 
to stay in the shadow cabinet 
He has told colleagues he would 
resign to fight for a “yes” vote 
in a referendum on the single 
currency. 

But bis friends are urging 
him to stay, after Gordon 


Brown, the Chancellor, said 
Labour would not hold a ref- 
erendum until after the next 
election. 

“I think David, and Sir 
George are going to stay on 
board,” said one shadow cabi- 
net colleague. “They seem to 
have accepted the change.” 

But a veteran Tbiy “wet”, Pe- 
ter Temple-Morris is poised to 
resign the whip and wfl] tell his 
constituency on Monday about 
his decision in protest at the 
growing Euro-scepticism of 
William Hague's team. 

A senior government source 
yesterday fuelled peculation 
that the Tbry MP for Leomin- 
ster could be about to defect to 
Labour, while Liberal Democ- 
rats said they expected him to 
cross the floor to their bench- 
es, following in the steps of two 
former Tory MPs, Emma 
Nicholson and Hugh Dykes. 

However, right-wing Con- 
servative MPs yesterday 
shrugged off the threat of his de- 
parture. “He’s hardly a Tbry ME 
he’s so far out on the left wing. 
And would anyone notice?” 
said one frontbencher. 


Warnings about Gulf War 
vaccines ignored by MoD 


The armed forces 
minister, John Reid, 
yesterday released 
government papers 
which revealed a picture 
of appalling bungling by 
the Ministry of Defence 
over Gulf War illnesses 
with warnings from 
health officials being 
ignored. Ian Burrell finds 
that three senior MoD 
officials have since been 
disciplined. 


The Ministry of Defence ig- 
nored danger warnings from the 
Department of Health and al- 
lowed British troops in the 
Gulf War to be injected with 
vaccines which were unlicensed 
for use. 

The use of the anthrax vac- 
cine in combination with a 
substance called pertussis, 
which was designed to enhance 
its effect, had been shown to be 
dangerous in experiments on 
mice. 

In December 1990, a month 
before the outbreak of war, a 
senior Department of Health 
official faxed a warning to the 


MoD about the “anxieties my 
experts have about the simul- 
taneous administration of an- 
thrax and pertussis vaccine”. 

He attached a letter of con- 
cern from the Hertfordshire- 
based National Institute for 
Biological Standards and Con- 
trol, which bad tested the vac- 
cines on animals. “When [the 
vaccines were] combined there 
was evidence of severe loss of 
condition and weight loss in an- 
imals," the letter warned. 

Nevertheless, the vaccines 
were used in combination on 
British troops. 

Yesterday, John Reid, the 
armed forces minister, said that 
attempts to discover what had 
been done about the Depart- 
ment of Health warnings had 
not been conclusive. However, 
it was revealed in the report that 
the health department fax was 
not logged by the MoD until 10 
days after it arrived. 

It was admitted that pertus- 
sis, which is used to treat 
whooping cough, was not li- 
censed for use on adults. 

Dr Reid released a 27-page 
re pan giving details of all the 
medical counter-measures used 
to protect British troops during 
the Gulf War. 

The report stated that, two 


months before the outbreak of 
war. Allied intelligence made a 
“revised assessment” judge- 
ment that Iraq had developed 
Plague as a biological warfare 
agenL 

As a consequence, British 
troops were given doses of the 
American-produced Cutter 
plague vaccine, which was un- 
licensed in Britain. A botulism 
vaccine and Naps (nerve agent 
pre-treatment sets) tablets, both 
widely administered, were also 
unlicensed. Troops were also ex- 
posed to orgaoopbosphate 
(OP) pesticide sprays, and Dr 
Reid yesterday issued a second 
report detailing how Parlia- 
ment bad been repeatedly mis- 
led over the extent of their use. 

Yesterday’s report said: 
“MoD Service and Civil Service 
staff knew that OP pesticides 
had been used more extensive- 
ly than had previously been 
reported and that this new in- 
formation would embarrass the 
department However, appro- 
priate action was not taken.” 

Two high-ranking military 
staff and one civil servant have 
been “reprimanded” over the 
failure to pass the information 
to ministers. Court-martial of 
the military personnel was not 
considered appropriate. 


Dr Reid said that the release 
of the reports was pan of a new 
spirit of openness between the 
MoD and the Gulf War veter- 
ans. “I am committed to doing 
all that I can to get rid of the 
distrust which has built up over 
the years between the Ministry 
of Defence and those who 
served their country in the 
Gulf,” he said. 

“This can only be done by a 
determined effort to pursue a 
policy of openness, whatever the 
difficulties and however many 
uncomfortable questions it 
may raise.” 

Dr Reid stressed that his de- 
partment had no immediate 
plans to compensate sick vet- 
erans on the grounds that no 
cause had been found and so 
blame could not be appor- 
tioned. He said that the war 
pensions scheme provided suf- 
ficient financial support. 

Richard Barr, the Norfolk 
solicitor representing hundreds 
of Gulf veterans who arc seek- 
ing compensation, said: “The 
fact that he is saying that they 
are not even contemplating 
compensating tbc veterans 
perhaps shows that the Ministry 
of Defence has a fairly closed 
mind to the idea that it might 
be at fault” 


30p an hour. 
It’s so wrong. 


MP has 
ministers 
in sights 


Ministers are bracing them- 
selves for an hour of em- 
barrassment in the 
Comm ons tomorrow, when 
the Liverpool MR Robert 
Ware mg, is due to be sus- 
pended from Parliament 
for a week for not declaring 
a company interest. 

The Commons Com- 
mittee on Standards and 
Privileges also agreed in 
July that Mr Wareing, 
Labour MP for West Der- 
by. “should make an apol- 
ogy to the House by means 
of a personal statement." 

But there were fears that 
the MP would seize the op- 
portunity to give vent to his 
anger over the affair. 

That anger was evident 
in Mr Whreing’s evidence to 
Sir Gordon Downey, the 
Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Standards, who 
investigated the initial com- 
plaint lodged by Nick 
Brown, the Government 
Chief Whip. 

The allegations centred 
on claims tha t Mr YMireing 
had business links with the | 
Bosnian Serb regime. i 
— Anthony Bevins 



So write. 


We believe that most British 
people would be horrified at the 
hardship behind many of the goods 
they buy. Wages of less than £3 a day 
are common. 

So we welcome the steps that 
supermarkets have taken to sign up 
to ethicai codes of conduct. 

Registered charily no 258003 


But now it’s time for supermarkets 
to turn principles agreed on paper 
into practice, with tangible benefits 
for Third World families. 

Shoppers need to know that the 
products they buy meet basic 
minimum standards for all workers, 
wherever they are. 


We’re collecting coupons to let 
supermarket directors know how 
strongly their customers feel. 

So make your mark. Send the 
coupon. Or call us on 0345 000 300 . 

ChristianWAid 

We believe in life before death 

www.onewDrid.org/chriaian_id 
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REVIEW 

The Secret Fall of 
Constance Wilde 

Abbey Theatre, Dublin 

More an adaptation than a 
play, Tom KHroy’s fresh spin 
on Oscar Wilde’s life pre- 
tends to redress an imbal- 
ance, by focusing on the 
man’s long-suffering wife. 
Unfortunately, it falls into 
many traps: the unavoid- 
able cliches of tbe epigram- 
matic stage -Oscar, and the 
hazards of inventing around 
unknown events a century 
ago, here lamely overlaid 
with psyco therapeutic para- 
digms from our own age. 

At its core, this is a three- 
hander between Jane Bren- 
nan's stiffly enunciated, 
highly rational, stalwart 
Constance; the gravelly, 
Shakespearian moans of 
Robert O’ Mahoney’s tor- 
mented Oscar: and - infi- 
nitely more watchable - the 
sullen, peremptory pup of 
Andrew Scott’s Lord Al- 
fred Douglas. Around them, 
in their imaginary afterlife, 
loom the enormous embell- 
ishments of Patrick Mason's 
production. The chorus of 
spectres in pin-stripe suits 
are most effective, their 
faces masked like sword- 
fencers, manipulating pup- 
pets which provide., 
metaphors of parental de- 
terminism. The child pup- . 
pets of the Wildes' two boys 
arc poignant enough, but the 
giant puppets signifying 
monstrous Freudian father- 
figures back-fire ludicrous- 
ly - particularly that of 
Constance’s father, with its 
grotesque enactment of oral 
sexual abuse. 

Despite the visual allure 
of Joe Vhnek’s typically bold, 
elegant set (under Nick 
Chelton’s chilly smoke-blue 


landscapes), these devices 
rarely fuse with the cold, di- 
rectionless drama. The lat- 
ter displays some early 
flashes - the snatch of dia- 
logue from Oscar about the 
infuriating, leaking good- 
ness of Constance, her regret 
at the animalis tic nature of 
their lovemaking, and ap- 
peals towards his sense of re- 
sponsibility. But these 
strands are ploughed under 
by the tumult of incoherent 
style: the invocation of the 
classical androgyne (one of 
a number of scholarly out- 
lakes from the drama): the 
apotheosis of the jailbird 
Wilde; or his mystic con- 
version to Catholicism, with 
Scott as a kind of mouth- 
kissing Pierre-et-Gilles 
priest-Christ. 

As KQrqy admits, through 
Bosie: “There are so many 
Oscars, that’s what makes 
him so seductive" - so again, 
Oscar remains indomitably 
centre-stage. Part of the 
problem is that, while it is 
easy to improvise around 
him, it is far less so with the 
overshadowed, unknown 
Constance. Here, she is lit- 
tle more than a peculiar ci- 
pher - despite her sharp, 
educated tongue, an all-for- 
giving, sainted woman. Ob- 
scurely wrestling with her 
own “evir, she interprets her 
attraction to Oscar as 
: wounded pattern-behaviour; 
her experience of abuse in- 
explicably fused with a Seri- 
«5Bs fall in '3$95, which, 
hastened her early death. 
Glancing off such confused 
notions, Kilroy seems to 
flinch at indicting Oscar; in 
the process writing a play 
which is dramatically inert, 
and fails to realise Con- 
stance beyond a distant psy- 
chiatric equation. 

7b 15 November (booking: 00 
353 1 878 7222) 
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Win a set of MGM Westerns 
and a “Magnificent Seven” 
days in Arizona 



The MGM Westerns 
collection includes the 
very best in western 
movie history. 

Unforgettable scenes 
from these classics will 
tempt every western 
movie buff to own this 

invaluable collection; The 
Good, The Bad and The 


More; Tb,e Magnificent 
Seve&; The Horse 
Soldiers; The Alamo; 
fjpnfl *em High; How The 
West Was One; The 
Kentuckians; Red River; 
The Scalphnnters; Fat 
Garrett and Billy The 
Kid and The Big 
Conn* 1 ?' 

The magnificent seven 
days holiday, with 


Funway Holidays, will be I 
in Scottsdale, Arizona 1 
“the west's most western ; 
town” for 2 adults, i 
staying at the Hospitality | 
Suite Resort, including a i 
weeks car rental and | 
return non-stop j 

scheduled flights to , 
Phoenix. j 


er this competition 
simply dial 0930 567 717, 
answer the following 
question on line leaving 
your name and full 
address : 

In which Californian 
town did Clint Eastwood 
serve as Mayor? 

The bobday is to be taken between 
1 November A 31 December 
(esdudineI3-24 Dec). For j am- of 
Funwav IfclsSays IvStt USA - Any 
Way You like brochure cull 01SI 
4*6 nrn ■ subject to «vadubOits. 


'caiitcoU SOP t* lrtnuh ‘ * *1 tin*fc Wmfcr Pg** * 1 
29 0tfc*ei 1991 - IKmi Nefc-sraoer PuWcbing ru*» *ppfy taro's m-cao" 


Solitary, p 
Well, they 


A man, a wo m an, a space 
(the Other Ptace), a few 
(a very few) words... 

How are Katie Mitchell 
and Juliet Stevenson 
proposing to turn half a 
dozen of the late Samuel 
Beckett* edndsest ; 
‘dramaticufes' into an 
evening* entertainment? 


“It’s been 31, which wasn't a 
help,” laughs director Katie 
Mitchell, starting up a 
metronome that is suffering 
from trailing tick syndrome. Tb 
embark on chb current prefect, 
you would certainly need an 
alert metronome and a healthy 
stopwatch, an acute sense of 
proportion and no sense of pro- 
portion whatsoever - plus a 
good working relationship with 
the author's zealously vigOant 
estate and maybe even a handy 
stash of valium. 

With Juliet Stevenson and 
Nigel Cooke as the (virtually) 
solo leads, Mitchell is mount- 
ing two paired productions 
(one focusing on each gender) 

jomrty mmprkmg an evening of 

six Beckett shorts, those “(fra- 


BY PAUL 
TAYLOR 


maticules” - as the author 
described them - that are at 
once miracles and nightmares 
of musicianly precision, fo- 
cused intensity and psycholog- 
ical penetration. 

1 met up with director and ac- 
tress at the Other Place in 
Stratford (where the project 
opens tonight) on a golden, 
piercingly beautiful October 
day. Neithct u f fftem, itnhntBe 
said, looked as if .they’d seen 
much sun lately,' resembling 
more the prisoners who blun- 
der into the fight at the end of 
Fidelia than the thronging trip- 
pets I had had to wade through 
in the town. That, dearly, is 
what rehearsing a lot of this au- 
thor does to you. On just such 
a day, one of his friends, while 
walking out with Beckett, re- 
marked that it made you feel 
glad to be alive. “I wouldn't go 
that Ear” was the characteristi- 
cally dry response. 

Certainly, you feel it would 
take more than a spot of heav- 
enly weather to bring out the 
gypsy in any of the characters 
here. They range from the sus- 
pended, jabbering mouth in Not 
/ to the faintly lit face of the 
old man in That Time who finds 
himself bombarded by the 
recorded voices of three past 
selves. They extend from the 
compulsively pacing May of 
Footfalls to the beached father- 
haunted protagonist in Embers, 
a piece whose radio play origins 
are to be ingeniously respect- 
ed in Mitchell's staging. 

Minimalist to a degree that 
pushes (with a paradoxically po- 
tent theatricality) towards a 
kind of anti-theatre, these are 
plays that hover like ghosts “on 
the very edge of what [is] pos- 
sible in the theatre*’, as Beck- 
ett put it to his latest 
biographer. James Knowkon. 
On one of the manuscripts of 
That Time , he wrote, tellingly, 
“To the objection visual com- 
ponent too smafl, out of afl pro- 
portion with aural, answer: 
make it smaller oo the princi- 
ple that less is more." 

Of course, this minimalism 
could s om et im e* topple into 
unintentional farce. The 
Broadway producers of the 
erotic revue Oh! Calcutta! to 
whkbBedrettccmtributcd a35- 
secood sketch. Breath, decided 
to transform what was intend- 
ed as an ironic party-pooper 
into more of a standard turn- 
on by taking Beckett's stage di- 
rection -“Bunt l%ht on stage 
littered with misceHancous rub- 
bish. Hold light about five sec- 
onds" - and inserting the 
phrase “including naked peo- 
ple” after the word “rubbish". 
Outrageous, yes, but a Wl of 
you feels that Breath was ask- 
ing for it. 

For the most put, though- 
Beckett's “dfcranaiieuies"- cer- 
tainly all those in this project 
- “bite off more than they es- 
chew", to hijack Christopher 
Ricks’s witty defence of the 
same author’s increasingly 
dwindling - unsubstantial yet 


>or, nasty, brutish and short? 


probably wouldn’t 





never insubstantial - prose 
works. There is, after all, a 
world of difference between 
parsimony (an objection J haw 
to some of Pinter's short, and 
indeed long, plays) and 
economy. 

An entire evening made up 
of such pieces poses problems, 
though, of rehearsal, of order- 
ing. and of selling. While each 
of the plays has its own strong 
and unmistakable personal 
identity, they are. as a group, 
full of mutual cross-references. 
Mental tics and their corre- 
sponding verbal tics, keep resur- 
facing. For example, the solitary 
burden of consciousness is ex- 
pressed in the same way by (he 
old man in That Time and the 
woman in Rnckaby, who is 
rhythmically- rocked to seeming 
death by her mother's racking 

chair. Speaking of herself in the 
third person, die roc kingly re- 
cites: “till the day came/ in the 
end came/ dose of a long day/ 
when she said, lo herself/ whom 
else/ lime she Mopped' time she 
stopped " . The savage shrug 
(several times repeated) of that 
rhetorical question “whom 
else?" has its counterpart 
(again repeated) in Thar Tune'. 
“you could never he the same 
after crawling about year after 
year sunk in your lifelong mess 
muttering to yourself who else 
you'll never be the same after 
tb im- 
practical difficulties arise 
both for director and per- 
formers. How « MilcheD going 
to ensure that the pieces retain 
their individual impact and 
don't simply cancel each other 
out? What rehearsal methods 

can help release these difficult 
but deeply recognisable char- 
acter* and save the actor from, 
as Juliet Stevenson tirolly puts 


it, “looping round and finding 
yourself back at the beginning 
again and not being able to get 
off the roundabout" - or even 
suddenly cueing yourself into a 
parallel play? 

Whnt Stevenson calls “the 
merger between real environ- 
ments and psychological envi- 
ronments" in these works is 
crucial lo the gamc-pian of 
Mitchell's production. For 
both of the thrcc-play groups, 
the aim is to pull the audience 
into an overall experience that 
will be like moving around pri- 
vate rooms that arc also inte- 
riors of the psyche. Each space 
will be arranged ho that (as 
Mitchell puts it) there is “ab- 
solutely spot-on side-line ac- 
cess" to (he visual nub of the 
mailer. For example, in the ub- 
scssionaily precise repetitive 
pacing in Footfalls, the char- 
acter, May. stands more on the 
right side of the line than on 
the left: therefore, the arrange- 
ment of the scats (different for 
each show) is biased accord- 
ingly. There will be delicate 
“linking environments", so 
that as (he audience progress- 
es from, say. Footfalls to Ruck- 
ahy , it will have to travel down 
May’s well-trodden wooden 
plank and will hear, in an oth- 
erwise totally carpeted room, 
tbe amplified sound of its own 
tread. 

The logic of the ordering nt 
the pieces is intuitive. Mitchell 
reveals: a progressive “dwin- 
dling” or the visual image and. 
conversely, a heightening of the 
aural dimension, climaxing on 
the demented jabber of Not I. 
Of course, no amount ol am- 
bient stimulus can alter the. fad 
that these plays leave an actor 
horribly exposed and respon- 
sible. Beckett's characters are 


at once daunting technical ex 
erases, demanding the rhyth- 
mic. almost impersonal 
discipline of the most abstract 
music-making, and recognis- 
able beings who need, in 
Mitchell's phrase, to be 
“warmed through” to bring 
out the common humanity that 
is in each. 

As Stevenson says, there are 
psychiatric names for alt the 
complaints on display here 
(“obsessive compulsive disor- 
der", for example) but the 
seemingly extreme behaviour of 
Beckett's people is just ihe in- 
tense magnification of stales 
must of us have touched on 
some time. Hence, the various 
angles of approach needed in 
the rehearsal room. The kinds 
of question the Stanislavski 
Method would ask of a stage 
character (how old is she? 
when did her mother die? 
what's her objective? etc) bear 
fruit up to u point. The (cam has 
decided, as one result of this, 
to play Rnckaby as though Ihe 
woman has just taken an 
overdose, 

Beyond that, though, the 
technical demands require 
drilling and improvisation and 
gomes that help, as Mitchell 
puls it, to “physicalise the 
thought processes". Tb clarify 
(he difference between ihe 
through-line narrative in these 
monologues and the enormous 
parenthetical digressions, (hey 
played a game where the actor 
had to jump in the room be- 
tween a spot marking “narra- 
tive" and a spot marking 
“parenthesis”. Sometimes, 
Mitchell reveals, the actor was 
on the parenthesis spot for 10 
minutes at a time. . 

Beckett's troubled relation- 
ship with his mother ("I am.” 


he confessed, “what her savage 
loving has made tne") lays its 
impress on his work. A cynic 
might argue that begets his own 
back on women by making 
sadistically inordinate demands 
of the actresses in his pieces. He 
regularly reduced his female 
performers to tears with his 
minutely pedantic stress an 
particular rhythms and pat- 
terns of intonation. Tbe re- 
quirements of Not I verge on 
the inhuman. Stevenson and 
Mitchell are admirably level- 
headed about this. “Well." ar- 
gues Stevenson, “you can 
always say ‘no’. Nobody is forc- 
ing me lo da this. Besides, dis- 
cipline offers such liberation. I 
don't see how you enuid do 
these pieces if you didn’t ex- 
plore why it is be insists on cer- 
tain things." 

1 suggest lo them that (he 
one stage further Beckett cuuki 
have gpne with Not / was to 
haw: ted (he suspended mouth 
wired up, as though it be- 
longed to someone who was 
trying to diet herself to dcuth. 
“But it’s as if she has wired her- 
self up for 6G*udd years,” 
Stevenson responded, “except 
for these occasional urges in 
(be winter. And in the end. it 
isn't just depressing, there's 
such an energy inside that 
creature as she tries desperately 
to find a solution and a way out. 
The piece feels ueiy benign to- 
wards her. She is so fuD of life 
- articulate, witty, ironic - that 
it doe* not scum a judgement 
of her. Given that so many 
women arc so mule in so many 
plays, you certainly cant com- 
plain that you're not being 
given enough lines.” 

.Both director and actor are 
aware that, without careful 
handling, a Beckett piece can 


Beckettk minimalist demands leave an actor horribly exposed; btrt, as Juliet Stevenson admits: ‘Nobody* forcing me to do this* Phots: John Lawrence 


come across as mere chilly aes- 
thetics. "But.” argues Steven 
son, “I would say to anyone 
wanting to break Beckett’s 
rules, 'WclL, the roles are deli- 
cious.' ” Not to mention mon- 
itored diligently by the estate 
which, perhaps because Edward 
Beckett liked Mitchell's staging 
of Endgame and because they 
want these pieces to find a pub- 
lic. is being more flexible here 
than it was when it put a stop 
to Deborah Warner's revision- 
ist 1 W4 production of Footfalls , 
with Fiona Shaw. 

lo lend unity to the season 
that she has put together for the 
Other Place. Mitchell has in- 
riled the excellent young Irish 
director. John Crowley, to com- 
pile a complementary evening 
of one -act plays by other Irish 
writers (Synges The Shadow of 
the Gkn and Riders la the Sea, 
and WB Yeats's superb Purga- 
tory) which wiD open in Febru- 
ary. Once Ogam, finding the 
right context and environment 
is paramount in Crowley’s 
thinking, He wants to rescue 
these plays from their status (in 
Ireland) of university lunch- 
time shows and to strip them 
hare of folksy paraphernalia so 
that the underlying patterns 
that bind them can be brought 
out by. say, the Mark, simple use 
of the same family table. 

Together, these evenings rep. 
resent the kind of coherent pro- 
gramming one craves, the 
concentrated brevity of ihe 
pieces coming from an inner 
compulsion in the material and 
not from same external brief to 
be brief. 

To 13 November, The Other 
Place. RSC, Stratford-upon- 

Avon (ht Hiking: Of TtW 295fi2J) 
Then 25-20 Nm, Rctfdn Festhal 
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Autumn 
weaves turn 
to gold 

lf!s not easy being a woman for all 
seasons, admits Taman Bbnchard. 
But autumn is when fashion 
comes into its own, with a strong 
look to take us through to spring. 
And this year, It'll suit all of us. 

Whether you choose grey wool, marrun- 
glacfi-coloured velvet or shiny, black 
leather, the trouser suit can be serious, sexy 
or sumptuous. The grey option is the most 
practical. Every season, fashion designers 
decide upon a colour that hides dirt and 
inflict it upon an unsuspecting public. Once 
it was black, then it was chocolate brown 
and this winter, the unanimous choice is 
grey. Calvin Klein loves it; Mruccia Prada 
adores it; and unlike black which can be 
too severe, and brown which can look 
sludgy, most skin tones love grey too. 

If you are a cynical old-fashion hack like 
myself, you would do well to go for a grey 
trouser suit that doesn't cost the earth. By 
next winter, grey will no longer be cool and 
fashionable, but dull and frumpy. 

Linen emme, the new Italian collection 
that is part of the MaxMara group, quite 
brilliantly caters for working women. The 
label has produced a single-breasted her- 
ringbone wool trouser suit for under £190. 
Fenwick bought the range because it has 
the quality and cut of MaxMara, but at af- 
fordable prices. Wear it with a delicate lace 
top, a pair of Prada-esque flat black lace- 
ups and matt-red lips and till pass for some- 
thing much higher up the designer ladder. 

Men buy suits to last from year to year. 
They can either be part of a uniform that 
changes only according to the weather, or 
a fashion statement For women who want 
a serious but stylish working wardrobe. Jig- 
saw has the answer. Hie high street chain 
won Retailer of the Year Award at last 
week’s British Fashion Awards, and has 
found success with its best-selling black twill 
single-breasted trouser suit. This winter, it 
comes in chocolate brown too. 

If yon already have one of those from 
Iasi season, you might want to choose the 
sleek' option in leather instead. The mod- 
el in pur pictures had a struggle getting the 
trouseis^cy^. but . eventually, they gave 
'* ’» scTthat ^e oxild zip them up. Don't 
though- Models battle with sample 
size i tf tiothes every day. Safety ensconced 
inside one of the private cubicles at your 
local Jigsaw, you shouldn't have a problem 
easing into the right size trousers. And if 
youf thighs are too big, maybe leather isn’t 
for you anyway. The jacket, however, is cut 
quite generously so that yon can wear a 
jumper underneath. Like all of these suits, 
the jackets and trousers are sold separately 
so xf you are small of chest and broad of 
hip, you should be able to get a good fit. 

'Whatever the fashion of the moment, 
the ultima te autumn suit is always made 
of velvet. Look at the leaves turning gold 
on the trees and find something to match. 
This one by Whistles positively screams 
roasted chestnuts and autumn leaves. And 
what’s more, unlike the grey number, a vel- 
vet suit will only get better witb age. 
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Above: Gold velvet single-breasted 
jacket, £225; trousers, £115; and 
asymmetric shirt dress, £155, ail by 
Whistles, from branches nation- 
wide (enquiries: 0171-487 4484). 

Above top right: Grey 
herringbone jacket £129; trousers 
£59, by Lineaemme at Fenwick, 
Bond Street, London WJ and 
branches nationwide (enquiries 
and maU order. 0171-629 9161); 
beaded and embroidered shell 
top, £75, from selected brandies 
of Monsoon (enquiries: 0171 -313 
3000); black lace-up shoes £99 JO, 
from branches of Russell & 


Bromley nationwide. 

Above right: Black leather single- 
breasted jacket, £269; black 
leather trousers, £250; and pale 
blue sleeveless sweater, £39.95, all 
from Jigsaw, 126-127 New Bond 
Street, London Wl and selected 
branches nationwide (enquiries: 
0171-491 4484). 

Photographer? Vikki Jackman 
Stylist: Charlie Harrington 
Make-up: Alex Babsky 
Photographer’s assistant: Sarah 
Greenwood 

Model: Serena at Models I 


*Red in claw? No, black, with barbed-wire 
piercings and a gold filigree overlay . . . 


The latest ideas in nail 
varnish? Forget those 
simple choices between 
red or pale, dark or 
frosted. Melanie Rickey 
claws her way into a 
weird world of chains, 
wire and dom matrix. 

Dressing up your fmgeroails - 
jkprith piercings, colour, and 
"chains - has become the newest 
way of showing off. At the 
young British designer Fabio 
Piras's show during London 
Fashion Week, the brief for the 
nail te chni cian company The 
Untouchables was: “Puerto 
Rican dominatrix”. In re- 
sponse, Susie Marsh and Jack- 
, ie Jefford shopped for chains, 
wire, skewers and piercings. 
Two weeks later in Paris, they 
were told to interpret “Dolly 
Barton meets Charlie's Angels 
in the Wfld West” for Alexan- j 
der McQueen's Givenchy At 
show. jSM 

“I had to do five '■ 

sets of barbed wire. ••• 

. one set of skewers, 
five sets of gold and 
black with dia- 
mantci and five 
• sets of red and 
' blade with sil- 
ver chains for 
Fabio." Susie 
Marsh reek off 
the list as if she 


realty is talking about setting up 
a dominatrix’s lair, when in fact 
she is talking about 3D nail art. 

Kate Oldfield, editor of 
Nails, a DXY guide to the art, 
noticed the antics of her 17- 
year-old sister, who spent every 
Friday matching her nails with 
her clothes, and decided to do 
the book. “One week I would 
seea Mondrian design, the next 
a daisy. Last week it was com- 
bat nails with combat trousers," 
says Oldfield In response to her 
sister’s new-found passion, she 
tried a few de- 
signs out on 
herself. “One 
coat of basic 
gold with a 
few blobs of 
brown, and 
you’ve WBr.i t 




got leopard nails," she says. 
Oldfield's personal favourite is 
Chanel’s Rouge Noir varnish, 
with a fine gold filigree trans- 
fer over the top. 

Susie Marsh, in contrast, 
has been working with nafls for 
12 years, five of which were 
spent in training. Her private 
clientele includes celebrities, 
page three giris and regular 
women, who all love their nails 
to be pampered The 3D nail 
art is a new addition to the busi- 
ness, and is something she docs 
only on special occasions. “I 
couldn’t do what I .did for 
k McQueen or Fabio on a reg- 
% nlar basis; it takes too tong.” 
V For the Givenchy show 
W Marsh and Jefford bought 
m 9,000 individual diamante 
f pieces that each measured 
1 .8mm in circumference. “We 
placed every tingle 
mdMdual- 

^ moc ! e k' 

||j came over 


show I was so nervous I 
couldn’t speak. He said, ‘I 
know each one of those took an 
hour to make.’” 

Marsh sees nail ait as a 
growing trend “Maiy J Blige al- 
ways makes the effort, so does 
Mel B of the Spice Girls, who 
bad Union Jack nails." Nail art 
is simply another means of 
body decoration, like wearing 
a tattoo, or having complicated 
hair or make-up. 

Fabio Piras has specific 
views on nails. He chose to use 
the feisty and rather dangerous- 
looking designs in his show as 
a symbol of the way women are 
perceived by men. “I find it very 
interesting that women can use 
their female attributes to get 
what they want It’s tike men 
and their tattoos." he says. In- 
deed, women can be perceived 
as helpless if they have long, 
ornate nails, but, as Marsh 
points out, “When men see long 
red nails they either panic and 
run, or wait and see." What 
about when they see 3D tex- 
tured nails with barbed-wire 
piercings? It seems that, in this 
case, the women are having the 
last laugh. 

The Untouc h ables, Susie Marsh 
(0171-381 1778). Jackie Jefford 
(07722 326 780). Prices, from 
£10 for direct application to die 
nail, to £45 for joke nails. 

‘Nails’, published by Kyle Cathie 
on 14 November, price £3.99. 
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The au pair in America: an accident waiting to happ en 


In a country full of talk about 
family values, even affluent 
families are employing girls with 
no real training or experience to 
look after their children unaided 
and unsupervised. David Cohen's 
examination of the agencies in 
the au pair market gives rise only 
to disturbing feelings of comer- 
cutting and risk. 


“When we arrived in America, the agency 
gave us a whirlwind four-day orientation 
course to life as an au pair in the US. They 
cold us: if the baby cries, don’t shake it be- 
cause it may get brain damage and even 
die. But I don’t remember learning any- 
thing else about how to care for an infant,” 
says Susan (not her real name). Susan is 
a ] 9-year-old who, like Louise Woodward, 
bad no real training or experience in car- 
ing for infants, aside from baby-sitting, 
when she took up her placement as an au 
pair with an American family a few months 
ago. “1 look after a two-year old and a six- 
year- oJd. It’s hard work. I certainly don’t 
feel competent to be left on my own all day 
with a crying infant," she says. 

Those who have followed the Louise 
Woodward trial in Boston may well won- 
der what on earth the parents of eight- 
month-old Matthew Bappen were thinking 
when they hired an 13-year-old British au 
pair with no experience, training or qual- 
ifications and left her alone with their eight- 
month-old son for nine hours at a stretch. 
Who were they expecting? Mary POppins? 

Deborah Happen and Sunil Happen. 
Matthew’s parents, are both specialist 
doctors and have (he financial means to 
hand-pick the best available childcare. At 
the agencies that sell childcare to upper- 
income-bracket American families, they 
were offered a fresh-faced stranger who was 
no more experienced than a regular 
babysitter. Yet they eagerly employed her. 
Were they negligent? Or is Louise Wood- 
ward and her ilk the best they could get? 

lb the well-off couple, the quality they 
value above all else is continuity of care. 
Only 3 per cent of families can afford to 
buy continuous at-home care however and 
the way they typically get it is by going 
through agencies. They browse brochures 
or surf their Interact websites, all of which 



Family values many Americans seem to be seduced by the idea of a British au pair, however inexperienced 


tend to feature photographs of pretty, white 
girls smiling at pretty, all-white kids. 

The agencies insist on au pairs having 
“prior childcare experience”, but this 
turns out to be nothing more onerous than 
“babysitting or looking after younger rib- 
lings and enjoying working with younger 
children”. It’s nothing near the level of 
training and experience a highbrow nan- 
ny examiner like the NNEB would offer 
parents in the UK. For this, US families 
pay the agency a handsome fee, approxi- 
mately $4,200 (£2,600). The au pairs are 


only paid $139 (£86) for 45 hours of work 
per week, a rate equivalent to the minimum 
wage, less an allowance for room and board 

Recruiting a top-of-th e -range au pair 
seems not dissimilar to walking into Mc- 
Donalds and asking an 18-year-old behind 
the dll whether they would like a full-time 
job caring for your six-month-old baby. 

But Oat is only half tbe equation. Maria, 
a part-time, voluntary local co-ordinator 
for an agency in the New York region and 
a social worker by training, says that she 
is “shocked by the low standards of some 


au pair agencies in recruiting families and 
supporting au pairs". 

“They will take money from a family, 
without vetting them property to ensure 
that their expectations of their au pairs are 
realistic. They pay each Local co-ordinator 
$150 (£93) for every family recruited, and 
if we recruit a certain number over the sum- 
mer, we get a free trip to Disneywodd. 

“Yet for the most important part of our 
job, providing community support for the 
au pairs, we get $20 (£1230) a month. And 
we’re not even trained ourselves, lb be- 


Tony Scone Worldwide 


come the local co-ordinator, I was subjected 
to a 10-minute interview by phone. Tbe au 
pairs get minimum input. Tbe girls arrive, 
many having left home for the first time, 
hoping to have a fun year; instead of which 
they find themselves lonely tmd isolated, 
with families -who are expecting a maid. It's 
disgusting. But 1 had no idea what I was 
getting into when I signed up.” 

Why do Americans stand for it? How 
is it that a nation that can send men to the 
moon cannot organise safe, quality child- 
care for its children? Even more alarming. 


what kind of h*>P- ... 

couples further < k »?Jt aBU di* on chiW 
JLcoffifl^^^rChndren 
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“Tbe remaining^!*^ fo dfld- 
nullion cMdren und ^®^T her e tbe car- 
care go to day-care receive no 

ers are very low re- 

training, or muuraai s ^^^5 15 (£3) w 
c ewe the minimum ^ ^ -off 

hour. In many cases '. les ^ As a re- 

the books”, theyreceiveevenlc^rkxcnd 

suit, those volunteering for tfr ^ 
to be unskilled. And of course, as si* 
they find a better job, they re off. 

This issue is riringup the pokaai lap* 

ed the nations first ■ nxxm- 
COnference on Child CuJ^Tbere ^reW|S 
nition that last year’s Welfare Reform BdU 
which aims to get single mothers off 
fereand into tork, cannot work unfca, 
working mothers have access to quality, af- 
fordable childcare. 

The aim of the conference was iose*-k 
bipartisan support for new policy ^ahves. 
without costing the state too much mo n- 
ev but the problem is that American so- ( * 
ciety is ambivalent about mothers who 
work, and unwilling to provide resources 
for pre-kindergarten quality care. 

But part of the blame seems to he with 
the parents’ attitudes. "In the US. there just 
hasn’i been a strong appreciation of the 
need for quality childcare,” says Ann 
Co llins. “Research shows that parents 
think a loving disposition in a carer is 
enough. They equate the qualities of the 

carer with their own as parents. They think. 

1 haven't beeu trained to be a parent, why 
should anyone else? And it’s common here 
to employ 1 3-year-old babysitters. 

“So when an 1 8-year-old white Euro- 
pean from the agency walks through their 
door, she seems relatively mature and in- 
finitely preferable to the equally inexpe- 
rienced Wack or Latino 17-year-old girl who ^ 
is the alternative. They implicitly trust a xw 
white more than they do a person of colour. 
Racist attitudes play a big part". 






And what would they say if Ralph Fiennes had an 18-year-old girlfriend? ‘Nice one, mate!' 


It’s a depressing fact that, 
while trumpeting the 
Nineties woman, tabloid 
papers still can’t resist 
applying double standards. 
Francesca Annis gets Ann 
Treneman’s sympathies. 


The actress Francesca Annis does 
□ot look her age, and so she must 
be veiy thankful that every sioiy writ- 
ten about her reminds her of iL 

“Francesca Annis is 52." they 
whisper - before going on to tell us 
that heT boyfriend Ralph Fiennes is 
34. And, just in case we missed iL, it 
is then noted that this means that 
Francesca is 18 years older. 

Francesca and her age are back 
tn the news again because Fiennes 


yesterday got divorced from his 
We, the actress Alex Kingston. 
Alex - as followers of this saga will 
know - is also 34. 

Now, there are several thoughts that 
flit through the mind^ when reading this. 
Tbe first one (if you are female) is that 
Ralph Fiennes is a heart-throb. The 
first one (if you are male) is that Alex 
Kingston and Francesca Annis are toth 
heart-throbs. 

Then, of course, one has to sift 
through the gossip that clutters up 
our minds despite tbe fact that we 
are all very serious people who pre- 
fer to read Wittgenstein rather than 
Hriio! most days. This includes 
knowing such factoids as that Alex 
Kingston played a steamy heroine in 
the TV series M oil Flanders, that 
Ralph played a very passionate hero 
in The English Patient , and that 


Francesca seems to be sexy in almost 
eveiy part die plays. Then, most peo- 
ple will probably think that divorce 
is always sad, but that's life in the 
Nineties. 

What does not occur to any of us 
is that Francesca Annis is a rapacious 
woman who preys on younger men. 
But, to read the papers, that is 
exactly what she is- Francesca, they 
say, has “made a habit of having af- 
fairs with younger men". And when 
she played the older woman in the 
hospital drama Reckless, the media 
was in heaven. 

“Francesca Annis has shocked 
the nation by stripping off and se- 
ducing toyboy lover Robson Green 
in the top hospital drama Reckless," 
reported one. “But she was just do- 
ing what comes naturally. For tbe 
stunning 52-year-old is having a 


passionate fling with Hollywood's 
hottest young hunk, Ralph Hermes.” 

If she is not too hot to handle, 
though, there is always the possibility 
that she has a fixation on being the 
mother figure. (Admittedly, they did 
meet when she played his mother in 
Hamlet, but that was acting.) Thus 
the headline over a story on them a 
few months ago that read “Mum’s 
the bird!” 

And, when they were snapped 
kissing in a London street earlier this 
year, the Sunday Mirror brought In 
a sex psychiatrist to tell us that their 
body language shows that Francesca 
“just can’t stop playing mum”. 

Turn the tables, and see how 
strange this really is. Imagine that 
a 52-year-old man leaves his wife of 
the same age to lake up with a 34- 
year-old woman. Even the moralists 


at the Daily Mail couldn’t make 
much of that one in age terms, and 
there certainly would not be years 
of coverage of how this man got a 
sexual thrill out of playing “dad” or 
of his penchant for younger women. 

One of the favourite stories of the 
Nineties has been that it is no 
longer the end of the world to be an 
older woman. We see endless sexy' 
shots of women such as Helen Mir- 
ren and Lauren Hutton. “In their 
prime!" shout the headlines. And yet 
the reporting on the likes of 
Francesca Annis shows that we 
don’t reaDy fed comfortable with the 
idea of sexy older women. We still 
judge what is appropriate for women 
and men in this area on entirely dif- 
ferent scales. 

Francesca Annis knows this, of 
course, because she is 52 and no fool- 
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Passionate 
friend: the 
newly divorced 
Ralph Fiennes 
with Francesca 
Annis, the 
older woman. 
Would anyone 
comment if 
the tables were 
turned? 


BELOVED AND BONK. 

Diary of a 
divorce 



It’s ail so bloody commonplace, that's 
what gets me about this being left by 
your husband business. 1 keep meet- 
ing more and more women whose bus- 
bands saw a significant birthday 
coming and disappeared aver the hori- 
zon shouting “Run Away Run Away”, 
like something out of Monty Python 
and The Holy Grail. The stories are 
so similar that you could simply sub- 
stitute the appropriate name and 
“one size fits all”. 

Take a plumber, a producer or a 
printer, a Tory, a tree roan or a trades 
unionist, and stick ’em in divorce-land 
and they do the same stuff. And the 
stuff they do could be best described 
as sticking their fingers in their ears, 
shutting their eyes and singing. Any 
individual characteristics, any vehe- 
mently professed principles, any en- 
dearing little quirks, all utterly 
obliterated by the overriding need to 
shut down any emotion and completely 
ignore what's happening to them. 

And just like all the rest Beloved 
has become a cliche. What’s worse, 
he’s made me into a clich£, too, able 
to spot all the other divorcees wher- 
ever I go. 

At the gym, any post-thirty woman 
who is way too thin, with triceps de- 
finition that Arnie would be proud o£ 
won't be wearing a wedding ring. She'll 
be going at the treadmill as if her al- 
imooy payments depended on it, and 


will very probably have a tan in Feb- 
ruary. She’ll have lots of girls' nights 
out with her still-married friends. 
She'll have girls’ nights in with her di- 
vorced friends, when they’ll drink a 
bottle of cheap red apiece and detail 
the identical behavioural faults of then- 
departed husbands. She may even 
have a boyfriend - some old piece of 
male flotsam that no one else saw fit 
to bother with. You have to remem- 
ber, girls, spare men are like aban- 
doned dogs in a rescue centre; they 
may look cute, but someone chucked 
them out for a very good reason. 

I Can even spot ’em out on the 
public highroad. The woman in the 
rather slow and battered car'driving 
home at 10-30pm on a Thursday is a 
divorcee on an alternative or addi- 
tional cliche programme: The Path Of 
Self Improvement and Discovery. 

This is usually most recommended by 
married friends, who assume that your 
break-up is due to some character de- 
ficiency (well they have to, don’t they 
or it could just happen to them). This 

is of neccsshy a fe% narrow little path 

and doesn’t run to world-wide trav- 
el, or eight year? in a Tibetan 
monastery, as it should. In fact it runs 
about as far as a night off from the 
children will go: a Spanish Dr uphol- 
stery course at the local tech. 

The only dichiS that is even re- 
motely attractive is that of th e Rev- 


engeful Abandoned Woman, or i 
for short. This has a lot going fo 
a cliche -certainly more room fo 
expression than Gym Girl or U 
stery Woman. It’s a creative o 
with lots of scope for using int 
real ability and the long-term inti 
knowledge of v™™- — v 
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Stanley Williams 

Boumonville Divertissements 
for the company (videotaped 
for the Dance in America 
television series, 1982). 

He was always exacting 
about setting the choreography 
as it had been handed down, 
but adapted the phrasing sub- 
tly according to his instinct 
and allowed the performers to 
dance as expansively as they 
were accustomed to doing. 
This approach aroused strong 
feelings both pro and con. 

Dancers trained by Williams 
in addition to Peter Martins 
included Niels Kchlet and 
Flemming Flindt in Copen- 
hagen; Edward VDlella, Fer- 
nando Bujones and the current 
New York City Ballet principals 
Rdcr Boat, Albert Evans and 
Jock Soto. Among those be 
coached were Darci Kisder, 
Gclsey Kirkland for her 
debut as Giselle; and many 
American dancers in the 
Boumonville repertory. In re- 
cent years, he often taught 
company class. 

Stanley Williams was a man 
of few words, but cogent ones. 
When he spoke briefly on be- 
ing given the Dance Magazine 
Award in 1 98 1, he saved his fi- 
nal thanks for “all the students 
and dancers who have put up 
with me for afl these years . . . 
It has made my life so rich and 
meaningful." 

- Marilyn Hunt 



Williams: a trim, ageless figure who taught in a hushed air of concentration Photograph: Michael Halsband 


Stanley Williams, ballet 
dancer and teacher, bom 
Chappel, Essex 5 March 1925; 
died New York 21 October 
1997. 


“Stanley Williams is my 
. "• teacher. [He] made me feel 
the challenge, the potential 
achievement, the importance of 
being a dancer." 

So wrote the New York City 
Ballet’s artistic director, Peter 
~ ■ Martins, about the British -bom 
■■ Danish ballet teacher who 
* • shaped future dancers first at 

the school of the Royal Danish 
. Ballet and then, for 35 years, at 
. the New York City Ballet- 
affiliated School of American 
Ballet (SAB), Behind Mar- 
tins's statement lies a wealth of 
respect and affection that the 
, . soft-spoken Williams evoked in 
those around him with his in- 
tegrity and sense of commit- 
ment. At the time of his death 
he was still Co-chairman of 
. Faculty at SAB. 

“The stress was on correct- 
ness and quality [of move- 
ment], not on extravagant 
virtuosity." as Martins says fur- 
ther of Williams in his autobi- 
ography, Far from Denmark 
'■ ( 1 9S2). Williams combined his 
- } own imaginative approach and 
‘ instinct with his solid ground- 
mg in the Danish school and 
later with the style of the chore- 


ographer George Balanchine, 
who invited him to New York. 

There Williams was given 
much credit for raising the lev- 
el of male dancing in the New 
York City Ballet to a par with 
the women's dancing through 
his advanced men’s classes at 
SAB. 

Williams, a trim, ageless 
figure who taught in a hushed 
but good-natured atmosphere 
of concentration, was known for 
moulding even less-than-idcal 
bodies into professional mate- 
rial, through the movement 
combinations be gave that 
warmed, shaped and gave 
speed to muscles and through 
his quiet individual corrections. 
His classes were often attend- 
ed by such dancers as Mikhail 
Baryshnikov and Rudolf 
Nureyev. 

The son of an English 
horse trainer and a Danish 
mother, Williams lived in New- 
market for the first seven years 
of his life. After his family 
moved to Copenhagen, he en- 
tered the school of the Royal 
Danish Ballet at the age of nine, 
where he was taught by Karl 
Merrild in pure Boumonville 
classes. Always a great admir- 
er of the great 19ih-ccntuiy 
Danish choreographer August 
Boumonville. Williams came 
to feel that his connected 
flow of steps were especially 
relevant both to his own ap- 


proach and to Balanchine’s 
style. 

He was also taught by the 
more international Harald 
Lander. Joining the company in 
1943, Wiliam included in his 
wide repertory the Boumonviflc 
ballets, in which he was praised 
for his purity and clarity. As the 
Jailor in Leonide Massine’s 
Symphonic Famastiqite . he had 
a great success that helped pro- 
pel him into the ranks of soio- 
damcr (principal) in 1949. Sir 
Frederick Ashton chose him as 
the second cast Mercutio in his 
1955 Romeo and Juliet, 

At 24. Williams began 
teaching at the school. The 
Russian teacher Vera Yblfcova, 
who arrived in Copenhagen 
in 1951 after her success in 
London, became the young 
man’s mentor and champion 
in the face of controversy 
about his updated teaching 
methods. 

Balanchine invited him to 
leach first as a guest for his New 
York City Ballet and from 
1964 as a permanent faculty 
member of SAB. “He knows 
how to make people move," 
Balanchine is reported to 
have said. At his invitation, in 
1968 Williams began regularly 
staging cxccrpls from the 
Boumonville repertory as 
part of the end-of-year SAB 
workshops (student perfor- 
mances), and in 1977, a suite of 


Maurice Hatton 


Maurice Hatton, film-maker: 
bom Manchester 22 May 
1938; died London 25 
October 1997. 


Maurice Hatton was one of 
the most independent-minded 
..film-makers Britain has ever 
produced. When the National 
Film Theatre, in 1979, held a 



retrospective of his documen- 
tary and feature films, the pro- 
gramme note said, rightly, that 
his work could “now be seen as 
a bridge between the roman ti- 
•• cism of the Free Cinema merve- 
1. meat and the ’new journalism* 
of the present-day documen- 
tary". But his ferocious unwill- 
ingness to compromise meant 
that he never achieved the 
- wider acclaim that was his due. 

Though he was pleased at 
the NFT showings, his com- 
r* ment was: “The thing about the 
independent area is that films 


Jo Levy 

Jo Levy, translator and art 
historian: bora London 4 May 
1943; died London 24 
September 1997. 


\ During a short literary career Jo 
Levy emerged as one of the few 
translators of quality of her 


generation, with an instinctive 
ability to render French writing, 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

LICHFIELD: lb Margarcl (n& St 
John) and John, on 2fl October 1997 
in Paris, a daughter, Grace, a sister 
to Charles and dare. 

. POWELL / HELM: On 25 October to 
Sarah and Jonathan, a daughter, 
r *:< ' Jessica Sophia. 

SHAND: John and Dawn are happy 
to ann ounce the birth of their ko 
E wan on 27 October, a brother for 
EDen. 

DEATHS 

BALFOUR: Michael Creighton. Actor, 
painter, sculptor, down. Passed away 
peacefully at Princess Abce Hospice, 
Esher on 24 October 1997. leaving 
Daphne , Shane. Peny, Miranda and 
Nicola. A much tmwfLinleBear: Fu- 
neral Service at Church of Chnst, 
Prince of Peace, Weybridge. on Fri- 
day 31 October at 1pm. Come m 

colour and with reverence- Prece d- 
ed by a procession. Private mte qncni 
to Callow. Enquiries to Lodge Bros, 
0L932 854758. 

GARHT: Brian Onitttham.™ 25 Oc- 
tober, peacefully in Cambridge, aged 
93. Deariy kwed ty his wife Jean and 

his children WUlmm, Guy* Jw and 
Geoigie, and his 11 grandchildren. 
Private funeral by his own request. 
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the Gtuett* The Independent, I 

Canada Square Canary Wtarf L"“» n 
EH 5DL, telep ho ne d to 0171-293 2011 or 
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Hatton: humane 


go from production to retro- 
spective without the interven- 
ing stage of distribution.” The 
sardonic one-liner was charac- 
teristic. His background was 
Manchester-Jewish (from which 
he derived his deep-rooted 
radicalism); but his other 
household gods were Groucho 
Marx and S J. Perelman. 


often of considerable complex- 
ity in both style and content, into 
a flawless idiomatic English 
that still caught the flavour and 
individuality of the original. 

Her most ambitious trans- 
lation, of the complete writing? 
of Ren6 Magritte, whose liter* 
ary output was as vast as that 
of his Surrealist paintings, nev- 
er appeared - at least not by the 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr T. G. & Atkinson 
and Miss M. Tafcada 


The engagement is announced be- 
tween Timothy, younger son of Mr 
and Mrs W illiam Atkinson, of Eal- 



Jap an, and the late. Mrs Takaria. 


Birthdays 

Professor Sir Geoffrey Allen, fanner 
head of research at Unilever, 69; Sir 
Derek Bradbeer, former President, 
Law Society, 66; Dame Anne Bmns, 
former Chair man, Red Cross and 
Order of St John, 88; Mr Douglas 
Cameron, radio presenter, 64; 
Mrs Bridget Cracroft-EIey, Lord- 
' Lieutenant of Lincolnshire. 64; Mr 
George Davies, former chief eiecu- 
thie and chairman. Next, 56; Miss An- 
gela Douglas, actress, 47; Mr Richard 
Dreyfuss, actor, 50; Mile Edwige 
FeuUIere, actress, 90; Mr Mark 
Fisher MP, Parliamentary Under- 
secretary for the Arts, 53; Lady 
France, Headmistress, City of Lon- 
don School for Girls, 62; Sir William 
Gladstone Bt, Lord- Lieutenant of 
QwytL 72; Baroness Gould of Pot- 
temewton, former director of or- 
ganisation, Labour Party, 65; Mr 
Robert Hardy, actor. 72; Dr Tim 
Holt, Registrar General for En gla n d 
and Wales, 54; Mbs Kate Jackson, 
actress, Dr R»uJ Mellais, Presi- 
dent, Corpus Chrisii College. Cam- 
bridge. 58: Mr Frank Sedg m an, 
tennis player, 70; Mr P3ul ’tyler MP, 
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He was a kind of conscience 
for many people in British film 
and television. When Channel 
Four was launched, Jeremy 
Isaacs, to his great credit, con- 
tinued the support for Hatton’s 
work he had begun at an ITV 
founder-company, Rediffusioo. 
But when Isaacs left for Cbvent 
Garden, Hatton found it in- 
creasingly bard to win alterna- 
tive backing. Scandalously, in 
the 1990s, a moving and unique 
film about British prisoners of 
war, who had found them- 
selves at Auschwitz, was never 
taken up by any British chan- 
nel - even though Hatton had 
carried out all the research at 
his own cost, and Stephen 
Frears, a close friend, bad put 
up the money to complete it. 
It only received specialist 
showings at, for example, the 
Imperial Wkr Museum. 

Ironically, Hatton died 
when the apparatchik barriers 


seemed to be coming down ag- 
ain. (Perhaps, in the Thatcher- 
Major years, his unswerving 
social radicalism was held 
against him.) Channel Four 
had last week agreed to finance 
development work on a 1998 
documentary about the Medical 
Foundation for the Care of Vic- 
tims of Torture, which he would 
have co-directed. 

Hatton’s father worked for 
the Refuge Assurance Com- 
pany in Manchester, and the 
son left school early. But he 
then took a photography course 
at a local college, and made the 
move to London as (at first) a 
news cameraman. He legged 
around for an assortment of 
magazines and newspapers (in- 
cluding. perhaps surprisingly, 
the Sunday Telegraph , to whose 
editor he always remained 
grateful). As a photographer, he 
was one of the bright young 
men in and out of the offices 


of the new Private Eye. But he 
couldn't keep a good Perei- 
ra anesque line down. One 
young woman in the Eye en- 
tourage was, he said, “die girl 
who pul the Che in Cheyoe 
V&lk". 

In the early 1960s he co- 
founded the independent pro- 
duction company Mithras. As 
he moved into film and televi- 
sion, much of his work - as 
director, photographer or pro- 
ducer - was carried out under 
this banner. At first, he drove 
around London in a pink Cadil- 
lac, in homage to his original 
ambition of making the sort of 
commercially successful film 
he had queued up to see as a 
Manchester teenager. BuL in 
practice, this meant compro- 
mises be wasn't prepared to 
tolerate. 

His many documentaries 
were always humane, always 
thoughtful always on the side 


of the people who were getting 
the blunt end of the stick. They 
included Bitter Harvest ( 1 973). 
about Cesar Chavez’s battle to 
organise migrant workers in 
California, in the teeth of both 
the employers and the corrupt 
Teamsters’ Union. He consid- 
ered this his best documentary 
work. 

His first feature film was 
Praise Marx and Pass the Am- 
munition (1968), starring John 
Thaw; it was knowledgeably 
ironic about armchair (and 
bedroom) revolutionaries. He 
always defined himself as on the 
left; but be knew that serious- 
ness was not the same thing as 
solemnity. He didn’t fit into any 
easy category, which didn't 
help with fund-raising. (His 
friends got used to seeing Hat- 
ton scribbling financial calcu- 
lations on the backs of 
envelopes.) In Long Shot 
(1978). he chronicled die tra- 


vails of a producer trying to set 
up a film; Alan Bennett was one 
of the cameo performers. 

In 1983, with Channel Four 
support, he made Nelly’s Ver- 
sion, an atmospheric adaptation 
of Eva Figes's claustrophobic 
novel starring Eileen Atkins. 
Channel Four scheduled it for 
what turned out to be the night 
of Margaret Thatcher's great 
post-Falkland election victory. 
(In public at least he shrugged 
this off as “just my luck”.) Five 
years later, Channel Four 
backed American Roulette , a 
comedy thriller starring Andy 
Garcia, in which Hatton also 
rescued Robert Stephens's then 
declining career as an actor. 

Hatton had an extraordinaiy 
network of friends, and did 
more kindnesses than be would 
ever take credit for. He was as 
famous for his silences as for his 
jokes. At one lunch, his friend 
the cartoonist Mel Caiman 


decided that enough non- 
conversation was enough, and 
he mi gh t as well read the pa- 
per. Hatton was rather cross 
about this. 

Behind this, however, lay the 
increasing pressures of the de- 
bilitating Crohn's disease, 
which was first diagnosed in his 
adolescence. Uncomplainingly, 
he spent much time in and out 
of bospitaL But. recently - fac- 
ing down both illness and com- 
missioning editors' neglect of 
his talents- he had plunged into 
setting up his appealing concept 
of a National Gallery of Chil- 
dren's Art. He tackled the job 
the same way he would have 
once set about a documentary. 
The first exhibition is due to be 
held at the Roundhouse, in 
London, next year. Like a 
planned NFT tribute, it will be 
a memorial to an indomitable 
spiriL 

- Paul Barker 


time of her death - because the 
large manuscript, carried by her 
publisher on a trip to New 
York, its copy-editing nearly fin- 
ished, was stolen from a car and 
never found. It would have 
taken another year to re-edit, 
and in the meantime the 
French publisher, impatient at 
what was already a long if jus- 
tified delay, cancelled the con- 


tract for English rights. Levy 
took it in her stride: a stoic re- 
sponse to such a waste of her 
time was in her nature. 

Her translation into English 
of Louis Aragon’s Surrealist 
writings, 77ie Libertine (1987), 
was exemplary, as was her very 
smooth rendering of Alain 
Robbe-Grillet’s autobiograph- 
ical Ghosts in rite Mirror, the pa- 


perback has just appeared, nine 
years after the hardback. 

Levy’s real love was an his- 
tory, but the need to support 
herself by teaching gave her lit- 
tle time to take on work offered, 
too much of which was anyway 
outride her real interests; in ad- 
dition her health was always 
frail The decline of cultural 
publishing during the last 


decade has meant that much of 
her work has been long delayed 
and will appear years after it 
was finished. 

Born in London, she at- 
tended the universities of Ed- 
inburgh. Aix-en-Provence and 
finally Sussex. She took a live- 
ly interest in all the arts and her 
wide knowledge of them and of 
their historical and social con- 


text gave her the ability to 
delve into deeper meaning and 
annotate them with precision. 

Jo Levy was slightly built, 
dressed and moved with a dark 
elegance, and was attractive and 
vivacious, but never married. 

Leukaemia and other illnesses 
shortened a life that had so 
much more to give. 

-John Colder Levy: stoical 



56; Mr W. Galen Weston, chairman 
and president, George Weston Ltd, 
57; Mr Rupert Withers, former 
chairman of Dalgety, 84. 


Anniversaries 
Births James Boswell Dr Johnson’s 
biographer, 1740. Deaths Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh, seafarer and writer, ex- 
ecuted 1618. On this day: the New 
York slock market collapse reached 
its lowest level, “Black Tuesday" 
1929. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Gilman of KDroacduagh, The Mar- 
tyrs of Douay, St Narcissus of Jer- 
usalem and St Theuderius or Chef. 


Lectures 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hail London EC2: Professor lan 
Stewart, “Travels with my Ant", 
lpm. 

Faculty of 

Pharmaceutical 

Medicine 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
faculty of Pharmaceutical Medi- 
cine of the Royal Colleges of Physi- 
cians of the United Kingdom was 
held yesterday at the Royal College 
of Fltysidans of London. Professor 
Peter Stonier was elected President 
and Professor WUtzer Sprtzer was 
awarded Honorary Fellowship. Sir 
W illiam Asscber, immediate Past 
President, took the chair at the An- 
nual Dinner afterwards. Rabbi Julia 
Neubeiger was the guest of honour. 
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No court jurisdiction over commissioner's activities 


The activities of the 
Parliamentary 

Commissioner for Standards 
were not susceptible to 
judicial review. 

Regina v Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards, ex 
parte Al Fayed; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Wbotf, Master of the fWte, 
Lord Justice Miltett and Lord |usoce 
Mummery) 15 October 1997 


The Court of Appeal granted 
Mohammed A1 Fayed leave to 
apply to move for judicial re- 
view of a report by the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner for 
Standards, but dismissed his 
substantive application. 

Mr AI Fayed bad claimed 
that Michael Howard MP, 
when he was a Minister of the 
Crown, bad received a corrupt 
payment. The Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards 
had produced a report in re- 
lation to that complaint, in 
which he had concluded that 
Mr Howard bad no case to 
answer. 

David Pannick QC and Michael 
Fordham (Dibb Lupton Alsop ) for 
MrAJ Fayed; Stephen Richards (liea- 


sury Solicitor) for the Parliamentary 
Commissioner. 

Lord Wbotf MR said that the 
issue raised by the renewed ap- 
plication for leave to apply for 
judicial review was whether 
the supervisory jurisdiction of 
the court applied where the de- 
cision sought to be impugned 
was neither a decision of the 
House of Commons nor of one 
of its committees, but a deci- 
sion of an independent person 
who had been appointed by 
Parliament to exercise an 
investigative function. 

That issue raised the ques- 
tion of the relationship between 
the courts and ParfiamenL a re- 
lationship which was central to 
the constitutional arrange- 
ments of the country. It was 
clearly established that the 
courts exercised a self-denying 
ordinance in relation to inter- 
fering with the proceedings of 

Parti amenL 

The establishment of the of- 
fice of the Parliamentary Com- 
missioner for Standards and the 

Standing Committee which 
had responsibilities in relation 


to it had resulted from the 
Nolan Report. In the Nolan 
Report itself an analogy was 
drawn between the position of 
the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Standards and the 
Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Administration, commonly 
referred to as the Ombudsman. 

Counsel for Mr Fayed relied 
strongly on the similarities be- 
tween the position of the Par- 
liamentary Co mmissi oner for 
Standards and that of the Om- 
budsman. There was no doubt 
that there was a similarity be- 
tween the two offices. There 
was, however, a significant and 
critical distinction between the 
two roles. 

The activities of the Om- 
budman concerned what could 
loosely be called the “admin- 
istration’’, not the activities of 
Parliament. The Ombudsman 
investigated the activities of 
government They were the ba- 
sic fare of judicial review, but 
the activities of Parliament 
were noL 

It was important to identi- 
fy the specific function of the 
Parliamentary Commissioner 


for Standards which was the 
subject of the complaint on the 
present application. It was the 
investigation of an allegation 
that a Member of Parliament 
had received a corrupt pay- 
ment. It was right that parlia- 
mentary privilege would not 
prevent the courts investigat- 
ing issues such as whether a 
Member of Parliament had 
committed a criminal offence, 
or had made a statement out- 
side Parliament which was al- 
leged to be defamatory. It was 
submitted that, consistent with 
that, the sort of complaint 
made in the present case did 
not relate to an activity in re- 
spect of which the Member of 
Parliament would necessarily 
have any form of parliamentary 
immunity. 

The court was not, howev- 
er, concerned with what the 
Member of Parliament was 
doing, but with the nature of 
the role of the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards. 
He was conducting his activi- 
ties under the supervision of 
the relevant committee, be- 
cause the activity complained 


of could have an effect on the 
workings of Parliament That 
was the really significant dis- 
tinction between the role of 
the Parliamentary Co mmit 
sioner for Standards and the 
Ombudsman. 

The Ombudsman was con- 
cerned with proper functioning 
of the public service outside 
Parliament On the other hand, 
the focus of the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards 
was with activities within 
Parliament. 

That being the role of the 
Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Standards, it would be in- 
appropriate for the court to use 
its supervisory powers to con- 
trol what the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards 
did in relation to a investiga- 
tion of this sort. The responsi- 
bility for the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards 
was placed by Parliament, 
through its Standing Orders, on 
the special Standing Commit- 
tee of the House, and it was for 
that body to perform that role 
and not the courts. 

- Kate 0’Hankm, Barrister 
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If we want a fair deal 
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The world's equity markets have taken on 
a life of their own. ‘Baders on the floor? 
of New York, Hong Kong and London are 
behaving like automata, caught up ia some 
global process. Fatalism rules in chancel- 
leries and prime ministerial suites, even 
in the Oval Office. What science is there 
to tell us where this finanriq] version of 
strange weather will take us next? Orta^ 
not economics. 

It may seem an odd day to assert that 

markets are there to be bucked, but the 
argument is there to be made, prompted 
by the story we earned the other day abort. 
Nike, the sportswear company. It gnaa Wto 
this. The power of consumers is grossly 
neglected - not least by consumers - and 
great corporations run huge risks when 
they ignore the sentiments and value judge- 
ments of those who buy their products. 

One of the great cliches of modem busi- 
ness history was. bead East, young man - 
eastwards, that is, towards cheaper labour 
costs. How many times did hair-shirt 


for workers, we must pay a fair 

Thatcherites warn British workers in the managers and subcontractors - despite its this do allow a pretty exact calculus of 
Eighties to mind their p’s and q’s and diop -~i« .vwiwmmww. 


price 


in 


duction exported? 

As with aS business stories,' this one 
turned out to be a lot more complicated. 
Certain products did not travel welL But 
among those which did move East and stay 
was shoe production. Labour intensive, de- 
manding an agile but highly flexible work- 
force, the manufacture of sports shoes 
moved initially to South Korea and Tai- 
wan - where the presence of authoritar- 
ian, governments did no harm. Later, 
production shifted again to even more be- 
nign climates, in China, Vietnam and 
Indonesia. 

This, more or less, is thestoty of Nike, 
which has grown big supplying the joggers 
of the Occident with rubber soles shaped 
in the Orient But recently Nike has been 
sharply criticised for exploiting its mainly 
femaJb^^idbnx.Theocwnpapyfejt ff TBS fid 
of turning a blind eye to abuses by its local 


managers and subcontractors - despite its 
attempt three years ago to impose a code 
of good conduct on its suppliers. Women 
making shoes that are later sold under the 
Nike brand name sue said to be beaten, 
and to suffer sexual harassment. 

It is a fact that Nike pays low wages 
taw by American standards. That is the rca- 
son why its profitability has lately been so 
impressive. For its part, Nike argues that 
its rates of pay are good by local standards. 

But there is the rub. Do relativist ar- 
guments carry all before them? Is forced 
overtime (one of the allegations) really as 
oppression in a society where paid work 
of any kind is scarce? In the United States 
Nike has lately come under pressure 
from a coalition of women’s and religious 
groups, including a number of black 
organisations. But will American black 
youth sympathise sufficiently with' the 
women of Vietnam to want to pay an extra 
$10 for a pair of ultra-fashionable 
sneakers? Consumer campaigns such as 


this do allow a pretty exact calculus of 
compassion. 

It seems likely that the anti-Nike cam- 

- « _ 1 . D._* rnrV- 


sumers, like their American counterparts, 


are 


quiries about the provenance of the gpods 
they buy. What will it take to make them 
ask questions? Their theoretical power is 
huge. Nike is in a competitive market 
where fashion can shift demand rapidly. 
Amoqg te consumers are many younger 
people who, in principle, tend to be open 
to arguments based on sentiment. 

Cynics will -say that the power of large 
corporation? rests firmly on habit and con- 
venience - and the power of their adver- 
tising. There is an old argument - from 
Diarstein^tothrcwgh to Kmmeth Gal- 
braith— wbi(* identifies the power of cor- 
porations with their control of the flow of 
information. But in the modern world it 
is easy to find out what corporations such 
as Nike or McDonald’s have no wish to 
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Britain and the euro 

Sir: fn slating, in his speech to 
Parliament on the single Eur- 
opean currency, that “the de- 
termining factor is the national 
economic interest”. Gordon 
Brown has allowed short-term 
considerations to overshadow’ 
what are far more important 
long-term realities (report, 2S 
October). 

This measure will have last- 
ing cultural and psychological 
implications for Britain which 
will long outlive our temporary 
economic and political posi- 
tion. British men and woman, 
with euros in their purses and 
pockets, conscious that these arc 
spendable across Europe, will in- 
evitably be drawn closer to Eur- 
opean influence and away from 
the American cultural hege- 
mony which has been dominant 
since the Second World War. 

The decision not to join 
from the beginning will give 
Britain once again the sense of 
that late-arriving stranger which 
was felt in 1973 when we joined 
the EEC France and Germany 
together will once again call the 
shots on the future imaginative 
development of the EU. 

A nation is not just a bundle 
of economic and short-term 
business interests - it is a dy- 
namic organism whose growth 
and self-regard can take 
decades to mature. In opting for 
short-term business and econ- 
omic criteria the Chancellor has 
made no mention of what his 
stance might mean, culturally 
and psychologically, to Britain 
50 years from now. 

IAN FLtNTQFF 
London SW6 

Sin What makes politicians 
Chink that they will decide when 
we start using the euro? in 1999 
it is expected that 13 out of 15 
European Community nations 
will join, leaving just the UK 
and Greece outside. 

International companies wQl 
convert their product price 
lists, accounts and pay lists to 
euros. Transport (sea and air) 
will be priced in euros. All 
major exchanges in Europe 
will be using euros. The City of 
London will be losing business. 

Already UK retailers arc 
planning to convert tills to 
euros in 1999. If banks and 
stock exchanges follow this 
change, the UK will follow, 
whether politicians like it or noL 
PETER TATTON-BROWN 
Branscombe. Devon 


LETTERS 



Rights commission 

Sir: Your leading article on in- 
corporation of the European 
Convention (25 October) came 
to the surprising conclusion 
that the Government was right 
not to provide in the Bill for a 
human rights commission, on 
the grounds that it would fos- 
ter a “culture of complaint'’. 

This is to misunderstand the 
key role that the commission 
would play, not only in ensur- 
ing access to justice where 
legal aid may not be available, 
but in achieving exactly the 
kind of reform which you 
rightly say should be the para- 
mount concern. 

Ministers and officials could 
obtain new awareness through 
the process of challenge in the 
courts, assuming that individ- 
uals can obtain the advice and 
assistance they need to pursue 
their case. But how much bet- 
ter it would be if we had a statu- 
tory body whose primary role 


was prevention, promoting 
good practice within govern- 
ment and public bodies, so 
that the danger of human rights 
infringements occurring was 
reducedL 

A human rights commis- 
sion would certainly have a role 
in supporting individuals, and 
in taking public interest test 
cases to clarify the law. How- 
ever, its role in scrutinising 
draft legislation in training and 
in education could and should 
prove of greater impact than 
the outcome of cases in court. 
SARAH SPENCER 

Director 

Human Rights Programme 
Institute for Public Policy 
Research 
London I VC2 

Inclusive education 

Sir 1 am the chair of governors 
at Harborough SchooL a spe- 
cial school for autism. We be- 
lieve that children with special 


educational needs should be ed- 
ucated in mainstream schools 
wherever possible. However, to 
say that educating our children 
is a “challenge” is to underes- 
timate the energy, ingenuity, 
and insight which staff in our 
school need to bring to their 
work. 

Inclusive education as polit- 
ical dogma has been growing 
for some years. The j conse- 
quences are that more children 
are being sent to schools in local 
education authority areas be- 
yond their own or into private 
and voluntary sector place- 
ments. often at very great ex- 
pense. At best this simply 
increases costs while at worst it 
divides parents from their child- 
ren’s schooling. 

Where local authorities re- 
main committed to maintaining 
special schools, budgets are 
constantly under threat. We are 
faced currently with severe cuts 
in our provision for younger 
children. I am sure our local 


education authority, which nec- 
essarily has to concentrate on 
mainstream schools, has not 
thought through the conse- 
quences of its policies as allied 
to special schools. 

For this reason, and others, 
I would welcome a regional- 
isation of funding for special 
schools, although what appears 
to be an arbitrary redefinition 
by the Government of the num- 
ber of children in need 
(“Labour plan to resolve spe- 
cial needs dilemma”, 23 Oct- 
ober) smacks more of central 
planning and less of assessment 
leading to meeting the real 
needs of children. 

CHRIS JONG 
Chair of Governors 
Harborough School 
London N3 

Sir: My heart sank when 1 
heard David Blunkett an- 
nouncing that he intends to 
dose more schools for children 
with special educational needs. 


These children will not benefit 
from mainstream education 
unless the funds previously 
used for thefr education are im- 
mediately directed to the main- 
stream schools receiving them. 

Already ' teachers are 
Stretched to the linut coping with 


children whose needs are not 
considered sufficiently “spe- 
cial” to merit separate educ- 
ation, but who nevertheless 
require a disproportionate 
amount of their teachers’ time. 

Cosing specialised estab- 
lishments is used as a way of 
saving money (os in the disas- 
trous “care in the community”) 
when in fact, wherever they are 
catered for, special needs re- 
quire the same funds. 
JANEKEMPTON 
Leamington Spa 
Warwickshire 

Sir. Even the most dedicated in- 
dusionist statement - issued by 
Unesco after a conference in 


1994 - recognised that deaf chfl- 
dren have a right of access to 
their national sign language, 
and that enhancement and 
recognition of their language 
and identity could often mean 
dedicated units or schools. The 
issue is veiy complex, and well- 
meaning people are at risk of 
encouraging decisions that will 
damage those who are already 
disadvantaged. 

MARGARET ARCHER 
Boddetan, Worcestershire 

Safe in the asylums 

Sir. The call for “safe havens" 
for schizophrenics (letter. 24 
October) is sensible and hum- 
ane. They did, of course, exist 
once - they were called asy- 
lums, and they had space, gar- 
dens, fields, and workplaces to 
provide the environment that 
we now seem so desperately to 
need. 

JULIAN MUNBY 
Oxford 


Repeat driving tests 

Sir I support any measure that 
will reduce poor driving stan- 
dards and road casualties, but # 
do the proponents of a repeal 
driving test (“Drivers face 10- 
yea r refresher tests", 27 Oct- 
ober) really think that habitual 
speeders and the perpetrators 
of “road rage" will exhibit their 
bad behaviour under test con- 
ditions? A much higher prior- 
ity should be the enforcement 
of existing laws. 

Until there is a public 
recognition that something 
more radical has to be done to 
curb the selfishness of those 
who regard speed as their spe- 
cial prerogative at the expense 
of the public at large, I and 

many others w\Q regard calls for 
repeat tests as a cynical polity 
ical stunt to convince the un- 
thinking that something is 
being done, where there is in 
fact no will at all to take the 
simple and obvious action that 
is needed. 

ROGER IREDALE 
Whaley Bridge 
Derbyshire 

Bloodthirsty Scots 

Sin The proposal to form a 
Scottish Defence Force 
(“Bravehearts stirred by army 
plan”, 27 October) will spread . 
alarm and despondency ' 
throughout the north of 
England. 

"Ihles of raids across the 
Border by bloodthirsty Scots 
are still remembered in many 
quiet English villages. Peace 
came only when the crowns 
were united by James I. who 
dealt firmly with notorious 
terrorists such as Armstrong of 
Gilnockie. 

The threatened end of that 
union, together with the pro- 
posal you describe, under- 
lines an urgent need io^ 
recreate the Northumberland f 
Fencibles. 

ROBIN L PLACKETT 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Priceless Van Gogh 

Sir: 1 see you have uncovered 
yet another Vfcn Gogh forgery 
~ a mrror image of the sun- 
flowers bought by a Japanese 

£24 - 7m (report, 27 
October). What could this ver- 
sion be worth? 

JOHN BUSBY 
Ormiston 
Cast Lothian 


How to survive a police speed trap if caught hairdryer in hand: a reader writes 




MILES 

KINGTON 


From time to time 1 get letters 
from readers who are better in- 
formed than 1 am about certain 
things (or, in same cases, about 
everything) and I leave these 
letters lying about, admiringly 
rereading them now and again 
until a point comes when 1 sud- 
denly realise I have enough 
points from readers to make a 
complete article, and thus ab- 
solve me from coming up with 
an idea of my own. 

Such a point has been 
readied today, and the first let- 
ter out of the privileged pDe is 
from Harry Morrison of 
Barnes, who wrote to me in July 
about police speed traps. 

Yes, l know July is a long 
lime back, and I know Mr 
Morrison must be wondering 
what kind of columnist doesn’t 


reply to letters, but now 1 have 
written back to him, explaining 
that I am the kind of columnist 
who saves up letters with good 
points to make until such time 
as I have enough of them ... See 
first paragraph for rest of 
explanation. 

At that time I had reported 
the case of a man who tried to 
slow down the speeding traffic 
outside his house by pointing his 
wife’s hairdryer at it. There 
were two results. One, the 
speeding drivers all thought it 
was a speed-reading device 
and slowed down. Two, he was 
prosecuted by the police for in- 
fringing police duties. 

1 wanted to know under 
what law be could possibly 
have been prosecuted, and also 
whether it was illegal to warn 


people about a police speed 
trap ahead. 

Mr Morrison, who 1 take to 
be a lawyer, both from his 
knowledge of the law and from 
his hasty bandwriting (indeed, 
bis signature may well be 
Murchison), says that he can- 
not think of any regulation 
under which the man with the 
hairdryer might be prosecuted, 
unless it were section 90 of the 
Police Act 1996, replacing an 
earlier provision. 

He has duty supplied me 
with a copy of this section, on 
impersonating a police officer, 
which makes it unlawful to 
wear uniform or possess uni- 
form, or even a badge, which 
might lead people to think you 
were a member of the police, 
or to make My statement, or do 


any act which shall falsely 
suggest that you are a police- 
man ... 

Well, doing anything or say- 
ing anything covers a lot of 
ground, and I suppose that 
holding out a hairdryer at 
speeding cars might come 
under the heading of doing 
something which suggests that 
you are a plainclothes police- 
marc (Though if this means that 
only a policeman is allowed to 
measure the speed of cars, I 
think something is very wrong). 
And when it comes to warning 
motorists of impending speed 
traps, it seems that things are 
equally risky. 

A Mr Kenyon Alexander, of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, wrote to 
lefl me (also last July- letter on 
its way, Mr Alexander!) that the 


Automobile Association was 
originally formed partly to pro- 
tect car drivers against speed 
traps, and indeed I can re- 
member the days which he re- 
calls, when the failure of an AA 
patrolman to salute a member 
was code for “Speed Trap 
Ahead, Sir ...” 

Both saluting and non- 
sahitieg have vanished from an 
AA man's duty, but Mr Murchi- 
son (or is it Mortimer?) has sent 
me a fascinating rdsumd from 
the Weekly Law Reports of 
1982, of a case in South Wes 
in whidi a poUcetnan was pros- 
ecuted by the police for warn- 
ing the public against a police 
trap. 

Briefly, the accused con- 
stable knew that his fellow 
police were planning a raid on 


a pub in Chepstow where after- 
hours drinking often took 
place, and that one of th e fr 
number would be drinking 
there, out of uniform, that 
night. 

This pub was the constable's 
local, and he felt moved to use 
his confidential knowledge to 
protect iL So be got word to the 
landlord that a police raid was 
planned, and that the man sit- 
ting drinking all try himself was 
a copper. 

The result was that the 

plamctothes drinker gotaveru 

chilly reception, no after-houre 
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Double standards for the 
unheroic men of football 





SUZANNE 

MOORE 

THE SPORT OF 
WIFE BEATING 


l am as partial to Fantasy Football as the 
next girL My dream team would consist en- 
tirely of footbailing geniuses who just hap- 
pen to beat up women. These lads may have 
“problems’” off the field but what the hell, 
they arc gods on it. We could have Gazza 
and Ryan Giggs up from and I am sure we 
can rustle up a few others. Leslie Ash may 
have dropped the charges against ex-Leeds 
striker Lee Chapman but those charges were 
for criminal damage and common assault. 
I'm sure there are enough young boys out 
there keen enough to emulate their soccer 
heroes who could be drafted in to this team. 
This wouldn’t be a problem at all. 

No. the problem would be to find a team 
to oppose them. The managers, the sports- 
writers, the footballing establishment, the 
tabloid press? Surety between them we 
could cobble a team together to take on the 
wife-beaters. WeUL no actuaity. That’s where 
the fantasy ends because no one seems to re- 
alty want to do anything about the appalling 
behaviour of our footballing superstars. 
Failing a drugs test is serious. Breaking your 
ex-girlfriends nose in a night-club merely a 
hiccup ... Well, you have to remember that 
Giggs had scored two goals that day so was 
possibly “high-spirited or “hot-headed’’ or all 
those other euphemisms that have been used. 

Other words that might be used for such 
behaviour are out of control and out of or- 
der, lo beat upa woman behind dosed doois 
is bad enough, lo do it in public is a sign of 
that you think you can get away with anything, 
that normal rules no longer apply at all. It is 
no wonder that characters Eke Giggs may feel 
Eke that. Only 23 he will he. it is said. Britain's 
richest footballer by the time he is 30. He has 
money and talent to bum. Much of this mon- 
ey comes from sponsorship deals. He already 
promotes Reebok. Citroen cars, Fuji film and 
the meat substitute Quom. 

The only overt condemnation of his be- 
haviour appears to have more to do with the 
damage to his earning capacity than the dam- 
age he did to his ex-girlfriend Davinia Mur- 
phy. When Murphy appeared in a night-dub, 
according to a witness ‘"He (Giggs) just 
walked up and punched her in the stomach. 
Then he punched her in the face and 
dragged her back by the hair". Agent Eric 
Hall is supposed to have commented, 
“Hopefully this was a one-off and sponsors 
wifi probably turn a blind eye this time. But 
if he carries on. these are the sort of head- 
lines that could endanger sponsorships." 

That’s terrible isn’t it endangering spon- 
sorships? Endangering womeD is apparently 
not worth commenting on. 

Well, there is nothing we can do about 
the sports establishment. Davinia Murphy 
is not pressing charges. Leslie Ash having 
dropped the charges against Lee Chapman 
has been photographed kissing and making- 
up. If the women themselves won’t do any- 
thing, then its none of our business. 


Yet cosseting footballers is precisely the 
business that managers, sports writers, 
agents and to some extent fans are pari of. 
Young players such as Giggs are enormously 
indulged and protected at the same time. 
The peculiar kinds of male bonding that go 
on in (cam sports arc seen to be fully ac- 
ceptable. even heroic. If wives, girlfriends, 
families suffer for the game that is because 
at the end of the day the game is worth it. 

The rock n’rolf lifestyle that someone lifci* 
Giggs is able to live is the stuff of teenage 
dreams. Last week, genuine rock and rollers 
Oasis were roundly condemned for swear- 
ing on the radio. Loutish verbals at a time 
when children might be listening are con- 
sidered beyond the pale. Breaking a woman’s 
nose in public however is wcD ... unfortunate. 

When 1 wrote about Gazza suggesting 
that a known wife-beater shouldn't be inthe 
England squad, many decent chaps ex- 
plained to me that what men, especially tal- 
ented footballers, do in their private lives 
is not relevant. This division between the pri- 
vate and public is of course what maintains 
the status quo, enabling domestic violence 
lo he seen as an entirely personal rather than 
a political issue. However, these latest as- 
saults on women are not going on in private. 
W: all read about them. 

Graphic representations of domestic vi- 
olence, such as the one in Gary Oldman's 
brilliant film Nil by Mouth, are almost un- 
bearable lo waich. In the film the central 
character heals his wife to a pulp because 
be thinks she fancies someone else. Giggs 
is said to have been jealous of reports of his 
ex-girlfriend with another man. Men do this, 
they so often say, out of love. Some women 
believe this to be true, in which case, god 
help them. What Nil by Mouth make hor- 
ribly clear is that beating up women is re- 
lated to other kinds of bullying that may or 
may not end in violence. 

What then, are the links between bully- 
ing and the training of footballers? Why are 
so many of them out of control? What is it 
in the masculine code that allows none of 
them to break rank and condemn the be- 
haviour of a wife-beater? I am sure that these 
boys are under pressure but that is not an 
excuse. Lots of other sportsmen are under 
pressure, lots of public figures are under 
pressure and lots of ordinary people are un- 
der tremendous pressure without being cush- 
ioned by wealth and fame. It seems that the 
mythology of “pressure” itself contributes 
to the problem. Rituals that involve letting 
off steam are. part of the camaraderie that 
surrounds football. Beating up women 
therefore becomes normalised, an instance 
of a lad going slightly too far, rather than 
begin seen for what it is: a crime, immoral, 
and totally unacceptable. 

As football has become domesticated, with 
less hooliganism and more literary kudos, it 
has now become a sport that women and chil- 
dren can enjoy. Fun for all the family. This 
other kind of violence appears lo erupt from 
nowhere rather than being connected to the 
game. It is time to make those connections. 
It is no use having Zero Tbteiance campaigns 
widely understood by the public, if in public, 
our soccer superstars behave Eke monsters. 

If Giggs had made an unprovoked racial 
attack be would be m court by now. If we con- 
tinue to turn a blind eye as well as the other 
cheek, then you can expect to see oo the front 
of your newspapers more pictures of women 
with black eyes, broken noses and swollen 
cheeks. This is fiuitasy football for you alright, 
the fantasy being that belting a bafl across a 
field gives you licence to belt a woman across 
the face whenever it all gets too much to han- 
dle. It’s a disgrace and those who daim to love 
the game are letting the side down badly if 
they chose to remain sOent about iL The ques- 
tion is whose side are they on and whose side 
are they prepared to let down. 



A stock market Investor in Australia yesterday watching shares plunge: bad for him, good for the rest of us 
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How to learn to love stock markets 
even when they crash 
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Ail the old jokes have been 
wheeled out in the City of 
London, the ones that start with 
skyscrapers and end with the 
punch lire: “It's raining brokers 
again tonight," A financial cri- 
sis is always great drama, com- 
plete with pictures of 
panicking, shouting traders and 
a grave chorus of dark-suited 
experts punctuating the news 
bulletins. But the fact that the 
reaction to this week's crash has 
slipped into the familiar routine 
of criticising the financial mar- 
kets as irrational and destruc- 
tive should not obscure the fact 
that they play an ever more es- 
sential role. In an increasingly 
insecure world we must learn 
to love the markets, wild, chaot- 
ic and tumultuous as they can 
be. 

Let’s make no bones about 
it A stockmarket crash is a pain. 
But it should not turn us against 
financial markets, any more 
than you stop loving your tod- 
dler just because he’s having a 
tantrum. 

This might seem a contrary 
view to take at a time when even 
the high priest of financial 


speculation. George Soros, has 
been expressing his concerns 
about global capitalism. In a 
speech he gave in Hong Kong 
last month Mr Soros warned: “1 
cannot beEeve that the present 
boom will not be followed by a 
bust until history has proven me 
wrong." Once again, the Great 
Speculator got it right. 

His speech was billed as a ri- 
poste to the anti-market rant- 
ings of Mahathir Mohamad, the 
Malaysian Prime Mlnisterwho 
had railed for a ban on finan- 
cial trading. But the arch-spec- 
ulator agreed with his 
arch-critic in one thing, saying 
the instability of the financial 
markets could cause serious so- 
cial and economic dislocations. 
Mr Mahathir, was voicing the 
frustration of being unable to 
connect the funny money of the 
billions gambled in the markets 
with the real world effects. 
“No real money is involved, 
only figures," he grumbled. 

This is tbe common reaction. 
It was voiced yesterday by the 
great economist John Kenneth 
Galbraith. Psychology alone 
drives the stockmarket, he said, 
as much now as three cen- 
turies ago when the mania was 
for tulip bulbs rather than 
shares. It has nothing to do with 
what is happening in the real 
economy, yet the whims of the 
traders are allowed to damage 
the wealth of ordinary investors 
like you and me. Only up to a 
point. Professor Galbraith. 

The first thing to note is that 
as stockmarket crashes go this 
one is - so far at least - a tid- 
dler. In October 1987 Will 
Street lost nearly a quarter of 
its value in a single day and then 
fell some more. This tenth an- 
niversary crisis is not over; but 
although it could match up to 
198Ts crash eventually, it is 


nowhere near as severe yet Sec- 
ondly. by October 1988 shares 
in the US and UK had more or 
less regained their pre-crash lev- 
els. and. until this month, they 
had gained in value ever since. 
The 1997 crash starts from a 
much higher level of 
wealth -This has some connec- 
tion with reality; it reflects the 
steady economic expansion of 
the past six years. 

Even more relevant is the 
fact that many professional in- 
vestors. the anonymous fund 
managers who look after the 
money invested in our pensions 
and insurance poficies, have 
been prepared for a stockmar- 
ket crash for a long time. It has 
been clear for at least a year 
that Wall Street was being in- 
flated by a speculative bubble. 
Alan Greenspan, the US Fed- 
eral Reserve chairman, gave 
clear notice of this when he 
warned about the markets’ “ir- 
rational exuberance" last De- 
cember. Sensible, cautious 
investment managers - most of 
them have caution as their 
middle name - have been 
switching funds out of the 
overblown equity markets for 
months. They have been criti- 
cised for it too. for missing the 
last puffe of tbe speculative bub- 
ble. But they will have insulat- 
ed the vast majority of then- 
investors and policy-holders 
from the effects of the crash. 

Individual investors will not 
be so lucky, and there are 
many more of them in Ameri- 
ca there used to be. (In Britain, 
however, individual share- 
holding is not so widespread). 
The growth of mutual funds 
and the spread of stock options 
as a component of pay for ex- 
ecutives has increased the ex- 
posure of individual Americans 
to the crash. There arc two 


Tony and Gordon cast their magic spell over the Emu debate 



« 


ANDREW 
MARR 
DECISION ON 
THE EURO 


We are led by magicians. For 
years the great issue of British 
sovereignty and the single cur- 
rency has riven the political na- 
tion. Parhameut, the Tbiy party, 
the great ones of the media es- 
tablishment. numerous think- 

tanks - all have been tearing and 

snarling, perspiring and refut- 
ing, as they struggle with the im- 
plications of that historic choice. 

Is tbe loss of 'political pow- 
er at home worth the extra ben- 
efits of membership? Will it 
mean a convergent fiscal poli- 
cy, and the start of a genuine 


single European government? 
What about the effect of a sin- 
gle interest rate on different 
economies, and the pain that 
will be felt by the fringe, be- 
cause of a policy designed for 
the golden centre of Europe? 
What about the necessary high- 
er taxation to soothe the pain? 
What about History, Blood, 
Sovereignty, Honour? 

And now - Zing! - it has 
gone. For the lifetime of the 
first Blair administration, all 
those “what abouts?” have dis- 
appeared in a flash. The great 
choice facing the nation is no 
more. It is an ex-issue. 

The Chancellor declares that 
it is a matter of economics, not 
politics. Nothing will happen far 

years. Then tbere will be an elec- 
tion. Then there will be a ref- 
erendum. The People will 
choose. They will look in the 
Mirror and be warmed tty the 
Sun and listen to Tbne and, in 
tbe end, everything will be fine. 

Tony Blair said it in tabloid 
articles this week: “The Gov- 
ernment is united, strong, fac- 
ing up to tough choices and 
coming up with the right an- 
swers. The Tbries are divided 
and taking decisions not in the 
national interest.-’’ So that s all 
right, then. But what of this 


tough choice in particular? 
Well the answer is this: if it is 
a good thing, we will do it, but 
• if it is not a good thing, we will 
not do it (“It would be folly for 
Britain to reject something if it 
were dearly in Britain’s inter- 
ests to accept iL") 

And tbe nation, most of it, 
goes: oh, good. The pro-Euro- 
peans, though nervous about 
the wait, assume that we are on 
our way to Emu membership, 
while tbe antis, noting the con- 
ditions and the apparently far- 
away nature of the decision, 
cool down and even purr. 

This is alchemy, lb have 
both Rupert Murdoch and the 
great panjandrums of the.EU 
acquiescent is a genuinely ex- 
traordinary feaL But someone 
is being fooled. 

The someone, I believe, is 
Mr Murdoch and the other 
anb-EU forces in politics, busi- 
ness and the media. Because if 
the Prime Minister and tbe 
Chancellor, in between the 
soothing words and cautious 
elaboration of possible 
timescales, have both said they 
see no principled objection to 

abolition of the pound, then 
that event is brought nearer. Up 
to now, the overall direction of 
official British policy on mon- 


clary union has been sceptical 
to the point of wilful blindness 
about what is going on on the 
continent: not Emu but Ostrich. 

Now, that will change. Min- 
isters will meet regularly to plan 
our entry. There will be hun- 
dreds of business breakfasts, or- 
ganised by Government. Lord 
Simon will begin to prepare tbe 
corporations for the huge 
changes they will have to make. 
In thousands of smaller com- 
panies, chief executives will 
call in their senior staff and de- 
mand to know what it will all 
mean for Bodgarsoft Systems or 
Oatcake International. The 
Bank of England will assume 
that monetary union is a distinct 
possibility, and set up working 
groups there. Manufacturers of 
tills, slot machines and public 
telephones wifl spend more . 
time on redesign big for the pos- 
sibility of entry. 

Thus, with a broad wink, 
does a modem government 
stir up a great, if discreet pul- 
lulation of behind-office-doors 
activity. The nearer we get to 
the next election, the more 
hours and money will have 
been invested across Britain in 
preparations for Emu. And 
that in itself will have a politi- 
cal impact. 


People's energy will have 
been committed and - assum- 
ing that the currency has been 
introduced with reasonable or- 
der in France and Germany - 
their emotional enthusiasm for 
the change will follow. As cor- 
porate propaganda begins to 
build on the radio programmes 
and in the papers, it will start 
to seem somehow inevitable. 
The national fulcrum will move. 
By the election - again, as- 
suming that there hasn't been 
monetary disasterou the con- 
tinent - the opinion polls will 
already look very different and 
the anti-Emu forces will look 
out of touch. 

That, anyway, is the politi- 
cal strategy that must lie behind 
this week's statement. Unless 
Brown and Blair have sudden- 
ly forgotten all their strategic 
thinking, they already know 
where they want to end up. If 
they are telling tbe nation to be- 
gin preparing to lose the pound, 
the end-point is obvious. 

They don’t want to make 
Emu the main issue at the next 
election, because to do so 
would certainty mean losing the 
backing of their best new chums 
in the media. But they do want 
to fight with the Conservatives 
as the anti-Emu party; that 


means they intend lo method- 
ically reshape the battleground, 
public opinion, to their own ad- 
vantage in the meantime. Ex- 
pect a slow and steady build-up 
of pro-Emu propaganda from 
here on in. with Blair-Brown 
themselves keeping a prudent 
step or two behind as they 
guide the campaign. 

As a strategy, it could bard- 
ty be clearer. Quite why this has 
escaped some of the pro-Eu- 
ropean commentators who are 
wringing their hands about 
Brown's speech beats me. 

The Prime Minister, of 
course, is disappointing some of 
his friends yet again by being so 
apparently timid. This exer- 
cise won’t raise his personal 
stature among them here, or on 
the continenL But it wasn’t 
meant to. This sidling-towards- 
Emu-whBe-whistKng-and-Iook- 
ing-the-otber-way business is 
clever, not brave. 

Bul dammit, it is clever. 
One only has to look at the way 
in which the venomously xeno- 
phobic Murdoch press has been 
tickled and cozened to gape in 
admiration. In the end, of 
course, magic is trickery. But 
take your bat off to them - 
these people are very profes- 
sional magicians indeed. 


straws of comfort One. the les- 
son of history is that the big- 
ger the boom, the bigger the 
bust. Wc should always be 
grateful for a crash because if 
it happened later, it would be 
worse. Two, the US economy 
has been growing so fast that 
the Federal Reserve was poised 
to slow down spending by 
raising interest rates. A gentle 
deceleration would have been 
preferable to an emergency 
stop, but the brakes were about 
to go on anyway. 

In the western world, not 
since 1929 has stockmarket 
crash spelled economic disas- 
ter. In his classic history of fi- 
nancial crises. Manias, Panics 
and Crashes , Charles Kindle- 
berger concludes that central 
banks have learned to supply 
extra credit to the financial sys- 
tem to offset the sudden con- 
traction of share capital. This 
worked, if anything, too well in 
the aftermath of 1987 when 
credit policy was loose enough 
to Ught the touchpaper on the 
late eighties boom. 

Crises in the financial mar- 
kets are inevitable but also 
manageable. They should not 
distract attention from the fact 
that financial markets are es- 
sential for our well-being. With- 
out them there would be little 
investment, because it is the 


stock and bond markets that fi- 
nance much of it. Just as im- 
portant, tbe markets are a 
crucial tool for managing risk 
in an increasingly uncertain 
world. A crash makes it look as 
though those yelling traders are 
the source of financial risk. It’s 
quite the reverse. Why has the 
strong pound not yet led to a 
collapse in British exports? Be- 
cause many businesses have 
used the markets to hedge 
their foreign currency exposure 
for a year or two. Why are el- 
derly people drawing a com- 
pany pension so well off these 
days? Because their pension 
fund has invested in a growing 
range of financial markets to 
spread the risk and increase the 
returns. 

Financial markets offer the 
only means we have of insuring 
against the future, whatever it 
may hold. The more inter- 
twined the world becomes, the 
more complex and uncertain, 
the more we need the global 
markets. Those scenes of hys- 
teria in dealing rooms over 
the past few days are entirety 
rational, because the traders are 
taking the risks for the rest of 
a us. Individually some of them 
might be big losers on the day, 
but the rest of us are all gain- 
ers from the system their efforts 
keep in being. 


If you only buy 
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New York and London pull back from the 
abyss but Hong Kong’s plunge continues 



An extraordinary day on the 
world’s stock markets saw Hong 
Kong plunge to its biggest ever 
fell, London pull itself back from 
the abyss and New York defy the 
doomsters with a dramatic return 
to form after its record-breaking 
collapse on Monday. Tom Stevenson, 
Danielle Robinson and Stephen Vines 
followed the rollercoaster ride 
through the time-zones. 

It was over as quickly as it began. Dealers 
on Will Street unexpectedly changed their 
minds yesterday afternoon and started buy- 
ing shares as frantically as they had previ- 
ously sold stock. The impact was 
immediately felt in London where a cata- 
strophic early loss of almost 30 per cent was 
almost wiped out by the close of a breath- 
taking day's trading. 

The FTSE 100 index, which had fallen 
as much as 458 points within half an hour 
of the market opening yesterday morning, 
closed only 853 points lower at 4755.4 as 
dealers gained heart from a massive reversal 
in sentiment on Wail Street. But the re- 
covery in the Dow Jones index, up by more 
than 230 points at lunchtime in New York 
after an initial 186 point plunge, came too 
late to prevent a rout of Asian markets. 

Hong Kong's Hang Seng index suffered 
its biggest ever one day points fall, wiping 
a further 14 per cent off the market and 
taking the fail since its peak in August to 
almost 50 per cent. Japan’s Nikkei index 
also slumped by more than 4 per cent and 
other smaller Pacific markets such as Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand were even harder 
hit as they reacted to Monday’s record- 
breaking fall on Will Street. 

The recovery in New York fuelled 
hopes that the collapse in markets around 
the world in recent days was nothing more 
than a short-term, if badly needed, cor- 
rection and not the start of a damaging bear 
market. 

It rejuvenated the London market after 
one of the blackest starts in its history. The 
fall of 457.9 points in the first half hour's 
trading was easily the worst nominal per- 
formance ever for the FTSE 100 index, 
almost twice the 250 point fell on the Tues- 
day of the 1987 crash even if it rep- 
resented a smaller percentage fell. 

Halfway through the morning session, 
calm was restored as the feared panic sell- 
ing failed to materialise and investors 
began to reassess economic fundamentals, 
especially the likelihood that a hike in in- 
terest rates would now be deferred. Ana- 
lysts pointed to the relationship between 
the yield on equities and bonds which they 
said is much less stretched than it was ten 
years ago. 

That confidence was mirrored on Wall 
Street later in the day, with analysts say- 
ing the US market had set the stage for a 
worldwide rally in stocks. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average shrugged off Monday’s 
historic plunge, making a spectacular 300- 
plus point turnaround from rooming lows. 

The S&P 500 was up about 9.27 points 
and the Nasdaq witnessed the most stun- 
ning about face from a 4 per cent plunge 
in the morning to a 30 point rise by 
lunchtime. The rise in the US reversed ear- 
s’ dramatic falls in the hard hit Latin Amer- 
ican bourses. 

Although leading market analysts 
warned there could be weeks of wild mar- 
ket swings before the US and other world 


markets really began a sustained recovery, 
investors were yesterday rushing in for bar- 
gains in the US and are expected to follow 
suit in Europe today. 

“The fundamentals haven't changed at 
all. We have just had this big blow-off, which 
is healthy." said Rob Reiner, portfolio man- 
ager at BT Investment International Eq- 
uity Fund in New York. "'We are now up 
substantially and that will cause a massive 
world rally tomorrow”. 

Reiner argued the plunge in US stock 
prices was a much needed blowoff of 
steam in a market that's done nothing but 
go up for the past two years. “We have not 
had a real 10 per cent correction off the 
highs since 1990 and Monday was a big 
chance to basically get it out of the way,” 
he said. 

Driving investors was the broadness of 
the rally and most particularly the spec- 
tacular rebound in technology stocks on the 
Nasdaq market. Also boosting yesterday s 
recovery was IBM’s vote of confidence in 


its stock by announcing it would buy up to 
S&Sbn worth of its own shares in a buyback 
programme. 

A growing view that the rout since last 
Thursday was a knee-jerk reaction to 
Asian markets rather than any fundamen- 
tal change in the US’s economic outlook 
also supported investors’ resolve to jump 
back in for bargains. 

The lack of any perceived panic by the 
millions of small US investors which have 
been behind the Dow’s meteoric rise in the 
last several years also lifted confidence. 

"We had a selling dimax,” said Phil 
Roth, senior technical analyst at Morgan 
Stanley Dean Witter. “That means it was 
an emotional liquidation of stocks and now 
we have a rebound from that emotional liq- 
uidation.” 

However, leading analysts warned in- 
vestors in all markets globally to brace them- 
selves for further wild rides in stocks. “I 
would argue ... that just because the mar- 
ket is up doesn’t mean that everyone can 


go back into the water.” said Walter 
Murphy , senior international market an- 
alyst at Merrill Lynch in New York. "This 
is just a pause in an otherwise still devel- 
oping decline.” 

Although a bottom to the US market 
could be hit soon, history has shown that 
when markets suffer double digit correc- 
tions they can endure as much as three 
months of wild gyrations before embark- 
ing on a sustained recovery. 

In Asia, panic selling had earlier gripped 
financial markets for the second day mo- 
oing as dealers waited for another signal 
from Wall Street. As the bad news tumbled 
in from all directions it was hard to find any- 
one who believed the worst was over. 

The market tumble moved steadily 
through international time zones with 
traders in New Zealand having the first op- 
portunity to respond to events in Wall 
Street By the end of the day over 12 per 
cent was wiped off the value of New 
Zealand shares. Australia W3s next line and 


saw the previous days heavy selling topped 
by a further decline of more than 7 percent 
the biggest fall since the 1987 crash. 

When the mighty Japanese market 
stirred, the authorities feared the worst and 
took international traders by surprise by 
bringing in measures to limit selling. Nev- 
ertheless the blue chip Nikkei 225 Index 
slumped by 4.2 per cent taking the Japan- 
ese market to its lowest point since July 
1995. 

The real carnage was seen in Hong 
Kong, however, which had earlier triggered 
the Wall StTeet collapse. The Hang Seng 
Index limped into the record books with 
its biggest one day points fell of 1.438 points, 
taking the market down by almost 14 per 
cent At one point the market dipped right 
down to 8,775 points before closing at 9,059. 
Hong Kong shares have lost 30 per cent of 
their value this month. 

In percentage terms, yesterday's per- 
formance in Hong Kong marked the third 
highest fall on record, coming below the 
33 per cent fall which followed Black 
Monday in 1987 and the almost 22 per cent 
fall which greeted news of the Tiananmen 
Square massacre in 1989. 

“It was worse than people expected", 
said Howard Georges, the vice-chairman 
of the South China Brokerage, “but no 
one thought we were going to get away 
lightly today". 

Special circumstances in Hong Kong 
provided grounds for particular concern, 
with worries mounting that the property 
market would lake a major tumble. Trans- 
actions have virtually ground lu a halt and 
most property analysts expect values hi fail 
by a third or even more. 

As property underpins the local stock 
market, the uulkx «k for share prices remains 
bleak despite the rally in New York. 

Market report, page 25 


HOW THEY SEE THE DAY’S TRADING 


We have incited trouble globally.' 

Kent Rossiter, Nikko Securities in Hong Kong 

The worst Hung is no one knows where 
the bottom lies.’ 

Dealer in Singapore 

This is a case where you should sell 
until you can sleep/ 

John Mangun. IB Gimenez Securities. Manila 

Td call this controlled frenzy ” 

Frankfurt bourse dealer. 


The fundamentals haven’t changed at 
all. We have just had this big blow-ofi, 
which is healthy/ 

Rob Reiner at BT Investment New York 

‘No one felt panic yesterday because 
there’s so much cash around.’ 

Fund manager in London 

This was a valuation correction, not a 
crash. If anything we'd be tentative 
buyers/ 

Vanessa James, director of UK equities at 


Legal & General. 

This is not a crisis of confidence, but a 
reassessment of the value of some of the 
equities markets/ 

Mike Grimble, investment strategist at 
Norwich Union. 

‘We took the view that the market was 
good value yesterday. The situation is 
different from 1987/ 

Bob Semple, a market strategist at 
NatWesL 


Venture capital 
funds worry 
hi-tech bubble 
has burst 


The storming performance of 
hi-tech stocks was one of the main 
drivers behind Wall Streets surge 
this year, with shares in companies 
like Dell Computer rising five-fold 
in a year. But with the route to 
lucrative stock market flotations 
now looking tougher, will US 
venture capital funds fight shy of 
backing new technology 
businesses? Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports. 

Leading hi-tech stocks in the US have been 
the equivalent of financials in the FTSE 100 
this year with prices rising relentlessly un- 
til the last few weeks. In addition to Dell 
Computer's meteoric rise, shares in Com- 
paq Computer trebled between last Octo- 
ber and their peak last month while 
Microsoft rose 120 per cent and Hewlett- 
Packard d hr bed 65 per cent. 

But with these stocks well-off their re- 
cent peaks there is a growing nervousness C 
that if the hi-teca bubble has buisL the con- 
sequences will bt. serious for the US venture 
capital funds which rely on the flotations of 
hi-iech companies to realise their inwarimcnis. 

The view from London was gloomy yes- 
terday. NeO MacDougal of Prudential Ven- 
ture Managers said: “I would have though 
it would affect sentiment quite severely. 
These funds rely on IPO’s {institutional plao- 
ings] on Nasdaq to get their liquidity” 

Some hi-tech offerings have achieved 
extraordinary success in recent years and 
achieved wild valuations. Netscape, the com- 
puter software company, was one example. 
When if floated on Nasoaq two years ago 
it was 16-monlhs old, nir by a 24-year-old 
and had never made profit. The shares, ex- 
pected to start trading at S13, hit $50. 

Running parallel to this has been a mar-* 
ked increase in the perceive* rate of retunr 
for new business ventures hinted at in the 
most recent testimony by Alan Greenspan, 
the head of the US Federal Reserve. It had 
started to look Bke a dangerous spiral. 

But in San Francisco the outlook was 
more sanguine yesterday. Joe Josepbsoo. 
managing director of the Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell Technology Group in California, 
said much would depend on how the mar- 
kets settle down. “If this is a hiccup then 1 
don't think this changes very much. But if 
the market fells out of bed then it will. My 
view is that we’ve only had a bad three days. 
Yesterday just confirmed that gravity exists." 

Mr Josephson said the quality of US 
technology companies should not be under- *• 
estimated. “The values in the technology sec- 
tor are real. It’s not just puff. The AOLs, 
Intel’s and Microsoft's arc amazing com- 
panies that have created real value and the 
technology is changing rapidly. 

“It is hard for the stock market to value 
these companies that are growing so fast Val- 
uations in the Valley [Silicon Valley, in the 
Bay area of San Francisco] have been ex- 
panding rapidly. And for a while venture cap- 
ital companies were making a 300 per cent 
return. But then the entrepreneurs got wise 
tn how much their businesses were worth." 

Mr Josephson said the market would be 
buoyed by money coming in Irnm Hong ^ 
Kong as “people fly in quality 1 '. However, 
he said the new issues market would be af- 
fected. “I don't think you'll see a lot of new 
issues in the comine weeks." 








Flotations and paper-funded 
deals could be under threat 


V 


The turmoil in the 
world’s stock markets is 
likely to take its toll on 
company flotations and 
paper-funded deals. 
However the fell in the 
price of shares may 
provide a good 
opportunity for cash-rich 
corporates to launch 
takeover bids. Andrew 
Votes, Nigel Cope and Chris 
Codsmark report. 

Volkswagen, the German car 
giant, became the first big 
casualty of the commotion in 
the world’s markets when it was 
forced to postpone a DM7bn 
(£2.4bn) share Issue. 

“In the light of develop- 
ments in world capital markets, 
the management hoard of Volk- 
swagen have decided to post- 
pone the planned capital hike. 
The subscription period for the 
new ordinary shares will not 
begin as planned on Thurs- 
day,” VW said in a statement. 

It could be the first of many 


deals to bite the dust if share 
prices continue to fall. Perhaps 
the biggest deal to be hit by the 
turbulence is WorldCom’s 
S30bn (£17.9bnJ all-share offer 
for MCI. the US long distance 
telephones giant. 

WorldCom’s bid was based 
on its own share price dropping 
no further than $34. but during 
Monday’s market plunge it fell 
more than S per cent to $31 and 
was falling further in afternoon 
trading in New York yesterday. 

The plunge meant World- 
Corn's bid had fallen dose to the 
competing S 2Sbn cash offer for 
MCI from GTE. u-hieh has a 
fixed price. WorldCom last 
night insisted its hid remained 
as attractive as eve r. The com- 
pany hopes GTE will find it 
harder because of market un- 
certainty to raise the billions of 
dollars of debt needed to 
finance its bid. 

Meanwhile in the UK. En- 
ergis, the telephones group 
owned by National Grid, is 
pressing ahead with its De- 
cember flotation plans despite 
the market plunge. However the 
anticipated £lbn float price for 
Encrsis could be hit if market 


confidence continues to fade. 

Plunging share prices m the 
Far East combined with the fall 
in the value of local currencies 
also threaten to hit profits at 
Guinness, which is in the 
throes of a £24bn merger with 
Grand Metropolitan, and at 
LVMH. Bernard Arnault's 
French luxury goods and spir- 
its group. which are among the 
biggest spirits suppliers to the 
area. 

Merchant bankers said the 
stock market fall would affect 
the prospects of flotations but 
might increase the level of 
merger and acquisition activi- 
ty, particular for businesses 
seeking cash deals. 

One said: “Those with cash- 
rich deals iu the market will be 
looking good. And for cash-rich 
companies looking for acquisi- 
tions in the UK. the fall-off in 
rhe market is helpful." 

This is what happened after 
the 19S7 crash when there was 
a bout of corporate activity 
which included Sears making its 
i!4Sthn bid for the Freemans 
mail order business and General 
Cinema building its slake in 
Cadbury Schweppes. 


‘When Wall St opened the doomsday scenario failed to materialise’ 



Facing a difficult day: Changing expressions among traders at Nomura in London as 
the markets gyrated yesterday Photographs: Andrew Buurman 


After the morning’s 
dramatic fells in London, 
all eyes turned west to 
Wall Street to set the 
tone for the afternoon’s 
trading. Lea Paterson 
gauged the City’s mood 
from Nomura’s equity 
trading floor. 

At lunch lime yesterday, experts 
were predicting a tricky morn- 
ing on the New York Stock Ex- 
change. “From comments wc 
have heard from New York 
last night and this morning, wc 
arc anticipating a weak open- 
ing," said Tim HuddarL UK eq- 
uity strategist at Merrill Lynch. 

On the trading floor at 
Nomura, the giant Japanese 
bank, dealers’ jitters were 
dearly evident in the run-up to 
Wall Street's kick-off at 2.30pm 
London time. Between 2.25pm 
and 23frpm. the FTSE UK) lost 
almost 50 points to stand 423 
points down on the day. and 
traders sat at their screens, 
bandy uttering a word. One 
placed bis head in his hands: 
another gnawed at his fingers. 
“Our boys in the Slates are 


nervous." commented one 
trader to another. 

When Whll Street opened, 
the doomsday scenario pre- 
dicted by some failed to mate- 
rialise. The Dow Jones index. 


lar from plunging, barely moved 
- at 2.35pm, it was just 1(1 
points down. The FTSE (On be- 
gan to cut its losses, aiul dealers 
at Nomura breathed a sigh ot 
relict. “I would have expected 


the US to open a little weaker 
than it has." admitted Snnja 
Gibbs, senior market strategist. 

Dealers' nerves were far 
from being calmed, though. 
Twenty minutes later, the Dow 


was 134 points down, and the 
FTSE l(Ki began to fall again. 
One trader, absorbed in con- 
versation with friends, looked 
up. saw the screens and dashed 
across to his desk. 

Unexplicably. the atmosp- 
here was pierced at by a spon- 
taneous cheer erupting aernsg 
the floor. The cheers were not 
for a rally in the Dow. hut for 
the results of a sweepstake. 

The winner, who had guessed 
the level of the Dow at 3pm, 
proudly grasped his winnings. 

His euphoric nuxxl. though, 
did not last long. At 3.05pm. The 
Dow temporarily slid through 
the psychological ".tit Ki barrier, 
and traders were once again 
staring nervously at screens. 

But dealers were nm kept on 
tenterhooks for long. The Dow 
was soon back up abov e 7.0VXI, 
at the beginning of a quite re- 
markable rally, and the fall in 
the FTSE HIM was slashed to 
just X5.3 points at the close of 
business in London. 

What dealers can expect to- 
day is anyone's guess. “Although £ 
wc seem to have stabilised for 
the day. 1 do not necessarily 
think that all the selling is 
over." said a cautious Ms Gibbs. 


Markets summary appears on page 24 
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A regulatory one-stop shop means trouble 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE NEW 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 
AUTHORITY. THE 
BANK OF ENGLAND'S 
ROLE AND TROUBLES 
AT GLAXO 


So. the Financial Services Authority it is. 
Hardly a name to conjure with or to set 
the pulse raring. At least SuperSIB gave 
the impression of purpose, the suggestion 
that ir might be an organisation to gel 
things done. 

Howard Davies would argue, rightly, 
that the name is not the important thing, 
but how well it operates. Sadly, on that 
front too, yesterday's launch left too 
many unanswered questions. In scope and 
structure, the FSA is still a Iea£ in the dark, 
open to some obvious objections and con- 
taining some very clear flaws. 

Scope first. It is inexplicable that a so- 
called unified regulator should not con- 
sider two of the most important financial 
products in most people’s lives - mortgages 
and occupational pensions - to he within 
its remit. It is wrong that a loan which is 
sold to even the most financially illiter- 
ate and worth as much as three times their 
salary should fan between the regulatory 
cracks in this way. 

Likewise, occupational pensions. The 
creation of a mega-watchdog was surely 
the opportunity lo pul the ovcisighi of com- 
pany and personal pensions under the same 
roof, lb claim that it made no sense to dis- 
band the Occupational Pensions Regula- 
tory Authority (OPRA) because it had only 
just started doesn't make sense when per- 
fectly good established regulators arc be- 
ing absorbed in the name of unity. 

Structurally, the FSA is still an accident 
waiting to happen. For two years new staff 
will join a nominally unified regulator but 
legally and dc facto operate within the ex- 


isting fractured sysiera. “ Hideously com- 
plicated" was how one senior regulator de- 
scribed the new regime. 

Long after the industrial conglomer- 
ate was seen to have had its day, the reg- 
ulatory one-slop shop is about to be born. 
Like the now disbanded commercial di- 
nosaurs, it will have to cope with the lack 
of focus inherent in a complex matrix of 
conflicting chains of command and a range 
of widely divergent industries to regulate. 
Ely slicking to the old guard, Mr Davies 
has also created a potential hotbed of in- 
trigue as the old rivalries settle into the 
new order. 

All of that is manageable, though 
even the Mckinscy trained Mr Davies ad- 
mits it will be a challenge. What is much 
more problematic is whether the FSA can 
realistically be a pro-active regulator 
when it is so distracted by its own navel. 
Wc can only hope the next Barings scan- 
dal holds ufT a while. 

A stepping stone 
for the Bank 

The Bank of England Bill which emerged 
from the Treasury last night is a landmark 
in the history of monetary policy-making 
and banking supervision. But it is also 
probably just a stepping stone. If Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, is as good as his 
word, he is going to have to move much 
further down the road towards full bank 
central bank by the end of this parliament. 


He has promised to prepare for monetary 
union, and under the terms of Maastricht, 
that means a more independent central 
bank than the one envisaged in this bOL 
Ministers will continue to have the fi- 
nal say over rates in “extreme circum- 
stances” and in practice the Chancellor 
continues to make all the key appoint- 
ments, either directly or indirectly. The 
Chancellor also remains responsible for set- 
ting the inflation target which, as Kenneth 
Clarke has repeatedly pointed out, effec- 
tively raises the ceiling on “acceptable’’ in- 
flation from 23 pec cent to 33 per cent 
As the Bank freely admits, the level of 
operational independence granted by the 
new bill will not be enough to qualify 
Britain for monetary union under the 
Maastricht Treaty. Reform would be nec- 
essary just to qualify for membership. On 
actually joining, the Treasury would have 
lo give up its control over the inflation tar- 
get lo the European Central Bank, which 
will target other monetary indicators as 
well before setting rates. The “reserve pow- 
ers" allowing the Treasury Lo set rates 
would also have to go- But the biggest 
change would be in the role of the Gov- 
ernor, who will no longer be classed as a 
“delegate" of the government and would 
become fully independent. His powers 
would be unfettered, even by the ruling 
Court of Bank of England itself. 

So how long before we see a replace- 
ment Bank of England BOL dealing with 
all this unfinished business? The Gov- 
ernment has said it will not be making a 
decision on whether to join monetary 


union this parliament so in theory noth- 
ing has to be done this side of the elec- 
tion. Given Mr Brown’s commitment to 
get preparations underway before then, 
however, the new legislation could appear 
sooner »hnn we think. 

Personalities 
clash at Glaxo 

Losing three senior executives in less than 
a decade looks like more than just care- 
lessness. Glaxo Wellcome, which yester- 
day announced the departure of chief 
executive designate Sean Lance, is hard- 
ly a troubled company. It is one of our stan- 
dard bearers for Britain, is soundly 
financed and is growing nicely. Mr Lance 
was chosen carefully after 12 years at the 
company and groomed extensively for his 
new responsibilities. It is doubly strange, 
therefore, that Glaxo’s board has decid- 
ed after all this effort that he is not up to 
the job. 

The real problem - as ever'in these sit- 
uations - seems to be a dash of person- 
ality between chief executive and 
chairman. While this falling out has ob- 
viously' been conducted with better grace, 
in a less open and generally more pro- 
fessional way than at either United Util- 
ities or Cable & Wireless last year (Mr 
Lance has not run off with the chairman's 
secretary, as far as we know), it doesn't 
look good, all the same. 

Most likely, the sober, quietly spoken 


Mr Lance was just not able to stand up 
to the charismatic Sir Richard. While this 
was always a danger, given how emphat- 
ically Sir Richard has stamped his mark 
on the drug company in the last few years. 
Glaxo has certainly made things worse for 
itself by instituting an overly -complies!' 
ed board structure. 

By creating a chief executive alongside 
an executive chairman the risk was always 
that strategic responsibilities would blur 
and operational empires dash. This may 
just about be excusable, but it is not a good 
sign in a company as large as Glaxo.The 
company need only to look at its own re- 
cent history under its former chairman Sir 
Paul Girolami to see where this path leads. 
Sir Paul proved to be incapable of work- 
ing with any chief executive. Glaxo was his 
baby and he was determined to hang onto 
the reigns of power. Not even the ap- 
pointment of a non-executive deputy 
chairman, the well respected Sir Roger 
Hum of Smiths Industries, was capable 
of making the peace between the two sides 
in this latest falling out. 

To resiore confidence in its corporate 
governance procedures, the company may 
have to rethink its board structure. Glaxo 
remains by many measures a great com- 
pany and ii has been led in an inspired fash- 
ion by Sir Richard. But for a chairman to 
be incapable of working with his own cho- 
sen chief executive smacks of trouble. 
Boardroom rows like this may be common 
enough at smaller companies like Care 
First, but they are not meant to happen 
in a company as mature and big as Glaxo. 


Lance snubbed for top 
job at Glaxo Wellcome 


Chancellor christens new regulator the Financial Services Authority 



Howard Davies, chairman of the FSA, yesterday. He wants to be able to prosecute share ramping Photograph: Nrcok i Kurtz 


Sean Lance, who was 
being groomed as Glaxo 
Wellcome^ next chief 
executive, resigned 
unexpectedly last night. 
^ The news that he had 
been passed over for the 
top job on the board 
sparked rumours in the 
City that there had been 
a boardroom clash with 
Sir Richard Sykes, the 
drug giant's forceful 
chairman and chief 
executive. Someena 
Ahmad reports. 

Id what appears to be a last 
minute change of heart, Glaxo 
* > said yesterday that it was 
instead appointing Robert 
Ingram, previously In charge 
of North and South America, 
as chief executive with imme- 
diate effect, replacing Sir 
Richard who remains execu- 
tive chairman. 

The decision, described by 
one fund manager as “a 
complete bungle," has raised 
concerns among institutions 
about Glaxo's boardroom 
structure. 

It comes just nine months 
v . after Mr Laoce was appointed 
‘ as chief operating officer with 
a view to grooming bum to suc- 
ceed Sir Richard as chief 


executive by next May. Glaxo 
is currently negotiating com- 
pensation with Mr Lance, who 
was on a two-year rolling 
contract earning £550,000 this 
year. 

His departure is the third 
time that the drug giant has dis- 
missed a top-level executive in 
the last 30 years. 

A spokesman for Glaxo said 
that, the board’s decision not to 
appoint Mr Lance was unani- 
mous and was not the result of 
impropriety or differences over 
strategy. 

“Since January it has be- 
come dear that things weren’t 
working out. Being chief 
executive of Glaxo is a major 
role. Our decision was taken 
very seriously. We think it is far 
better to take it now," said the 
spokesman. “The board saw an 
outstanding candidate in Bob 
Ingram.” 

However, those dose to the 
company suspected a person- 
ality clash, with Mr Lance un- 
willing to take a back seat fo Sir 
Richard. Others suggested that 
Mr Lance had a lack of gravi- 
tas in presenting the public face 
of the company: 

“Glaxo made a mistake. 
Sean Lance didn't cut the 
mustard," said one observer. 

Another added: “He did 
not make a good impression in 
meetings and didn't seem to 
have a full grasp of the com- 
pany." 


Others argue that South 
African-born Mr Lance, who 
joined Glaxo in 1985 to become 
marketing director in every 
region outside the Americas, 
was unwilling to bow to Sir 
Richard's strong personality. 

*T don’t think we’ll ever 
know the truth," said one ana- 
lyst. 

A leading fund manager 
said the news raised questions 
about Sir Richard’s role as 
executive chairman and the 
future of Mr Ingram, also 
known to be a forceful per- 
sonality. 

“We have seen how difficult 
it is for a chief executive to 
make decisions with an exec- 
utive chairman around. I have 
a lot of faith in Sir Richard, he’s 
an excellent manager. But 
there is still a serious issue of 
who is in control of this 
company." 

Glaxo's previous chairman 
Sir Paul Girolami fell out with 
two chief executives, Bernard 
Taylor and Ernest Mario. 

In turbulent markets, 
Glaxo's share price closed 
down 30p to 1180p. 

In addition to his appoint- 
ment as chief executive, Mr 
Ingram, 54, who is well known 
to US institutions, but relatively 
unknown in the UK, takes 
over Sir Richard's role as 
chairman of Glaxo Wellcome 
Inc, its US operations and 
Nippon Glaxo in Japan. 


Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, yesterday 
launched the City's long- 
awaited super-regulator 
and christened it the 
Financial Services 
Authority. As Andrew 
Verity reports, the new 
regulator already wants 
to take over the 
authorisation of all 
financial advisers arid 
crack down on share 
price manipulation. 

Mr Brown said the name 
“Financial Services Authority" 
was “dear, straightforward and 
easy to understand, exactly the 
way we want to see the new reg- 
ulator viewed". 

He added: “The Financial 
Services .Authority will bring 
more effective and more effi- 
cient supervision, giving both 
firms and customers more 
confidence in the system.” 

Tbe new regulator, first an- 
nounced in May, will take over 
responsibility for supervising 
banks from the Bank of Eng- 
land. It will also end the system 
of self-regulation for financial 
services, currently governed by 
more than eight bodies. 

A Bank of England Bill was 
published yesterday to coincide 
with tbe new regulator's launch. 
Tbe bill’s main purpose is to 
give the bank independent con- 


trol of day-to-day setting of in- 
terest rales. But it will also hand 
over responsibility for banking 
supervision to the new regulator. 

A Financial Reform BUI, de- 
signed to put tbe new regulator 
on a statutory footing, will be 
published early next year. The 
Government hopes tbe bill will 
have Royal Assent by early 


1998, paving the way for a new 
financial services regime by 
the end of 1999. 

Howard Davies, the regu- 
lator's chairman, said the new 
regime would allow better 
protection of consumers and 
would be more efficient than 
tbe current, disparate regime. 

In the first proposal, the 


Financial Services Authority 
(FSA) would be able to prose- 
cute people suspected of mani- 
pulating share prices under 
civil law. Hitherto, it has proved 
impossible to crack down on 
share ramping, which falls short 
of Lhc legal definition of insider 
dealing. The second proposal 
will give the FSA the sole 


power to authorise individuals 
to conduct investment business. 

Despite the emphasis on a 
“single, statutory regulator”, 
Mr Davies said there were do 
proposals for the FSA lo reg- 
ulate occupational pension 
schemes. He also said ministers 
had yet to deride whether the 
FSA would regulate mortgages. 


L&G chairman to take over 
at United Utilities in March 


United Utilities 
yesterday ended months 
of speculation by 
. announcing that Sir 
Christopher Harding, 
chairman of Legal & 
General, was to take 
over from Sir Desmond 
Pitcher as chairman of 
the multi-utility group- 
But as Chris Godsmark, 
Business Correspondent, 
reports, big shareholders 
were surprised and 
angered that Sir 
Desmond would stay in 
the post until March. 


Sir Desmond bowed to the in- 
evitable yesterday and agreed 
to end his controversial reign as 
executive chairman of United 
,J 1 Utilities. But he stunned some 
investors by managing to hold 
on to power until 31 March 
1998, having resisted, pressure 
from most institutions who had 
urged him to leave by the end 
of this year at the latest 


One big shareholder said: 
“He could have gone earlier 
than this and should have done 
so. He is just bloody-minded 
and had to cling on to power as 
long as posable." 

Investors were also sur- 
prised when it emerged that Sir 
Desmond was expected to de- 
part from United’s >Afarrington 
headquarters with a pay-off of 
more than £600,000. He is on 
a two-year rolling contract, 
with a basic salary in the year 
to last March of £310,000. 

Tbe pay-off comes as 
United is “vigorously" con- 
testing a High Court claim for 
damages of up to £2m from 
Brian Staples, its former chief 
executive who resigned after a 
high-profile boardroom rift 
with Sir Desmond in the sum- 
mer. Mr Staples, who is also 
talcing United to an industrial 
tribunal, is seeking extra com- 
pensation for bonus and share 
option packages. 

As expected. United down- 
graded Sir Christopher’s job to 
a non-executive chairmanship 
after criticism that company, 
under Sir Desmond and Mr 


Staples, had been controlled by 
two warring chief executives. Sir 
Christopher, a former chairman 
of British Nuclear Fuels and 
BET, the business services 
group taken over last year by 
Rentokfl, will join United as 
deputy rhflfrrrmn and chahman - 
designate from 1 November. Sir 
Christopher also resigned last 
night as a non-executive direc- 
tor of the Energy Group, own- 
er of Eastern Electricity. 

Both Sir Desmond and Sir 
Christopher could not be con- 
tacted yesterday. However, 
company sources claimed Sir 
Christopher was the first choice 
for the post and bad been 
unanimously backed by the 
board. But one big shareholder 
said there were three candi- 
dates and the outcome had not 
been a foregone conclusion. 

However, Sir Christopher 
was welcomed by investors as a 
“big hitter". Another institution 
said his first task should be to 
improve contact with share- 
holders. “We need a new era of 
openness." The news boosted 
United’s share price, which 
dosed up 2p at 730p. 


Ofwat insists shareholders should 
pick up cost of leakage targets 


The privatised water companies 
were last night facing further 
confrontation with the industry 
regulator over tough new com- 
pulsory targets to reduce leaks 
next year by almost 18 per cent 

Ian Byatt the water regula- 
tor. warned that the companies 
could not expect to recoup the 
cost of leakage reduction pro- 
grammes when a new five-year 
price control starts in 2000. Mr 
Byatt has previously said cus- 
tomers should see a big one-off 
cut in bills to compensate for 
the hefty dividend increases 
from the companies. 

“There should be no ques- 
tion of them rasing bills ... the 
cost should be picked up by 
shareholders, ^ Mr Byatt said. 
The new targets, the first 
mandatory ones in the industry, 
would see average reductions 
of 17.5 per cent for the 10 pri- 
vatised water and sewerage 
companies from April 1998. If 
they fail to meet the targets they 
could ultimately lose their op- 
erating licences. 

Thames Water, which has 
the biggest leakage rates, said 
it would bring forward its 
£2G0m investment programme 
from three and a half years to 


two years, to meet the 19 per 
cent reduction target over this 
year's leakage figures. Company 
sources indicated it may ask for 
the investment to be reflected 
in bills in the new price regime. 

Hyder, the multi-utility 
group which owns Welsh Wa- 
ter, said Mr Byatt' s comments 
were “nonsense". Nigel AnnetL, 
head of strategy, said extra en- 
vironmental gains from Iftalmg**- 
cuts which were not paid for out 
of savings in water resources 
should feed through to bills. 

Tbe group also attacked the 
comparison tables of leakage 
rates by Ofwat, tbe water watch- 
dog, which looked at leakage per 
household Mr Byatt said he was 
“very concerned" about Welsh 
Water's leakage rate, which was 
second only to Thames’. 

Mr Annett said he was “very 
unhappy" with the compar- 
isons, which did not take into 
account the longer length of 
Welsh Wiler’s pipes in rural ar- 
eas. “This a daft way of mea- 
suring leakage," he added. 
But Mr Byatt insisted the new 
targets, which follow the Gov- 
ernment’s water summit after 
the election, were realistic. 

- Chris Godsmark 
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Bellway builds on 
housing recovery 


Bcllway, the Newcastle-based house- 
builder’ exceeded all market expectations 
with a 56 per cent leap in profits to 
£50.3nt in the year to July. But against 
the black background of the stock mar- 
ket slump, investors were rewarded by 
a 5.5p tali to Bellway’s share price to 
367op. 

The second-half improvement in- 
cluded an exceptional profit of£1.4m on 
the sale of Wainhomes. Without it, pre- 
tax profits rose 5Z per cent, exceeding 
the 45 per cent improvement at the half- 
way stage. 

Turnover rose by more than 30 per 
cent to £?98m but margins increased from 
11.5 per cent to 12.8 per cent and unit 
sales rose by IS per cent to 5.002 homes 
at an average price of £77.200, itself an 
increase of 9 per cent. 

The decision three years ago to shift 
the balance of the business towards 
London and the South-east has paid off 
handsomely. 

The acting chairman, Howard Dawe, 
who took over after the death of the chair- 
man. Kenneth Belt, says there are signs 
that the recovery in the housing market 
in the South-east is levelling out but the 
improvement is now spreading to other 
parts of the country and the group’s na- 
tional coverage leaves it well placed to 
benefit. 

Over the last year Bell ways land-bank 
increased from 13,000 to 14,000 plots with 
planning permission and the group has 
since signed a joint-venture agreement 
with Sheffield City Council for the re- 
development of an area with around 1.000 
more homes. 

Beliway had £9 ,5m in the bank at the 
end of July, helped by the £15m placing 
last November. Apart from the ritual 
complaint about delays in getting 
planning permission, the outlook for the 
sector still seems bright, with homes and 
mortgages still affordable. 

An a lysis yesterday pushed their fore- 
casts for the current year up from £50m 
to £55m and earnings of 35p a share, with 
£64m profits pencilled in for 1999. They 
now stand only 20 per cent above the Jan- 
uary low point and 10-5 times prospective 
earnings for the current year. Buy as soon 
as the dust settles. 


Bellway: At a glance 

Market value: £3B4.4m. share price 367# (-5.5p) 


Five-year record 

1995 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Turnover (£m) 

147 

201 

267 

306 

398 

Pre-tax profits (Sm) 

ML7 : 

26.0 

34JJ 

322 

50.3 

Earnings per share (p) 

10.7 

17.3 

21.4 

20.0 

31 A 

Dividends per share (p) 

■6 

7 

7.70 

8J 

•0.2 

Divisional sales 



Share price 


_ 


250 


pence 
450 — 




MY warns of fall 
in demand 


Making plastic strawberry punnets and 
corrugated board wrapping for computers 
sounds like a tough business on which to 
turn a decent margin. But MY Holdings, 
the specialist packaging group, has con- 
sistently produced impressive results by 
cornering niche sectors. Until yesterday, 
that is, when the group warned that re- 
duced customer demand and extra invest- 
ment costs would constrain profit growth 
this year. In plunging markets, MY*s share 
price spiralled down 5p to S2.5p. 

The problem is industrial packaging, 
which represents around a third of MYs 
total sales. Though only a small part of 
MV’s industrial division is real low-end 
commodity packaging, the sort of corru- 
gated wrapping that goes around TVs, MY 
has been affected by aggressive price cut- 
ting as rivals like Rexam and Smurfit have 


battled to retain customers who are being 
squeezed by the strong pound. Rather 
than cut prices to the bone, MY has let 
customers go, leaving sales in the division 
down from £3 2m to £28m in the year to 
August with profits at £1.9m (£2.7m). 

MYs food and consumer arm. a higher- 
margin business, also suffered from pricing 
pressure plus the wet summer, but sales at 
least grew, up to £37m from £34m. 

Healthcare packaging is the big hope. 
Profits in the year rose from £A3m to £6m 
on sales at £2Z4m (£21m). MY has re- 
located and upgraded two factories, 
pushing up costs. MY still looks strong 
on fundamentals. The company has good 
cash flow, some £7m of cash and its largest 
shareholder, the South African group 
Malhak, is gradually reducing its share- 
holding, improving liquidity. However, 
given unkind markets, investors should 
hold off. House broker Albeit E Sharp 
has downgraded full-year profit forecasts 
from £I55m to £!4.4m. This puts MY on 
a rating of 11 times. Fair for now. 
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Liberty family criticises 
board for backing Cassidy 


The board of Liberty, the up- 
market Regent Street retailer, 
yesterday rejected calls from the 
Stewart-Liberty family to oust 
the chairman, Denis Cassidy. The 
Issue will now be settled at an 
emergency meeting where the 
family’s large shareholding, 
combined with that of rebel 
investor. Bryan Myerson, is likely 
to ensure Mr Cassidy's defeat. 
Nigel Cope, City Correspondent 
reports. 


The Liberty board said it “unanimously 
rejected" the proposal to remove Mr Cas- 
sidy from his position. The board also re- 
jected proposals to appoint Odfle Griffith, 
the Stewart-Liberty family’s financial ad- 
viser, and Mr Myerson as directors. The 
board said the proposals were not in the 
best interests of the company, adding that 
it would write to shareholders in due course 
setting out its position in more detail. 


The rejection of the proposals fol- 
lowed a board meeting late on Monday 
evening which considered the proposals of 
the family. With the family and Mr Myer- 
son holding 44 per cent of Liberty shares 

between them, Mr Cassidy's defeat appears 
a foregone conclusion. In addition to 
these holdings, the extended Liberty family 
accounts for a further 17 per cent of the 
stock, though their stance on an increas- 
ingly messy affair is not yet known. 

Representatives of the Stewart-Liberty 
family yesterday criticised the board for 
wasting shareholders money in fighting 
what it described as a lost cause- They said 
the cost of advisers’ fees, the preparation 
of circulars and the staging of the EGM 
would cost around £500,000. “It seems a 
fantastic waste of shareholders' money,” 
a spokesman said. 

The spat between Mr Cassidy and the 
Stewart-Iiberty family moved to an in- 
dustrial tribunal bearing yesterday. Richard 
Stewart-Liberty, a descendant of the stores’ 
originalfcrandeTs, is suing the company for 
wrongful dismis sal. He was in charge of 
branded products at the company but left 
shortly after Mr Cassidy was appointed 
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Community Hospitals in 
talks on acquisition 

Community Hospitals has agreed to acquire a 20.9 per cent 
stake in EBH from Bupa for £5.6m. Community Hospitals 
said it is in discussions with the board of EBH which may or 
may not lead to an offer for the entire company. IBH’s prin- 
cipal activity is the ownership and operation of acute med- 
ical and surgical hospital facilities. In the year to September 
1996, EBH reported turnover of £37 An and profit on ordinary 
activities before tax of £lm. 

Airtours opens in Poland 

Airtoms, one of the UK's largest tour operators, said its Scan- 
dinavian division. SLG, will start tour operations in Poland 
next year. It said the Polish operation wiQ be marketed under 
the direct sell brand Ving, with holidays for next summer on 
sale from January 1998. Ving Poland will operate from War- 
saw and launch its charter programme from there to SLG’s 
existing holiday destinations which include Majorca, the 
Canaty Islands, Greece and Turkey. “There is huge poten- 
tial for outbound charter tours from eastern European coun- 
tries," said SLG’s chairman. Christer SandahL 

Sterling hinders engineers 

The latest survey by the Engineering Employers’ Federation 
showed mounting problems caused by the strength of ster- 
ling. Domestic orders rose slightly but growth has stabilised 
and export orders fell for the third successive quarter. Cap- 
ital investment plans are marginally down. 

Branson float goes ahead 

Plans for listing Virgin Express, Richard Branson’s low fares 
airline, in Brussels and New York will go ahead in spite of 
the turmoil on world markets a spokesman said yesterday. 
Viigin is offering 2.14 million new shares, plus a reserve of 
321,000 in the events of over-subscription. The shares wi]J 
be priced in the second week of November and the issue will 
raise between $90m and S105m (£54m to £63m). After the 
float Virgin travel will hold 53.4 per cent of the company, 
the employees 2 per cent and the public 44.6 per cent. 

Gearbox deals signed 

Antonov, the automatic gearbox maker, said it signed 
agreements with four car manufacnureis, Daewoo, Hyundai, 
Kia and Mahindra. The combined production in 1996 of these 
four manufacturers was over Z5 million vehicles. Prototypes 
are expected to be available to the four manufacturers for 
evaluation in the first half of 1998. 

HIT looking to expand 

HIT Entertainment, the cartoon distributor which came to 
the main market in August, is on the look out for acquisi- 
tions in the licensing and merchandising sector. The com- 
pany, which owns the rights to cartoons such as Percy the 
Parte Keeper and Brambly Hedge, is hoping to expand into 
licensing and merchandising within six months. HIT made 
profit before lax of £570,000 between January and July this 
year, compared to £79,000 between January and June last 
year. 

Friendly buys 13 hotels 

Friendly Hotels has agreed terms with US group Choice Hotel 
International to acquire a portfolio of 13 French, German 
and UK hotels for £16.1m. An initial £13.6m still be paid by 
issuing new unlisted convertible preferred shares in Friendly. 
Following the acquisition. Friendly will own, manage and fran- 
chise more than 240 hotels in Europe in 10 countries. 

High hopes at refitter 

Campbell & Armstrong the specialist in refitting and re- 
furbishing commercial premises, has high hopes for busi- 
ness in 1988, on the back of its contract to install in-store 
financial centres for Tesco supermarkets. But turnover in 
the six mouths to the end of July was down 4 per cent to 
£12.44m and losses were only halved to £880,000 in spite 
of a cost reduction programme saving an estimated £lxu a 
year and an improved performance from the lighting and 
display division. 


Zeneca sales weakened 
by strength of sterling 


Zeneca, the drugs to agro- 
chemicals giant, has become the 
latest company to be hit by the 
continued strength of sterling. 
Sales for the nine months to 
September foil 5 per cent to 
£3.95bn as the strengthening 
pound masked gains in volumes 
sold, particularly in pharma- 
ceuticals. However, in constant 
currency and excluding dis- 
posals, Zeneca said that rev- 
enue bad risen 10 per cent 
In a Wand trading statement, 
Zeneca, said that sales in the 
group’s core pharmaceutical 
group rose 14 per cent to 
£1.8bn excluding currency 
effects, with sales of products 
launched in the last two years 
growing strongly and account- 
ing for 19 per cent of sales. The 
company said that annual sales 
growth would be “at least in line 
with current performance**. 


Sales at Salick, Zeneca’s 
cancer clinic chain in the US, 
rose by 19 per cent to £&2m, 
however, there was no break- 
down of profits at the division , 
which has seen falling returns. 

Agrochemical revenues rose 
an underlying 7 per cent to 
£1.4bn, with strong growth in 
Latin America offset by de- 
clines in Asia due to the volatile 
economic conditions and poor 
weather. The company said 
this could leave growth for the 
year slightly lower than current 
performance. 

Zeneca’s other speciality- 
chemicals division showed rea-r 
sonable growth, with underlying 
sales 6 percent ahead to £802m 
driven by strong growth in spe- 
cialist colours and life science 
molecules. Shares in the com- 
pany ended 26p down at £I8.S8. 
j - Sameena Ahmad 
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Order-driven system adds to confusion on roller-coaster day 


MARKET report 



DEREK PAIN 
STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


One of ihe wildest days an 
increasingly volatile Mock 
market has experienced saw 
Footsie plunge the depths 
with a 457.9 points fall, yel 
close just 853 off at 4.755.4. 

New York pulled the 
strings. Its overnight fall pro- 
duced chaotic conditions in the 
first hour. Then a firm display 
during London's afternoon 
had the market scurrying to re- 
capture lost ground. 

The blue-chip index now 
rests at its lowest for nearly 
four months. At one lime, 
with Footsie suffering its 
worst -ever points fall and 
biggest percentage decline 
since the crash, there were 
fears shares were in free fall 
and this year's stunning gains 
would be wiped ouL 

Footsie's frenzied perfor- 
mance created new doubts 
about the changes in the way 
the index is calculated fol- 


lowing the introduction of 
order-driven trading. 

Some traders maintained 
(he fall would have been even 
greater under the quote-driven 
system; even so a lOOp spread 
in Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries and often 50p-plus in 
other blue chips created 
consternation. So, with Footsie 
calculated on the last order- 
driven trade, just how accurate 
was the red haze which 
clouded screens soon after 
the market opened? 

In a perverse way Rolls- 
Royce, a Footsie constituent, 
illustrated the accident-prone 
nature of the new system. At 
one time the shares were up 
36.5 p as deals, one on the or- 
der hook, were executed at 
255p, hopelessly oul of line 
with the 210p or so then ruling. 
The price ended at 214.75p. 
down 3.75p. 

However, supporting 


shares, still quote traded, were 
savagely mauled by market- 
makers. They were marked 
down dramatically, even if 
there was not a seller in sight, 
as the traditional defensive 
manoeuvres were undertaken. 

The FTSE 250 MidCaps 
index ended 2393 off at 4,528.4 
and the FTSE SraallCaps index 
lost 105.4 to 23575. 

Even when it appeared 
shares could be in free fall 
there was little, if any, panic 
selling. One private client 
stockbroker said he had en- 
countered only a few sell 
orders. "Mostly, my clients 
seemed more interested in 
identifying the hargains which 
have been thrown up; unfor- 
tunately few chanced their 
arm before the market rallied". 

But many small share- 
holders did dive in with 92,695 
bargins recorded. 

It was certainly u traders' 


market. With shares on a 
dizzy, unpredictable roller- 
coaster the professionals were 
able to duck and dive and 
eould have enjoyed a prof- 
itable session. 

Financials were prominent 
as blue chips cut their losses 
on the back of the unexpect- 
edly firm New York opening. 

Lloyds TSB ended 23 -5p 
higher at 735p as stories resur- 
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faced it planned an overseas 
sale. There have been sugges- 
tions it wants to sell its South 
American operations and ir 
was said talks had opened 
with a possible US buyer. 

National Westminster 
Bank was another caught in the 
rumour mill. Tales abounded 
its securities ann would be sold 
next week with Deutsche Mor- 
gan Grenfell and an American 
group said to be the front-run- 
ners. The feeling is NatWest 
will retain a minority stake. The 
shares ended 20p lower at 
920p on worries the bank may 
have suffered derivative loss- 
es in the mayhem. Barclays, 
down 36p at l*500p, was an- 
other casualty. 

Hafifiuc has been one of the 
hardest hit The building so- 
ciety -cum-bank has slumped 
from a 778p high as former 
members have become in- 
creasingly worried, produc- 


ing a snowball effect At one 
time off 57p they dosed up I8p 
at 685p, stiD 47-5p below the 
auction price. VHxnhwch, at one 
time 12p higher at 309p, ended 
off 4p at 293p. 

The metals slump con- 
tinued to erode Rio Tin to, off 
60p at 740p. And, despite the 
late rally, the market ended 
with some sharp falls with 
Schroders off 155p to l,625p; 
British Aerospace 125p at 
l,495p and ICI 575p to 865p. 
If New York remains strong 
such declines should be one- 
day wonders. 

Newcomer Weather Ac- 
tion, the creation of high- 
profile forecaster Piers 
Coibyn, foiled to predict the 
market climate; it could not 
haw picked a worse day for its 
d£buL Even so it shrugged off 
the storms - thankfully there 
were no hurricanes - to close 
at 88.5p against a 75p issue. 


TAKING STO CK 

Azlan, the troubled computer 
group suspended at 555p in 
Jane, dosed at 695p. The nil- 
paid rescue rights, bring sold 
at 37p, ended at 31p. 

The trading bait was called 
when the group warned of 
accounting problems. Senti- 
ment was hit earlier when a 
£48im rights issue flopped 
with only 1 per cent of the 
shares on offer taken up. 

Free pages, the upstart 
directory rival to Yfellow 
Pages, has attracted the 
attention of VNU, the Dutch 
publishing giant. It has 
acquired 22 million shares 
providing a 4.47 per emit 
stake. The shares closed lip 
lower at 36p. 

Zetters, the bingo and pools 
group, was untouched by the 
share slide, firming to 123 p. 
There is talk the signalled 
corporate action - a bid or 
assets injection - is near. 
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Piers 0171 814 5001 
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must sell as soon as poss. XJGh ono. 
pdone: 0171 814 5202 
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rod. manual, red carpets. BBS wneeJs. 
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new, must sell nnmedlaieiy. hoarl- 
oroken, any offers considered. Tot: Mai 
0171 814 S006 
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£60h Tfel: 0171 814 5077 

KKHARI TESTUHUSA, 1990. ZS.OOO 
miios. FSH. financial Mluatlon means I 
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song, any offers oyer £50.000 
consider ed-Tei: Barneby 0171 814 5060 
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gold. 104300 mis. beige leather unertor, 
luxury spec, amazing sound system, as 
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offers over £80,000 consrdeted. Tel: 
0171 814 5014 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 
20 OCTOBER 1**7 


Aussies have their own Royal party 


Arabian Story and Harbour 
Dues, England’s challengers 
in the Melbourne Cup next 
Tuesday, completed their 
|4-day quarantine in Aus- 
tralia yesterday. They 
emerged to great infection, 
reports Richard Edmondson 


It does not take much to make 
the indigenous brethren of 
Australia organise a party; they 
«would throw a prawn on the 
barbie to celebrate the opening 
of an envelope. But Cup week 
is something else, and the Vic- 
torians have gone particularly 
koalas over the 137th running 
of the Melbourne Cup as aris- 
tocrats (and better) are in- 
volved from the mother 
country. 

Arabian Story and Harbour 
Dues are trained by Lord Hunt- 
ingdon and Lady Herries re- 
spectively and the former is 
owned by a woman most of us 
know as The Queen. As the 

RESULTS 


CHELTENHAM 

1.4ft 1. IRSAL (A P McCoy] i.2fcw. 
Southern Chief 16-1. 3. Prairie Minstrel 
7-1 7 ran. 3'A, 7. (U Pipe). Tbte: CtfiO; £120 
£530. Dual Forecast CT130 Computer 
Strai^rt Forecast £10.77. 

2.1& 1. NISHAMIRA (R Thomtonl 11-3 
Otps. 2. Shram 0-2; 3. Noble Colours 9-a 
VranAIW (Dftatason) Tbte: £700. £M2a 
C2.7CL DF: £560. CSF: £969 

2S0; 1. STANMORE (GBratfcy) 2-1 iav; 
SL Fefloo 14-1; & Fed On Oats 9-2. S ran. 
ste-het 12 fCBTOcta) Tbta: £270: EISQ, &V. 
DF: £2520. CSF: £2288. 

*2 St 1. CIRCUS STAR (A Maguire) 1-5 
tav: 2. 1 Recall 33-1 ; a Cahraro w-i 9 ran. 

v/ s nk. (D Nchctaon). tote: C120; CHI E40Q 
E2SQ Dual Forecast fifflQ CSF: EESa Trio: 

E157C 

4.0ft 1. JAMES PIGG (Mr G Stall 5-1; 
2- Paper Star 15-1: 3. Dromhara 7-4 few. 
fl ran. fi. 7. (M Pipet Tbte: £530; E2.XL C28Q 
DF: E20aa CSF: E5&4S 

4J0: 1. ARCTIC TRIUMPH (p Brailey) 
7-4 tar. a Chris's Lad T1-4; a EMln Gov- 
amor 70-t 8 ran. a 2 (M&adstocfct Tot*: 

£280: Cl3a £130. EtAQ DF: ram CSF. 
rantt 

Placepot £12620. Quadpot £8330. 
Place 6: £4137. Place 5: £2356 

LEICESTER 

1.00: 1. BAFFIN BAY (K Fatal) 5-1:2. 
Banker Dwony 33-i; 3. Mutehen 11-10 tat. 
13 ran. ‘h. 2. (H CedL Newmarket). Tots: 
EdV; £170 EEll £ltL DF: £7960 CSF: 
£14957. Tm: E2370 Rud Knight 03-1) was 
atWidrawn not under oitiere; Rta 4 does 
apply. 

1.3ft i. HIMSELF (K Fatal) 7-2; 2. 
Speaker's Chair B-4 Jt tar; 3. Brave No- 
Me 33-1 14 ran. 9-4 Ji tar Shan 3 1 'h. (H 
Csci Newmarket). 7MK £300; C200. CISC, 
£990 Dui Forecast EtlTQ CSF: £1251 Tria: 
EH220. 

2 BOr. 1. SLOWING AWAY 03 Biggs) 11- 
1 , 2. Saratoga Red 5-2 tar. 3. Hochea 25- 
1 19 ran. 7«. 3 (M lampkkia. Newmarket) 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Great Dane 
(Yarmouth 3.05) 

NB: Be Warned 
(Yarmouth 4.10) 


TWw £1090: E31Q £160 ES1Q DF; £42.70 
CSF: £3661 Trio: £34610 (part won pool 
of E29254 carried forward to Ytomouih 4X> 

r ay) Non Humer. Hopperetta. 

230: 1. BANDBOX (M Wxyiam) 6-1 ; 2. 
Double Brandy 6-1 ; 3. BadwrHad 7-2 tat 
21 ran. 'h. X'h- |S Meta, Swindon) TM* 
£760; £220 £230 £260 DP £1560 CSF; 
£44,14. Trio; HOBQ 

3J» 1. CALENDULA (G CartEr) 6-1; 2. 
Rock The Barney 12-1 : 3. In The Genes 
25-i; 4. Suge Hawk 12-1 19 ran. tt0-30 
tar North Fleet nk. z (D Money. Newmar- 
ket) Trite: £830; £22) £330 £430 £320 
DF: £5240 CSF: EEB22. Tttatet £159074. 
Trio: £37260 

355: 1. NICHOL FIFTY (D Bggs) 4-1 ; 
2. Tonden 71-10 tar: 3. TWTbl 8-1 5 ran. 
17». V*. (M ThmpWna Nawmaricat) TOtr. 
£600; £130 £W Dual Forecast £420 CSF: 
rayi 

4.10: 1. LIONIZE (R Wfe) 33-1; 2. 
Howalda 5-1; 6 MMnlgW Watch 5-t 14 
ran. 34 far Literary (Blfi) 1 ’/., ’A. (fc*s J Ce- 
di Newmarket) Tbte: £3330; £610 £330 
£310 DF: £33920 CSF; £20549 THcast 
£96633. Trim £46990 (part won pool of 
ta3237 to Yarmouth 410 today) 
IRckpot £631440 (part won. pool of 
£7130003 earned forward 
Placepot £4920 Quadpot £1740. 

Place 6: £»66. Place 5; £5103 

REDGAR 

1.05: 1 . MAHY JANE (P Fessey) 7-1 ; 2. 
Q uBS Happy 20-1: 3. Qua Master 6-f. 16 

ran. 9-2 tar Cool Prospect '/». 1'/>.(J Berry. 

Codrortwn) W« £800: C240nsn EM) 

DF: ESSaO CSF: CG842 Tno: £15350 Mte: 
Barrafila. Mart Type 

1J»1. BLUNDELL LANE (AMcQcne) 
7-1; 2. Rich Choice 7-1; 3. Premhim 
Princess 8-1; 4 One Tb Go 20-1 iSran. 
73-2 Jl lavs Arbanig pth) & Af»r BflW. 2. 

hd (A JBrv» Dkkffl) 

£170 £470 DF: £4090 CSF: £5054 Trio- 
ast £38075. Trio: £9990 

2.1ft 1. PICKENS (KknTWdfif) 9-1^2- 

TirotenRlsk3-l;a.Mad«Blara ^tat 

15 ran. I’A. 2. (Dor Errteo Jr^sa, tAbrie- 
ham) Tbte: £1260: £420 CW CXBO. DF: 
£4040 CSF; £3074 Trio. £2620 

24ft 1. SUAUACH pOrttWhEj 20-1; 2. 
Jedl Knight i4-l;3.AJpfnoWdsawayl4- 
1: 4. Thatched 16-1 25 ran. 5-2**®®"- 
efitte pth) hcl V- (R Hotashead 
Mwxtan) Tbte: £4220: £690 £44Q £590 
fteoDF: £27360 CSF: £26735 Tncast 
SSSssa Trio: E129WQ Scaratren («-$»» 
withdrawn not indar orders; ft* 4 does 

rK *;Uft1. DERNIER CROiSE (MT&fautt) 
2-7,2- Louts PhKppe Mtar; 3. PaaaTRje 
Rest -&& 4 ran. 'A. S <BJ Meehan Um- 
boum) Tote: £290 Dual Forecast £250 
CSF' £493. 

145: 1. TALLULAH BELIE (J Waarat) 
Wtar.lCtaadcflndfrnaW^ta- 

sterB-lflram’A.a(NLrtimod^WWvw- 
iwitaon) "Bite: £240: £1« £220 £240 DF. 

£750 CSF: £057. 

415c 1. SAINT BIPRESS (A Cutane) 
14-1; 2. Johayw 20-1; 3. TBar C-2. if "«■ 
94 tar Royal Result pltTA. 'A 
stay; Sakbum) This: £2240; ffiOO ESOft 
£490. DF: £15830 CSF: £26693. Tricast 
£299149 THk £5290 
Pteoapot E24S30 Ouadpot £4660 
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si reel parlies and picnics arc 
arranged around the showers of 
an Australian spring lor the next 
week or so. the names of the no- 
ble visitors W iu he 
^»d they mil wan l lo see them 
off. They may be high-class 
Poms, bui they are still Poms 

Updates on the Cup Carni- 
val have consequently moved to 
the from of Antipodean news- 
pypers. much of the enthusiasm 
the promotion of Les Uenton. 
the general manager of ihe Vic- 
toria Racing Club. When it 
comes lo hanging a gong. Sir 
Les is in the Rank movie class. 

Trumpeting the “race that 
stops the nation" is virtually a 
12-monih assignment, a seg- 
ment of which Les spends in 
Europe. Like Burke and Wills 
in reverse (although Les at 
least manages to survive his 
journeys). Benton travels be- 
tween Australia ami western 
Europe in an effort to seek out 
the natives and educate them 
about the pleasures of his 


humcland. If you listen to his 
letter from Melbourne you can 
imagine there are still plenty’ of 
nuggets lying around the place 
from the mid- l^lh century gold 
rush. 

Benton thinks The Queen 
having a runner in the sacred 
race by the hanks of the 
Marihyrnong river is of some in- 
leresi. “This is probably one of 
the biggest racing stories in Aus- 
tralian history." he said yester- 
day. 

“The Melbourne Cup has 
become internationally recog- 
nised and you cannot get more 
prestigious than The Queen 
having a runner. There have 
heen stories, photographs and 
an incredible build-up, and the 
rest of this week is going to he 
enormous. 

“Both Arabian Story and 
Harbour Dues have done ex- 
ceptionally well since arriving 
in Australia. They look fantas- 
tic and they've really done well. 
I don’t believe the field is as 


strong this year as it has been 
in previous years and if die trip 
hasn't taken too much out of 
the English horses - and it 
doesn't appear to have - 1 give 
them a very good chance.” 

Many have had chances be- 
fore, but the only animal to con- 
vert his from the northern 
hemisphere was Vintage Crop 
in 1993. Others have tried every 
year since (mainly through 
Benton's trawling of possible 
runners), but nothing has been 
close to success. 

“People said lo me in 1993 
that this would never work 
with the Europeans, but the 
mountain has heen climbed 
once and I’m hoping it will be 
done so again," he said. 
“There's no reason at all for 
thinking Vintage Crop is going 
lo be unique, that he's going to 
be (he only overseas raider to 
win ihe race. 

“Sir Edmund Hillary 
climbed Everest in 1953 and it's 
been climbed 256 times since. 


r - UU«I HUItti lilt IlfclU IS Mtl.II LllillllLTJ JJO IIUIO MIK.C. ri 

Punters must pay the price for sale of Heritage 

Heritage, a heavilv backed Newmarket and felt-hed al Ritual A«rul in time u;ill he ha' 


There have been 1.056 at- 
tempLs and 1 1 2 fatalities, but 1 
don't suppose I should talk 
about them." 

The cruel and dismissive 
rubbish (he Melbourne Cup as 
a long-distance handicap for 
slow horses, but then much the 
same description could be ap- 
plied about the most popular 
race in the British Isles. The big 
one at Remington, just like tbc 
Grand National, shows just 
what you can achieve with thor- 
ough exposure as much as the 
actual event iLscIf. 

All the VRC need now is the 
big names to turn up on the day. 
Frankie Dettori. Arabian Sto- 
ry's partner, has already been 
mapped up for six rides on Cup 
afternoon, but there have been 
no hookings for a private Roy- 
al party in the restaurant. 

“Nobody's been in touch, 
mate." Benton said. 1/ the sit- 
uation remains thus hell prob- 
ably be on to Buckingham 
Palace himself. 


Heritage, a heavily backed 
favourite for the November 
Handicap, was sold yesterday 
and will miss the race. 

The eolt. trained by John 
Gosden lo win two races this 
season, came under the ham- 
mer at the TaUersalls Sales in 


Newmarket and fetched 
IKI.CKKJ guineas. 

He was bon gin for an undis- 
closed Irish owner and will be 
joining an Irish trainer for a 
jumping campaign. The new 
connections hope the winner of 
the King George V Handicap 


al Royal Ascot in June will be 
capable of tackling prestige 
events such as the Triumph 
Hurdle at Cheltenham. 

Irish bloodstock agent Bob- 
by O'Ryan, who handled the 
deal, said: "We’re delighted to 
gel the horse, but he was 


bought to go jumping and won’t 
be running in the November 
Handicap.” 

Heritage was the 7-1 
favourite with the Tote for the 
last major race of the Flat 
campaign at Doncaster a week 
Saturday. 



Frankie Dettori in the saddle on Arabian Story 


CHELTENHAM 


HYPERION 

1.10 Samuer Wl/derspin 3.25 Lady Rebecca 

1 .40 Chiefs Song 4.00 Potter’s Bay 

2.15 Daraydan 4.30 Ahraydoubleyou 

230 Edgemoor Prince 


GOING: Good (Good to Firm m places) 

• Lfltr-hard. gaf oping couse with stiff fences UpM run-in of 240yd. 

• Course is im north ot (own off A435 Bus bnk from Cheltenham rail station (served by 
Bristol. Bcmingham and London Paddngton) 2m AOMSSION: Club & Tararsats com- 
bnud £12 (luntors. 16-34 years. £8); Courage Enclosure £5. CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS (5YEAR RECORD): M Pfce — 2B wmere from 223 runere 9*s 
a success rano of 129%. D Nicholson 2*-iS8 ft52fe) N TMston-Oavios 22-200 (11%) 
J Gfflbrd W-V1 (159%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS; fl Dunwoody — 31 wawere. T73 ndes. 179%. N Wlltanson 27- 
171 (349%) A P McCoy 21 -09 (236%) A Maguire 20-138 (145%) 

• FAVOURITES; 183-472 <366%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Non* 


hts final outing - running wel to finish a seven-length 70th of a huge field 
behind Bg Strand under Ha 3b the Coral Cup at the FestwaL Mandys Mantra eta has 
plenty of time to rrake the grade at this g3me and. m recent of 6b. can master man ri- 
val Chiefs Song Ssnon Dow's rimer, a far handcap tatter an he day: made a win- 
nrg start as a chaser when ruvwig on strong to defeat Lake Kanba and Tennessee 
King ai KBmpton Chrefs Song state have no problems with the extra five furlongs and 
is BwNy d have a fitness advan rage ewer Mandys Mantmo but Giftortfs seven-year-oU 
mas Die better hurder and tfw Sb he gets mey prove deceive in the final battle up the 
Wl U fe bert Lodge inseated hs rider early when making rvs chasng debut last season, 
but hod a confidence restorer over ember on his final star and. after a second beta d 
Ashwel Boy ai Stratort on Ns ream, went one better at Hunwgdon. beating Moobakkr 
a coLpie cd lengths. This b tougher, however. Selection; MANDYS MANTNO 


FORM GUIDE 

LOMBARDI C can mate hs experience tefi aganst Lady flnb ecca. who was undefeat- 
ed after three bumpers m «96-97 and makes her junpfeig debut here The eoleetai eas- 
*y landed odds of 7-2 si Exeta three weete ago, a waxy sanwfehed between seconds 
to More Than Ybu Know araf Aver Chatenga. Anteot Scout finished a neck behtod Rtaon 
Prfnoa when they were tomb and fifth to vysstflaM fifcs on lhair debut In a bumper at 
Hwham last month tat hat this rival a long way betind when a ta» thkd of 77 to Estate 
Agent at Caitste and should go wefl on hs hudGng debut Selection: LOkBARDIC 


435] I 


2.15 


Ft iril CHELTENHAM SPONSORSHIP CLUB NOVICE HURDLE 
I B - IV | (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 1 10yds Pengtfty Value £2,918 

1 0PP4-1 tXXTE N0T1E fO) (COutfySkres{ScrBaOHctf(^La4UPpe7il1 JtPMcOoy 

2 SEP?- BLONWG ROCK (156) (Ms PWer Aretews)JlfcsHKngN 5 110. JCutay 

3 3284- OAMBfS CHOKE (210) (pF) (USaneo) Ms UJrae 511 0- DBfiM 

4 *-20 WSTY CLASS (21) (US PBsburyjC Brocks 5 110 Q&adtey 

5 200 RADICAL ROTfM p4)(NB Item] N Mason B 110 JIGuaM 

6 W SAMUS.WtLOQ)SPW (193) (D) pF) (Cany Graflu) 0 tanlscn Sit O^AUaguta 

7 0- -nSGADRy (272) fT WH DanCEJ) C Jobs 5 H 0 GUptoo 

8 5000- RNESPOaTpa) (WtesemSdwrtsL!b)NLanpanj5 D9 -9Wabb(5] 

-SdKferad- 

B6TT1NG: VS SamuN WUerepki, 9-2 Btowtag Rock, 11-* Dafefa Ctwire. B-1 Dokw Note, MMy 
Class. 10-1 Rad cal Rtfonn, 33-1 others. 
fS9ft Kfliasft (IS*) 5 71 6 A P fifcCoy 1-6 ta fU ftps/ 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SAMUEL WtLDERSPfN. who missed tos intended hredSng bow al ttmtkigdon a week 
oga is a most interesting prospect Successful on the frat of three NH Flat tuns last am* 
at WbrwicK be was seventh of 25 behind Florida F^art «i (he Cheftenftsm bumper, wwid- 
ing 14} with a sixth of 20 to Kngs Measure et Ayr on Scottish National day David Mchoi- 
sank runner is out of a half-siBter 10 KribenslB and has the saiw dre as ihe -690 Champton 
Hurdle victor m Henbtt. He is ctoarty one to folow at thfe game Dolce Notte. who showed 
N8e in four starts tatf season betog puled iyi In two of thenv esme home ty a dstanoe 
from Pet Causer et Taunton on her reusn but the form amxxitsio Ittfe w«h General 
Gtow. the hot favourite, departing at the fifth A better forecast bet shocid be Blowing 
Rock, who Unshed runner-up twice from Nb last three races Iasi season, behtod Coionei 
Btezer et Ewter In Apr* end Song Of The Sword a( Hereford the feJowtog month. Herv 
rietta Knights Strong Gate geUng was bought to go chasng but he coiid find a tarte 
race or two before he evortuuiy taddes Ihe bigger obstaefea Dentate Choice has shram 
abtfty and shodd also go wel. SetecHon: SAMLEL WLDERSFIN 

I'i an] LLOYDS BOWMAKER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 
I K ^ U I added 2m Penalty Value £3,760 

1 200-1 CHEFS SONG (11) (CD) (1*5 Ame Dome) SDw7 71 6 JUtawody 

2 2U521 HBtBBrr UJOJE (IS} (C^ fits Baby an 8 NMneoa 

3 444S4 HUOfDMB9n«»e«HsiBla))CHamta9llO-— Mba AtXxfcy (7) 

4 -Q320- MANDYS MANTMO (231) (CO) (JanRedetoJCWonl 7 11 0 PHta 

5 BEDS- R0VESTAR(M5)(0>(GB«!Bll Orphans 110 SMeNeN 

BETTING: M Mandy* UanBno, 7-4 CNafk Song. 4-1 Herbert Lodge, 12-1 RcvMtre, 33-1 Hugb 
DenWo. 

1 096: Cefceto 5 v it A P t*£oy owns |t to (D Mam] 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MAMDY8 UANT1NO, tethou^h he has always looked the type to do vreB over fences, 
was rather cisappointng when swhehed to chatag last arm aftw two wm$ and a sec- 
ond over hudtaa. Third (of for tashere) to Land Afar and Meter Own at Hampton on 
hta fenctog bow in January Josh Gfffortfe charge was beaten a ctupJe of lengths by Raz- 
or tatand when 52 on afrtmbngttai on We orty other cha» and reverted to hattea tor 


TIM EMANUEL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,000 
added 2m 5f Penalty Value £4,697 

1 30321- DARAYDAN (F7fl) (Q (D A Jtfnson) M Rpe SCO . . A P McCoy 

2 U012P- waw»DYf1K3)(I?(WEGat)JG4fcriJBD6. PHkfe 

3 4IP-C SHARP C0UV1AND (It) (D) (A PHoferd) PEccbs4 DO _ _ AMagtae 

4 3DC- PLEASURELANQ (FI IS) (Ms Syfre E U LfcGarva) R Cuto 4 ti 0 DHorM 

~4(MEhrad- 

MMwm aetaflc IOsl Tree fHndfcap*og)irrtsesureb«f » «ti 

BErnWG: (M Dwiytlen, M Pli—Mtairt. 7-2 Sharp Coaownd. 132 W—Wndy. 

1996: Cotaeri 4 n 2 A P McCoy *1 (M P^e) 5 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

Daraydan scored three times last season and ran a binder when third behind btabraq 
and Mighty Moss to the Royal SwARswe Hade at the Festival beaten only a length 
and three-guertera of a length The Kahyasl geUng, who finished thkd to Canon Can. 
beaten 27 lengths, n the Queen Atexancka at Royal Ascot and had a run ki the Baer in 
August wl not lack tor fitness but the two atone concession to PLEASURELAND may 
prare beyond Ns powers. Ptoasuretand won at VAidsar C2m 4f) and a Tbwcestor (3m) 
last season and ran a fine reoe when second to Trartpot In a three-miar at Ascot, toad- 
tog (tree fights out but not lasting home as wet os the wmer - a past Cesarewitch win- 
net Sttap Comrand. «An Mowed a Sedgeflekf success an Ns reappearance last month 
with a EBcraid behtod Flying Ffddar at Kamptoa shota not be Mr away fxit Wm Wfeidy 
is better known as a chaser. Wee Windy, after several placed efforts in chasea, finely 
won over todayh trip here to April but was rated oft and piled up two out agwost .ki- 
tare at Ascot two weeks later on hie final appearance Sa te ctfom PLEASURB>fiO 


STUDD CHALLENGE CUP (HANDICAP CHASE) (CLASS 
C) £6,500 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £4,372 

1 32tn- BUCK JAKES (USA) (186) (Arada State) TFwaer 9 EO RDunaoody 

2 POTTER'S 8AY(288J(CDJ (Ms JE faded Dffchofccn 8 GO AMoguta 

3 2HS- KBfMOfiE-SPffl) (171) (D) (BF) (KM Dacta) IA sS S nta TO Tl 3 RGuM 

4 1U1P/1 CLA55CCWTACT(l6)(D)|NBJteson)NMasoil1 DO NMtamw 

5 1-205 GLAUANGUfZ (SB) (D) (BF) IMrs Oia Marth) P Oaten 7 D 0. C Maude 

-jteM- 

IBnteBMaatec Jftt 7rue tender wetgttf Ossie Conact Ssl 131b. CSamangib S b 11 to 
BETTING: 7-4 PotMt% Bey; 3-1 KaranoreSpaML 4-1 Chnk: Confect, 9-2 Bu* .fetes. 6-1 
GfemangStt. 

7996: Wse Approadi 9 e D C OD^er 74 fw JX Batey) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tkn Forster won the &and Nafronal wrth Ben Navis and the big race b also the intend- 
ed targes of another Mayfand Hure Ci^j wfener, Buck JMcsa, whose record tn America 
stamps hm as a consistent and vBraafllBtypa to a recent totenriew how ewr, Rar ster said 
Ira had not done enou^i with BudcJakas to Judge how good he band POTTER'S BAY 
looks a g*v option today. Although Potter* Bay won ha firat three novice chases last 
season, ha put up probably hte best eftort in defeat - fsfing by a neck to give Mm Cap- 
tain Sto n a ntTvfces' handcap on fast grand here Wfilh the yard in good tonn. Potter* 
Bay cota be (Hfiah to beet despite ihe 12 stone; afthou^i Classic Contact who over- 
came a long toy-off to beat Tighter Budget at Harham. cata make Me (Hftait getting 
2Bftx The novice OasnratgBtz e also fit and gaffing plenty of weigfit but he rrarst bom» 
beck after fttawg test ot five behnt King Of Shadow at Ke^pton and Jusl as Italy to 
metre a race of d is Kennram-Speed. Not surpristngfy; oonskfaring he missed the -BB54I6 
campfegn. Kanmore-Speed took tnra to come rqht test season, but when he «9d he won 
five times and ihe chances are he wl hn tann eerier this term 

Salocttoo: POI I EFTS BAY 


2.50 


JEWSON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 added 
3m If Penalty Value £3,701 

1 20M-1 HJGHIOCB PftNCE (29 Hhe Ifectog fbrasj P Hobbs 6 B 6 .R Dunwoody 

2 043-1 IDEAL RAimER (23) (T mjACury)PNcfrdb8Ti 6_ A P McCoy B 

3 35F22 COIflNG AUYE (11) WBIteso^N Mason DUO ROta 

4 -46323 UTTIE TWCTU1E (14) Ota TjItaresSkma) Ms TMtkrea Stoner 7 71 0 -GUptoo 
6 -OttSF SOUDfBWCRQGSMTCH (II) (D) (Mss J C Antere] P Bnen 6 tl 0. N WSicneoa 

-5dsoferad- 

BETTOG: 1»« Edgwiraor Prim*, 3-1 WsM Pratetc 4-1 UBto Ttodura. M taatramcnwspMdi, 
11-2 Corsfag Alva. 

1996: Mony-SWp 7 7i Q R Quest 4-7 ta (kta S Smkh) 6 ran 
FORM GLADE 

EDGEMOOR PRBICE. who wan over htatos a Exeter (twice) and Warwick tost saa- 
son, turrwig >i a parttetarty game eftort at the latter track, has taken tadhr to chasng 
and can atoptenrant ms wv-raig Uttoceter tenang bow. Phip Hobbs' charge beet LAtte 
Ttectura ariy half a length but had a grea deal to hand and it wi coma as a sirpnse rf 
Ira toils to confimatoenortty on eb worse ranm indeed, a bigger threatthan Litderno- 
tirB spears to be Ideal Partner, who was operated on for a wnd toflnraty In the sim- 
mer and were to at Fontwa# on hte return. Selection: EDGEMOOR PRWCE 


4.30 


WEATHER BYS 'STARS OF TOMORROW* NH FLAT 


(CLASS H) £2,000 added2m 1 1 0yds Penalty Value £1 ,758 

01 JAQUE5GLEN (78) (p) (Thefearfngs LmBd] Plfebbs4 11 5 . MrR Wkkjw (7) 


BE LUCKY COUN (C Fte) Ms M Jwws6 fl 4. 


M Dunne (5) 


3.25 


ROSEHILL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 
2m 5f Penalty Value £2,710 

SSffB LQMBARDIC(USty(7}(BF)(BeinJspnqjQkf61}6 Cltareflyn 

S3 AWENTSCOUrC«)P“efoh.MsAStona6WS9«n^tts59m6i51IOJRGttet 

3M KMMANIA(IO)(tfl(MauraEFWflMteS&lrartfc5110 PHkte 

40 RUBON PflMCE (39) (N B ktaeon) N Mason 6 HO K Johnson 

-04265 BEACON LANE (21) (Fra* Cfefkej 0 ONefl VSfettery 

2/m- LADY RfflECCA p36) (KtonaidBy Cptris^ fifce V Wtems 5 D B — NWBtmsan 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

BETT(NG:11-8 Lantaatfc, 1S6 LadyRsbscca. 8-1 Antert Scout, IM Beacon Lane, RtaanPrinet, 
16-1 Nomraife. 

1996: Canton Yansm 4 D fi A UagJre 16 fat (S Vtoodd 3 ran 


DRAGON K9U3 pT7) (Dragcn bdustrial Service^ C Barwal 5 11 4 J>Hentoy(3) 

FUflNG ON (Ms Dtana Mtarrai) J Ghent 5 II 4 0Bramws(5) 

RSK BAMCER (Dwcl Jerks] M F^ra 6 n 4 GSnipte(5) 

LONG5TDNEBOY(l9sDNHan^AHobbsSl14 R Thornton (3) 

MIKE'S DREAM (JLBRinn) JLfeown 5 11 *_ MrDSJont* 

SAFETO ASS19ffi(RG Brszrgfcn) R Braangkr ST1 4 RMsseey(3) 

TTCfiEWSMAN(UsrceEf%at9MreSEchanls57l4 W<Mra(7) 

W1LLET TOWH1 p G Stefhens) ktea V Swphans 5 fr 4 IteV Stephens 

AHRAYDOUBLEYOU (46)01 Kish Ms A Sene &WS Stane) Ms S9mti 4 11 3 — 

RWlUneon(B) 

T2 80- DANCING M RK) (172) [Me Therasa Mtahe) T P Wtsfehe SVG LSutherafl) 

O 0 DUNRAVBflADY(UD(Da«lBraca)DBw»5DO— SoptteNBehaUp) 

H WHJJOWS UA1BE (tfcfl Jeyne Brace) A Hctte 4UC GShenktofT) 

-14d*ctoracf- 

BETT1NG: »4 AtnydDoblayeii, 10660 Jaqetes Glen, 4-1 Irteh Banter. 11-2 Dragon Ktag, 6 iV 
tog On. 20-1 Be Lucky Cofin, Mom Keytra, 2S-1 ollwts. 

1 99& Trta Force O Q D J Kaenatfi 0 W l» IP Hobbs) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Pfiip Hobbs won bat years race wnh Tkta Force and should not be ta may witti Jaqutes 
Gian, although he was ridden by fSchanl Dunwoody when beating e big tad. todudtog 
Dunravan Lady, at Bangor AHRAYDOUBLEYOU Shota be thereabouts, too, star nav 
tag the favourite, luggsy to haH a length at Worcester Sue Smtti and Richaid Wffldrv 
son won the NH Flat race at Cartels on Staeday with Sotettie. Their fitness nvcht gfire 
them the edge over Dragon King, although Ira can be a cpected to wto a race of this 
sort having fesahednmerHto to Gatftox to Ascot to March. Martin Plpe^ fifite Equal eas- 
ty won the NH Fla race at ‘tarton 12 days ago and the chances are that Irish Banter 
wl know he job. Lira Irish Banker. FtytoQ On is out of a mare that has produced sever- 
al Winners and he is ancthar newcomer to considac Selection; AHRAYDOLfiLEYOU 


FONTWELL 


HYPERION 

1.30 Stapleford Lady 2.05 Gatetasori Jane 
2.40 Canton VEKiture 3.15 IRISH DOMINION 
(nap) 3-50 Chickabiddy 4^0 Aj combe 


2 *8-38 TTfEeXEa/T0fl(ta}30Su6wi7n7 JUAFtzgoted 

3 S3335 M6aG(U8A)«jJiMch8ll7 LHteray 

4 544290 NORIHERN OTBBCT » B Ltoreiyn 9 HD BPtraeO 

5 3006 MARYJO (F9) G L Moore 8 D 11 JtBMdwhr(7) 

B P/PBB4 C3B8ET VIOLET (fflf fT) R Stanpe D t!7-AThomtou V 

7 QP60 KING CUBAN (USA) (Tf) P town 6 tJ7 fl Johnson B 

-7dectond~ 

BETTING: 5-2 Stfetelord Lidy, 11-4 King Curan, 4-1 Tbs Executor. 13-2 
MsyJo, 7-1 Norttnm Opllratet, 61 MRdg, 161 Grit B VMSL 


GOING: Good (Good to firm In places) 

• LeH-trand tarte course; flgurMW^tt chase carta TlgM eff- 
ort, rax suitabto fisr tongratridng horsea 

te Racecourse is south ot viage at junction ot A29 and A27. Barn- 
tram rahvBY station (Brighton - Portsmouth 8ns) is 2 rates away. 
ADMISSION: Cfcto £» Paddock £B CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADtNG TWUNS1S (5YEAR RECORD) J GBbid 21-Y18 (S8%) 
RBudta IMS C2Z1-M. M Pfoe 1666 pt2*» R Rowe w-cs hQB%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Hide 995 {224%) B PoweU 9-19 
(09%) D OSuBhren 12-89 (B5%) D Gafla^rar 10-71 (14.1%) 

a FAVOURITES: 29-483 (445%) 

INKEBED FIRST TIME: Gris EtVtotet (vraored. 130 


— rtcl ACTION RESEARCH NOVICE CHASE 
mVO \ (CLASS E) £4,100 added 3m 2f 110yds 


2 RhTE CWmWVENTURE(22)(CD)(8f7SWbOds5fi(L 

MAFtegmaid 

3 2X00/ BUN FOR DANTE (882) G tated 7 D C — A Thorton 

4 06141 BRECON (P12) W lAff 4 D it R Johnson 

5 34033- BENBONO0l(18®SWDodrren4iO6 LAspofl^ 

6 R*62 COURAGEOUS KNK3HT (13} P Hayward B to 2. .BFsnliin 

-Sdactond- 

asmm I W CutDO Ywhwa 7-2 Congam Knight « ftieon, M 
Em De Cologne. 6-1 Brn Bowden, 12-1 Run For Data. 


3.50 


F2JIB aUAIASOH JAfglG{CO)(BF)PHdtai7gO _-'_-. 

— . — — T J Itaphy 

21R P-P BMHARLWetoBtott LAn»lf3)B 

50344- KARAR (150 (C) (MR Ran 7 to C DOSfeBran 

4222-5 KMEStOLOGY (12) fl Budder 9 T3 12 BF 


3.15 


DEREK WIGAN MEMORIAL NOVICE 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,100 
added 2m 21 


FORD AMATEURS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £3,500 added 2m 3f 

1 PP4E3 MAN MOOD (FR) p7) (D) C Brocks 6 12 OJIr E Jones (7) 

2 2SP2- 8UGABMU-P0J)JEBtort7il« Mr p OTCrelte (7) 

3 1FFS5I SHaBAHLLS(®a GktCculS 11 6 —Air D Hamey (7) 

4 3221-3 CH1Ct(ABDDY(l6) (1^ GEdwwdiBII 2J4rJTtaanl(5) 

5 414425 GABtSH p) (CD) B Scriver 12 tl 10 J60McPfraJ[7) 

8 B3MP WHAr®7HEPUNp)Bfaw»B»0 -JfcsSOuackf?) 

-Bdactarad- 

BETTWa- 6-4 ChfctaWddy, Han Mood, 5-1 Sugar HB. 168 Gafaiah, 
14-1 Wat toThs Plan, 16-1 Stfenbi HDto. 


-A TOornton 


1.30 


FONTWELL PARK MEMBERS SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^75 
added 2m 2f 110 yds 


004503 STAPLffORD LADY (7) (CC) J S Itocre 9 At) 


Mr S Doradt (7) 


2SJP-4 SGCRETBO(7)RAto0 7De.- 
-Sdacfend- 

BETTWtt 11-10 Gatetanri Jane, 64 Karat, 6-1 Seem Bid, 16-1 KhraaF 
elogy.33-1 htana. 

rSSR \ STREBB.B01LB1S HANDICAP HURDLE 
(QUAURER) (CLASS D) £3,700 added 
2m 2f llOyos 

1 2121 F- EAU OE COLOGNE (151) (BF) Ms LHfchards 5 t aO— 

- — , M HW i a i H 


1 5300- NE8CAF(NZ)(494nhort771to -0< 

2 34223 COOL«fEKDCR(iaCfatan'9ll4.MrOifcf>M(7)B 

3 P0002- BLACK STATEMENT (24Q) JGtftonf771 2 — L Aopel p) 

4 WB4F- FRUrTTOW»pt2)PBute’8to8 TJ Murphy 

5 OP-4 HASTBf BOWER (iqnAhB6 117 ATtattai 

6 4ff3a H9HDOW6ON(E}PBoMn7toO(7B0— RJctontonB 

-6dBctarsd- 

Mranun wfolt 1 ON. True hsmffcgp rraftfrt «»h Dominion SSTtx 
BETTWft MlriiftO(aiiitan.»41ls^BarabS(; IMNsccaCatCaef 
Wstehai; Bfeek Sfetanafe, 16-7 FhA Toan. 


4.20 


RUUNG DYNASTY MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 AJCO«E(RW)iaoyHsrtfla4 WB .JIAFtogama 

2 EXPANSIVE RUNIER (USA) (F37^ A H Haney 5 71 5 

_J A McCarthy 

3 F20 QNHBHAN JM (31) C Mann 7 71 5 — J Mage* (3) 

4 050- JAVSJN COOL (S3) G Htbe/dB n 5 A Thornton 

5 P30- POIXEAICY CARR (2155 J GfiaiJ 6 11 5 LAapWI® 

6 0 CAS71E BAF61Y n A M NovtorvSnNfr 8 11 D.DGaHaghor 

-Bdscfend- 

Benwa 64 A^onM, r^s Gonmnan Jbn. 4-1 KBlenaay Cart. (CM 
Bqjnshw Rramr, 18-1 Jewfin CaA 20-1 Cert* Berry. 


YARMOUTH.... 


_R Ftrench (3) 9 B 


HYPERION 

1^0 Anjou 1^5 Silverary (nb) 2^0 Happy Days 
Again 3.05 Great Dane 3.40 There Be Demons 
4.10 Be Warned 


9 000049 DOVBME(22) 8L0OB38O 

-Sdscknd- 

BETT1M& 84 Pwwfiss Navy, 5-2 Anfoo, 7-2 BMabanoa 12-1 Doyam 
14-1 Umraoto 16^ CUteB, tal lhae orstaan. 33-1 fltfwm 


3.05 


1.55 



COHTON CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS 
C) £7,500 added Im 2f 21yds 

1 1CW BAROHFBfDWANDPie) (D) (BF> R Oraton 7 0 2 

T Spate 1 

2 0-4369 BSWWKXJR (72) (D) MaJCad592 JRMd4 

3 2-226 saXSUMCT^ WLQmsfi390 LDWtoriZ 

4 230000 UNCOfOTWNAL LOVE (TO) M Afnteto 4 5 fl 

DHctend3 

-4dednd- 

BETTW&46 Stesrari.3-1 UnsoaddonM lore. 7-2 Betmfoiff, 14-1 Bra 
tadhsart 


HERR1NGFLEET MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 2YO 7f 

ASAD SaB«d ttoSuoorSD LDMM3 

5 DOUBLE CLAS8K (USA) (31) U3uraa BO JRMdk 

GREAT DAM HCscJ 90 K Fatal S 

3 KGMT PLEASED (USA) (12) E Dlitop 9 0- 




..D CTDonofera 6 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 _ 

-Bdeetorad- 

ETT1NG: 64 Grate Dana, IM Aaad, 74 DtaUa Cfeado, 6-1 Ktabw. 
toy, 12-1 RbRsbBd, 14-1 HgMy PtoHCd.20-1 'ferocity, 25-1 TtgfeDo. 


oBEfurGWaggso — jihosa 

RAfFABio U OvsnxnSO .TOufaml 


TIGUUIOCWM90 

VEBOCTTY (ffl) G Ytegg 9 0- 


GHtod2 

ACtert7 


CALIFORNIA HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4^25 added 7f3yds 

000201 LORDOLMBf(31)(qWJante7«0 J Raid 19 

1D23B WYBOTYE(14){D)(BF) RBasfiman4Bx .WRyanB 

-60000 MAZHD(l^PEuare4B3 Kfetai4 

CrtXMO COURTHOUSE (5) M Oafrnan39 1 LNaWonS 

0430 FBlAHlSBAY(li9MsJOet9380.^., JWBHT15 

002000 URS’EAKEH (14) CVMI490 JUMton^B 

00039 SMMGCUUD(3Q MBal4D0 MFMoniaB 

230140 GAM LINE (USA) (26) (CO) Bob Jonas 49 ft N bay 14 

02S005 SPBEDY CLASSIC (US^ (3^ (D) M HaeJovBfc 8812 

A Clark 20 


to 253200 ME22DRMB0(21)(CD)Klta9ffl589, 


G OtdfWd C-toS (U9%) 


2.30 


Ton] NEWPORT CLAIMING STAJ^ (CLASS 
1 -ZO n ESJ300 added Im 6f 17jws 

— 1 __ I nraeri3 R 


| R E3 ^SUUBOUW ..j— 

DU44 RAHADSENAVY (75) (CI^i C E^rton8 97 LI>4tQri3B 

fsjc^KAkmyS) (7) Ms S Lamyman 48 7 

^ SSWU 

oesooo iPWiCLEpj QU*ns3B7 . — 


LOUND NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4^00 added 2YO 5f 43yds 

1 020 MRS HALAPROP (18) TO M Oerrun 9 7 JCamriS 

2 206131 ARMN DA (12) (D) B Ptag 9 4 TSpctaal 

3 OBB HAPPYiMVS AOAM (IS) (D) JWBrim92 KFMooSB 

4 50632 CLASSY CLH) (14) (LI) [S=)P Bans 91 JFEgu2 

5 w® IY0W r 9J0Y(t^(B)'O«y811 IMinbqwB 

6 0332 CAROL StfiGBI (USA) (73) U JchtatofiB — DHQ6md4 

7 400 PHANTOM RWGpq A Batoy BO R Brandi (3)8 

6 400 TOUCHM»VAtT2)AlidB7e_ RUutaiRS 

9 350120 SWAf#fi)HE LADY (13) S C Wfeme 7 7i J Quinn 7 

-goactand' 

BETTWG; 8-1 *ta Itafepnp, 4-1 Ctesqr CJao, M Happy (toys Again, 
Care! Singer, 7-1 Alton Oa, B-1 hecyfe Joy; Snomara Lady, UM otoars 


3.40 


RANWORTH MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D ) £5,200 added 2YO im 3yds 

54 ACT DEHANT (USA) (l^P GcfeB 0 TfttaiS 

0 ARDLSQf CHARHBt(41) CDwyEr90..DODonoboa10 

BATTLE WARNWG HCedSQ _AMcGtaw7 

53 HGHWAYMAN (42) USOuteSO. JRaklZ 

PUBLSHER (USA) J Tkrdrare 9 0 TBpratei 

0 SUPVENTUHE (14) SWbotaSO NOsyB 

STBWSINGST (U&A) H Cta 90 _Wflyan9 


THBS BE D0IONS (USA) G Wkagg 9 0 . 
STAR CRYSTAL H CedB 9. 


II MSI 

JCRMM3 


UNIEjODESatedbtoSunirB»- _L Dettoris 

-lOtataad- 

BEnWG: M Sfer ClyaBl, M Un Hriode, T-1 Thera Ba Damn, B-1 
H fl— ya n. IM PuWfefra^ IM Stamxtogra, 20-1 Butte Warning, 25- 
1 otfiea 


.Jo Hoorn (5) 7 V 

0BO5 BEWARtED(H)(P)TO J ^efre6B9 G C totfe U S 

004056 DARK MBIACE (33) (D) EMiee(ar584 

S Canon (7)1 B 

00D00 LACHESSptQ UsSLamyiren484 J Fanning 18 

000000 AEGEAN SOUND {36) K fray 3 63. JMfoDoyarU 

005205 TAELOFSIUfER(16)TOABaiBY5B2 DWilgUlfi 

*0632 MAY QUEEN MEGAN (22) tksAKngX QZ N Adana 11 

434- ABSOUNayABSTDNE(5«a)PB«B381 

JFEgmlP 

MOM KQSEYO (22) U kfeagw 3 7 G PFeSS8y{3)2 

000011 UJNCH RUTTY (33) (CD) (BF) D Mchcfc57 "Q 


.ton Wanda p)5 


oo too «JPsinuK(77)jfaTOsrif_- Afaa^tr 

-aodactarad- 

BEnMt 7-1 Lunch Party, B-1 Lord Ofcta;l 0-1 MyttoQa,ShWngClOKL 
Spaady Qassfc, Dark Hanaca, Itay Quaon Hagan, 12-1 others 


RUGBY L EAGUE 

Britain lose 
Harris for 
Test series 

lesiyn Harris has become the 
latest British player to withdraw 
from ihe British Gas Test series 
against Australia. 

The Leeds stand-off has 
ruled himself out of all three 
matches because of a long- 
standing back injury. 

The loss of the one special- 
ist stand-off left in the squad 
means that the Great Britain 
coach. Andy Goodway, is even 
more likely to use his captain, 
Andy Farrell, in that position at 
Wimbley on Saturday. 

Britain bad another Injury 
scare yesterday when Stuart 
Spruce turned an ankle in train- 
ing, but he is expected to be Et 
when Goodway names his 
team, as he now hopes lo do 
tomorrow. 

Australia's most experi- 
enced forward at Test level. 
Bradley Clyde, is doubtful for 
the match after damaging a calf 
muscle running up a flight of 
steps after a training session. 
The Australian coach, John 
Lang, has named him in the 
team, but the Canberra Raiders 
back-rower is rated as no more 
than a 50-50 prospect. 

Clyde would be a major 
loss lo Australia, so he will be 
given as long as possible to 
prove that he is capable of 
getting through the game. If he 
fails then the Brisbane for- 
ward Gorden Thllis, at present 
earmarked for the bench, will 
come in to the starting line-up. 

The only real surprise that 
Lang has sprung is naming 
Bretl Mullins, originally a full- 
back and now more often used 
at centre, on the wing ahead of 
his Canberra team-mate. Ken 
Nagas. who is another of the 
four substitutes. 

As expected, Craig Gower is 
at scrum-half, with Steve 
Walters booking, while Penrith's 
Ryan Girdler is the logical 
replacement for the injured 
Steve Renouf in the centre. 

The Rugby League is 
delaying registering Tevita 
Vaikona as a Bradford Bulls 
player while it investigates the 
circumstances of his transfer 
from Hufl. Three Hull directors 
have since complained that 
they never ratified the move. 
AUSTRALIA (v Great Britain, First 7bot. 
WsrnUny, Stourttay): Lobkyer. Mtara, 
Canter, Ettingdiausen. Safer. Daley, Gower 
Stevens, Waitere, Thom. Adamson, Clyde. 
&nth. SubstHidBs: Keemt tafe Kjniraoriey. 


-DoveHadfidd 


WEEKEND 
FIXTURfS AND 
POOLS CHECK 

FA Carline Premiership 

1 Aston VBa v Cheteea X 

2 Barnsley vBtacttxm 2 

3 Botton v Liverpool 2 

4 Darby v Arsenal Jt 

5 Manchester Utd v Sheffield Wad 1 

B Newcastle v Leicester X 

7 Tbnenhani v Leeds — 1 

8 Wtirfeledon v Coventry 1 

Sunday: Everton v Southampton (4D) 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

9 Bradford City v West Brocnwch — X 

10 Chariton v fesvnch 1 

11 Huddersfield v Stoke 2 

12 Norwich v Bury 1 

13 No t tingh am Forest v Crewe 1 

14 Oxford Utd v Manchester City X 

15 Port Vtee v Beading 7 

16 OPR v Brmn0ram 1 

17 Sheffield Utd v Ttenmere 1 

18 Stockport v Sunderland 2 

19 Wolves v Wddteabrough X 

May: Portsmouth v Swindon (745). 
Second Division 

20 Sounemouth v Brentford 1 

21 Bristol City v Oktoam X 

22 Burnley v Wfebafl 1 

23 Carfrsto v Wrorham 


24 Ftaam v Chesterfield 

28 GBtotftem v MtaaB 

28 Grimsby v Southend — 

27 Northuvpto n v Bristol ftovere 

28 Preston v Plymouth 

29 Watford v BtatApool 

30 Wigan vYbik 


31 Wycombe v Luton 2 

Suedtey: Carrtff v Swansea (1205) 

Third Division 

32 Brunei v Nous County ... 2. 

33 Cambridge Utd v Torquay X 

34 Cheater v Rochdale 1 

35 Dartngton v HiA (tft X 

38 Ewttr v Peterborough J2 

37 Hartlepool v Brighton 1 

38 Lincoln v Leyton Orient 1 

39 Rotherham v Macdesfiefe X 

- Scarborough v Doncaster 1 

- Shrewsbury v Mansftotd 1 

BelFs Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v Hearts 2 

41 D u n t ermfat ti v Celtic 2 

42 Hbemt a n v Dundee Utd — .1 

43 Rangers v Kfenemock 


44 St Johnstone v Mollrarwel . 
First Division 

45 Airdrie vRalth 

46 Dundee v Parts* 

- Hamfton v Morion 

47 String v St Mirren 

Second Division 

48 Forfar v Clyde 


49 Stenhousenur v East Frte 2 

Also playing (not on coupons): Second 
Division: Inverness CT v Brechin,- Stran- 
raer v Lrvngsun. ThW Dhrtaan: Bervnck 
vAfcbn Rovers; Cowdsnbeteh vAloa; East 
Suing v Arbroeto: Montrose v Dunbar- 
ton. Queer* Park v Boss Cartv Sunday: 
Scottish League Challenge Cup final: 
Fatah v Queen ot the South pa far fir 
Par*. Motfrarwefl)- 

Pour dram: Bradford City v West Bon. 
wich; Bristol Oty v Oldham; Oartngton v 
HiA; Rotherham v Macctesfietd. 

aarJcsssSiS^"* 

Tin homec: Manchester Utd, 

Forest, Queens Park Range 

Utd, fitalhan^Mrte, Prestaowatiort. Seer- 
bonxqh, Ftongere, Dixidee, 
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McCarthy happy with his history of good finishing 


The Republic of Ireland 
play Belgium in Dublin 
today in the first Ifcg of a 
play-off to qualify for 
next year’s Wortd Cup 
finals. Gain Moore talks to 
the Republic^ manager, 
Mick McCarthy, whose 
reign of contrasting 
fortunes is mirroring 
that of his international 
playing career. 

When Mick McCarthy Grst be- 
came a regular in the Repub- 
lic of Ireland team, many 
supporters and critics were un- 
happy. Not only was McCarthy 
English, but he was also keep- 
ing the popular and cultured 
David O'Leary out of the team. 
A dozen years and 57 caps 
later. 40.000 filled Lansdowne 
Road for a testimonial match 


to recognise McCarthy’s con- 
tribution to Irish football 

A similar pattern is emerg- 
ing in his managerial career. A 
grim start - five defeats and two 
draws - reached its nadir 
when two players and 
McCarthy were given red cards 
in a match with Mexico. 
McCarthy’s dismissal was over- 
turned an appeal but. coming 
on top of a contested appoint- 
ment - the president of the 
Football Association of Ire- 
land, Louis KUcoyne, was re- 
moved after publicly stating 
McCarthy was not his pre- 
ferred choice - that record 
provoked growing discontent. 

Three successive victories 
briefly quelled the doubts, only 
for them to be revived after 
home draws against Iceland and 
Lithuania, and a tempestuous 
defeat in Macedonia jeopar- 
dised Ireland's chances of even 
coming second in Group Eight 


Yet McCarthy, renowned 
as a positive thinker, never ap- 
peared ip waver whfle the FAX, 
now behind its man, backed him 
by extending has comma to the 
2000 European Championship. 

McCarthy himself was able 
to draw on his experiences as 
a player with Barnsley, Man- 
chester City, Celtic and 
Oiympique Lyonnais - and 

especially asa manager at Mill- 

wall. After two good seasons he 
had a grim period there in 
early 1994, with two wins in the 
opening 17 games and criticism 
which has clearly left a mark. 

“You learn through adver- 
sity like that,” he said when I 
dragged him away from his 
stack of Belgtrim videos to talk. 
“You learn about yourself and 
who your friends are. Who 
calls up and says ‘chin-up, big 
man, you’ll come through this’, 
and the ones who stay away. 
Some say T didn’t call then be- 


cause-* Some don’t say any- 
thing at alL" 

McCarthy felt that not 
enough people considered the 
quality of the opposition - five 
Euro 96 qualifiers - and the 
changes he was making when 
they considered his start, but be 
accepts that “people do look at 
results". Victories in Iceland 
and Lithuania ultimately justi- 


The Republic of Ireland 
under Mick McCarthy 
P19 W6 D6 L7 F31 A23 
art win: 5-0 v Liechten- 
(horm and away) 

Biggest defeat: 3-1 vttw 
Netherlands (away) 

Host appearances; 15 
McLoughDn; 14 Khnna, Harte; 

13 Cumfngham, Cascarino; 12 
Oven, Breen. Kennedy, H 
Townsend. (Otters include: 
Staunton 10; Keane 9; Irwin 7, 
Babb 4). 

Loading goatscorers: 7 Casca- 
rino; 6 Connofty: 4 OT'teflL 
Sent off: a (incSudhg McCarthy, 
from the bench). 


fled his and his employers' 
faith, and only Belgium now 
stand between Ireland and a 
third successive World Cup. All' 
this has been achieved with a 
transitional team which has 
been cruelly disrupted by in- 
juries. Phil Babb, Steve 
Staunton, Alan Kelly and, cur- 
rently, NIall Quinn, Roy Keane 
and Keith O’Neill have been 
among those injured. Other 
players have been affected by 
the vagaries of dub selection. 

Not that he is complaining. 
He can be pushed into admit- 
ting: “Aspects of the job can be 
frustrating," but he quickly 
adds, “but that applies to man- 
aging MUlwaii or anyone. It is 
a great job. Managing, along 
with coaching, is the next best 
thing to playing. 

“I’ve not been surprised by 
the job. It was obviously diffi- 
cult to take over from Jack 
[Charlton] but I think people 


quickly realised I was not like 
him. If rd tried to do it like him 
It would have been impossible. 
The only aspect that has been 
a surprise is the profile. I’ve 
been an international foot- 
baller but this is different. As 
a a manager you are not actu- 
ally on your own but you are in 
the sense that the spotlight is. 
on yon alone * 

In 19 matches McCarthy 
has chosen 38 players and nev- 
er sent out an unchanged side. 
There have been 15 new caps 
with such players as Given, 
Kenny Cnnamgfram, Ian Harte, 
David Connolly, Gary Breen 
and O’Neill establishing them- 
selves in the -squad. 

He has also overhauled 
the playing style, introducing 
a passing game after Charl- 
ton's controversial direct ap- 
proach. “There’s two reasons. 
We have different philoso- 
phies on football and the game 


itself has moved on. I’ve seen 
Jack quoted saying he 
thinks the system he develops 
had been a little bit sussed by 
the end. The back-pass rule 
affected us as a lot of our 
attacks started from the goal- 
keepers hands with us pushing 
up and pressing them, 

“Our style was very de- 
manding, especially in the heat 
as I found in *88 [European 
Championship in Germany! 
and ’90 [World Cup in Italy]. 
You need young legs, and will- 
ing ones - Roy Houghton still 
runs as well as anyone. A lot 
players had come to the end of 
that system.” 

Jeff Keona, the Blackburn 
defender capped six times by 
Chariton and 14 by McCarthy, 
agreed: “The top countries 
keep the ball and if your game 
is based on dosing them down, 
banging the ball forward and 
chasing when you eventually j^st 




.rthy: -The spotlight 
you alone* | 

Oi you are too tired to do 

SI bSJies the way for- 
is through possession. 

trying to get the team to 

ie ball down and pass 



The first matches of the 
eagerly awaited World 
Cup play-ofTs take place 
today. Defeat for Italy 
would deprive the 
contest of one of its 
giants. But for Russia, as 
Phil Reeves in Moscow 
finds out, losing would 
be another setback in a 
struggle to shrug off a 
cloak of crime that is 
engulfing its sporting 
world. 


Only a fool would want to 
revive those mean stereotypes 
about the Italians being cow- 
ards. True, they have brought 
their own food to Moscow - in- 
cluding pasta, parmesan cheese 
and olive oil - but who can 
blame them for distrusting the 
globules of fat and evil -smelling 
pickles that so often pass for 
Russian cuisine? 

And. true, their coach has 
been complaining about the 
possibility of a bad pitch, but 
that’s just weigh-in rhetoric, the 
caution of a man whose job is 
on the line and who can 
imagine the wrath of 60 million 
Italians only too well 

What is far more striking is 
the overriding mood of gloom 
and suspicion surrounding this 
match. Any sense of excitement 
about a game that will go a long 
way towards deciding the fate 
of two of the world’s great 
football nations is entirely 
absent. Hype has given way to 
hypochondria. 

The Russians are the main 
offenders. The Eeyores of the 
plane L they are approaching 
the match with superstitious 
pessimism. Humiliated by 
draws with Cyprus and Israel, 
they have taken to full-scale 
mourning about the general 
state of their football. “The 
prestige of our game is as low 
as it can be," moaned Alexei 
Zavgorodny of the newspaper 
Sovetsfd Sport , after trotting 
out the standard complaint 
that too many stars play abroad 
(The squad of 21 includes 
players from nine foreign teams 
and only seven Russian ones). 

It particularly bothers them 
that this parlous state of affairs 
coincides with the 100th anni- 
versary of Russian football an 
event which hardly seems worth 
celebrating, given that the game 
was introduced by the British 
who established their own 
clubs, but strongly discouraged 
Russians from joining them. 

Discouraged, the Russians 



The Italian squad, wrapped up against the Moscow cold, train for tonight’s World Cup play-offs as military cadets clearing snow from the terraces look on 


Photograph: AP 


Moscow gripped by a mood of forebodin 


have turned to their other 
favourite pastime: conjuring 
up conspiracy theories to ex- 
plain away possible defeat. 
They say that the Wforld Cup or- 
ganisers really want Italy to 
make it to the finals, a remark 
that is followed by a meaning- 
ful silence which says that 
somehow, somewhere, some- 
one is going to fix it. 

“What worries us is whether 
the refereeing will be objective." 
lamented the weekly news- 
pape r. . -irgumenti i [aka. “Or will 
there be some tricks, as 
happened previously? The 
world press has frequently 
hinted that the World Cup will 
not be entertaining enough 
without the Italians . . . From the 


financial point of view, Italy 
would be much more prof- 
itable for France than Russia. 
So we are worried for our guy’s. 
They should be extremely care- 
ful and try not to bring anyone 
down in the penalty area." 

lb outsiders - and despite 
England's own scandals over al- 
legations of back-handers and 
match rigging - such views 
seem unduly neurotic, the hand- 
wringing of a nation which is 
determined to feel unloved. 
But in Russia, the sporting 
world is infused with a deep 
mood of distrust, and with 
reason. Conspiracies actually 
happen. 

In June, Larisa Nechayeva, 
the head of finance at Spartak 


Moscow, was gunned down in 
what is believed to be Russian 
football’s first contract murder. 
Two months earlier Valentin 
Sych, the head of the Russian 
[Ice] Hockey Federation died 
in a hail of automatic rifie 
bullets. He had publicly warned 
that players and officials were 
coming under increasing pres- 
sure from mobsters seeking a 
cut of the growing sponsorship 
income and the huge sums that 
Russian teams had been raking 
from the US for the rights to 
their stars. 

“Criminals try to approach 
people in different ways," says 
Mr Rodionov, of the Russian 
football union. “They make 
some very tempting offers. 


partly to launder their criminal 
earnings and partly to make 
contacts with local authorities, 
like governors, directors of big 
enterprises, by pushing their 
people into the football dubs 
and associations. Wc try to 
avoid such contacts because it 
will bring a lot of trouble." 

The genesis of much of the 
rot comes from the Russian 
government itself. After the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union, it 
could no longer afford to fund 
sport. Boris Yeltsin’s adminis- 
tration sought to fill the gap by 
granting some sporting organ- 
isations the right to import al- 
cohol and cigarettes tax-free. 
The instant, massive profits 
(now stopped) immediately 


attracted organised crime, 
which been active in sport ever 
since. 

Going to France would not 
rid Russia of this cancer, but it 
might help, if only by remind- 
ing the government of the value 
of keeping its sports above 
board, if only to ease its path 
to the world stage 

More's the pity, then, that 
the Russians are already cast- 
ing themselves as underdogs 
which not only Eeel picked on 
by the outside world, but which 
are strangely determined to 
throw away the advantages of 
playing at home. 

There has been confusion 
over ticket sales, which was 
supposed to have begun at the 


weekend, bin only opened on 
Monday. Calls to the ground last 
week were answered by a care- 
taker. And the match is being 
played in the wrong place. The 
Russians had hoped it would be 
in Moscow's K2,0PO-seat Luzh- 
niki stadium, which has just 
had a El 15m facelift. But the 
pitch fell apart during heuw rain 
during Russia’s game against 
Bulgaria two weeks ago. The 
new venue will be at Dinamo’s 
ground, which has about two- 
thirds the capacity. 

This is, of course, a cock-up. 
But you can rest assured that 
the Russian fans who brave the 
winter's first fall of snow tonight 
will call it a conspiracy. Unless, 
of course, they win. 


Depleted 
Croatia seek 
inspiration 


Croatia may be without two o.l 
their best players - the striker 
Alen Bofcsic and the midfield- 
er Robert Prosinecki - for to- 
day's first leg of their World 
Cup play-off against Ukraine. 

Boksic injured his left leg 
playing for Lazio, while Prosi- 
neclri of Croatia Zagreb has a 
knee injury. "I think both are 
almost certain not to play.’ 
Croatia’s assistant coach. 
Branko Ivankovic. said. “I don’t 
know what it would take to 
enable Boksic to play." 

Croatia rarely impressed 
during the qualification phase 
of the tournament in which they 
finished second behind Den- 
mark in Group One. The£ ■ 
coach, Miroslav Blaze vie. wit 
not name h is line-up until near- 
er kick-off lime but he implied 
his team may contain some sur- 
prises. “You may be shocked 
when yoiLsee the formation I 
will send out." he said. 

The Ukraine coach Jozsef 
Szabo bolstered his defence 
with a handful of late call-ups 
this week to suggest be will opt 
for caution. The arrival of the 
Dinamo Kiev defenders Alex- 
ander Holovko and Andrei 
Gustn. both of w hom were in- 
volved in last week s Europeaiy 
Champions' League thrashing* 
of Barcelona, raises the 
possibility of Szabo fielding a 
side entirely drawn from that 
dub. Dinamo now have 1 1 rep- 
resentath.es in the 23-man 
squad. 

Sergei Rebrov may be asked 
to play a lone role up front in 
the absence of his suspended 
Dinamo strike partner, An- 
drei Shevchenko. 

Hungary are hoping that 
strong teamwork will be 
enough for them to overcome 
Yugoslavia today. “I heard tfc?{ 
everyone in the play-offs w ant- 
ed to play against Hungary," 
their defender Janos Banff said. 
“Bui I think that after what we 
produced in the group stage we 
can still qualify." 

Banff is one of three key 
Hungarians, along with the 
striker Laszlo FGausz and the 
midfielder Florian Urban, who 
return to the squad after miss- 
ing the final qualifier with Fin- 
land. Hungaiy drew in Helsinki 
£hen a freak last-minute 
Finnish own goal earned them 
the point they needed to make 
the play-off stage. 





I nee's plea to shirty West Ham fans 


FA to investigate Hartson's 
comments about referee 


The Football Association is to 
investigate comments made by 
the West Ham striker John 
Hartson towards the referee 
Mike Reed during Monday’s 
Premiership game with Leices- 
ter City at Filbert Street. 

The FA will have to decide 
whether to take any action 
against the Welsh internation- 
al, who criticised the referee’s 
handling of the game, which 
Leicester won 2-1 with a late 
goal from Ian Marshall. 

Hartson called the official “a 
disgrace" and claimed that 
every decision seemed to go 
Leicester’s way. 

“I thought he was an ab- 
solute joke and his perfor- 
mance deserved to be marked 
nought out of 10," Hanson said. 
“We played well and were just 
robbed by the referee. He’s a 


homer. We knew he was going 
to be hard because he was un- 
der pressure with the fans." 

Hartson was referring to 
the anger felt by Leicester sup- 
porters over the controversial 
last-minute penalty Reed 
awarded to Chelsea against 
Martin O'Neill's side in their FA 
Cup fifth-round match at Stam- 
ford Bridge in February. 

Hartson said: “I don’t know 
whether he was trying to get 
back on their side -but he's sent 
me off in the past because I 
called him a shithouse and 
perhaps I'll stick to my guns." 

The former Arsenal striker, 
whose 12 goals for the Hammers 
this season have put him at the 
top of the leading scorers list, 
may face a disrepute charge and 
if he is found guilty, could re- 
ceive a suspension or fine. 

r 
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Paul luce has made a heartfelt 
plea to West Ham fans to end 
their eight-year bate campaign 
against him. The Liverpool 
and England captain wants to 
bury the hatchet for posing in 
a Manchester United shirt 
while he was still a Hammers 
player in 1989. 

Ince moved to Old Trafford 
soon afterwards and helped 
United win the title in 1993 for 
the first time in 26 years. But 
West Ham fans refused to for- 
give the llford-bom midfield- 
er and, although luce missed 
his first scheduled return to 
Upton Park through tnjuty, he 
received a torrent of abuse 
when he made his long-await- 
ed return to the East End in 
February 1994, 

“I wish I could turn back the 
clock," he said, speaking in the 
November issue of Hammers 


¥ 


News. “I definitely would not 
have done it. I am not stupid. 
1 am nearly 30 yeans old and a 
lot wiser for that experience. I 
can understand the fans’ reac- 
tion because it wasn't a nice 
thing for me to do," 

Arie Haau, the coach of 
Feyenoord, Manchester Unit- 
ed's opponents in the Champ- 
ions' League next week, was 
sacked yesterday following a 
string of bad results. 

Haan will he replaced tem- 
porarily by the assistant coach, 
Geert Meyer. There was no im- 
mediate word on a permanent 
replacement 

“It is sad that 1 have had to 
take this decision in the inter- 
ests of Feyenoord," the club 
chairman, Jorien van den 
Herik, said in a press release. 
“The disappointing results were 
the final straw" 

f, 


Haan, a former Dutch in- 
ternational player, had been in 
charge of Feyenoord since Oc- 
tober 1995- He took the team 
to second place in the Dutch 
league last season behind PSV 
Eindhoven, and (his term guid- 
ed his players into the Champ- 
iocs’ League. 

However, a spate of losses 
and morale problems in the 
team led to pressure on Haan 
to quit Feyenoord stand fifth 
in the Dutch league, with six 
wins from U matches and 13 
points adrift of the leaders. 
Ajax. 

A 5-1 defeat by Juvcntus in 
the Champions’ League in Sep- 
tember was followed by recent 
losses to the lowly Dutch team 
Willem II Tilburg. Manchester 
United in the Champions’ 
League, and a 4-0 defeat at 
Ajax on Sunday. 


“There was a gulf between 
us and it was made obvious 
here." Haan said following that 
defeat. “That is very painful." 

The Scotland manager, 
Craig Brown, has welcomed a 
substantial Lottery award 
aimed at creating a winning 
double next year. Brown, who 
has already guided his country 
to France 98, hopes the fund- 
ing can provide a boost to 
Scotland's Under-16 squad next 
spring. 

The Lottery Sports Fund 
has awarded the Scottish Foot- 
ball Association £55,5533 ahead 
of the Uefa Under-16 Champ- 
ionship, to be held in Scotland. 
The money will be used to 
fund the Scottish squad’s 
preparations for the competi- 
tion including coaching, trans- 
port. training and facilities. 

- Phil Coles 
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Mark Kennedy's transfer ^ W *** 

quest. Kennedy. 21 , became the 
most expensive teenager in in 5 I SwndoDV,si todM 

Bnnsh transfer history when h e ^^o.Thedismt 

left Millwali for Anfidd for £ 2 m ^ ged 10 a cau 
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Standbridge steps up 
Dickson departs 


The British yachtsman, 

1 \ Paul Standbridge, has 
^tepped in as skipper of 
Whitbread Round The 
World Race favourites 
Toshiba following the 
resignation of Chris 
Dickson. Stuart Alexander 
| . reports from Cape Town 


It had been predicted for days, 
but still it came as a surprise 
when Chris Dickson an- 
nounced yesterday that he was 
leaving Toshiba with only one 
leg of the Whitbread Round 
The World Race completed. 

Under the New Zealander, 
Toshiba was the pre-racc 
favourite to win the nine-leg, 
32,000-mile event. Sixth place 
over the first leg to Cape Town 
had been "a bad result but not 
disastrous," Dickson said. 

Bill Trenkle. the learn Den- 
nis Conner campaign manager, 
said that Dickson had come 
ashore after the first leg with a 
huge list of things he wanted to 
change. "It was insurmounl- 
./ able and not practical," he said, 
adding that the list included per- 
sonnel aboard the boat. 

As Raul Standbridge, for- 


merly watch on Toshiba, stepped 
up to take over, Dickson laid the 
blame not on deteriorating re- 
lations with his 10-man crew but 
on a dispute with Conner. 

"The decision 1 have made 
I have not taken tightly,” Dick- 
son said. "There has been a 
number of issues under dis- 
cussion for quite some time. I 
am not happy with the way 
things are and I am not pre- 
pared to continue on that basis. 
The result of the first leg was 
a reflection of the way things 
were being managed.” 

Standbridge, who was first 
approached on Monday night, 
was only told at 7.30am yes- 
terday that be was taking over 
as skipper. His first job was to 
tell the crew of the decision to 
appoint him and ask them if 
they could support that. There 
was no dissent, he said. 

"I know I have 100 percent 
support from them and hope 
this continues on the next eight 
legs,” he said. "It is a burden of 
responsibility but one I am not 
shy of. We have lost an excep- 
tionally good sailor whose 
shoes I will not fill in exactly the 
same manner. I will be very 
much relying on the skill of my 
crew lo support me through the 
rest of the race.” 


Grant Dalton, a fierce rival 
on Merit Cup, said that the 
whole race had lost something, 
a fighter, a personality, a 
yachtsman of huge talenL 

The other British skipper in 
the race. Lawrie Smith, con- 
curred, saying, "Dickson's very 
good, a big, big threat.” But he 
still expects Toshiba to do well 
under Standbridge. 

"It might even go better," 
Smith said. "I know Paul very 
well. He's a good sailor and I 
know he'll do very well. They're 
still a big threat and we'll keep 
an eye on them, but it’s good 
to have another British skipper 
around. 

"It's what Paul wanted to do. 
He's always wanted to run his 
own show and this is the next 
best thing." 

In a separate reshuffle. 
British navigaLor Stuart Quar- 
rie is to join the lOth-placed 
Dutch entry Brunei Sunergy, 
with Joao Cabecadas moving 
into the general crew and Herve 
Jan becoming watch leader in 
place of Rovi Rovigue. who has 
resigned. 

The next leg starts from 
Cape Town on S November and 
goes to Fremantle, Australia, 
where the yachts are expected 
to arrive around 23 November. 


: tenni s 

; Kafelnikov 
: cruises into 
' the last 16 

: The former French Open 
: champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

• yesterday became the first play- 
er to reach the last 16 of the 

* Paris Indoor Open when he 
! beat his doubles partner, 

Daniel Vhcek of the Czech Re- 
: public, 6-1, 6-2. 

The Russian fifth seed, run - 
; ner-up in the tournament last 
; year, now plays either the 11th 
: seed, Gustavo Kuerten of 
: Brazil, or Frenchman Nicolas 
. Escude and looked ominously 
sharp as he rattled back a se- 
i ries of service returns which left 
: Vacek no chance. 

Kafelnikov was later joined 
- in the third round by the No 12 
: seed, Jonas Bjorionan of Swe- 
den. who snatched a thrilling 
6-3 6-7 7-6 victory over his com- 
: patriot Thomas Johansson. 

Cedric Pioline, this year’s 
. beaten Wimbledon finalist, wfll 
! meet the US Open champion, 

: Patrick Rafter of Australia, in 
! the second round after beating 
: his fellow French Davis Cup 
. player Lionel Roux 6-2, 6-4. 

Todd Woodbridge of Aus- 
■_ Lralia needed just 75 minutes to 
record a 6-3, 6-3 victoiy over 
Swedish qualifier Mikael Till- 
slrom and now plays sixth seed 
' Carlos Moya of Spain. 

France's Fabrice Santoro, 


Lions leadership gives Johnson an edge 


Clive Woodward is 
caught between a rock - 
Martin Johnson - and a 
hard case - Lawrence 
DaJIagiio - when 
choosing England's next 
rugby union's captain. 

David Llewellyn examines 
•' the pair's credentials. 

The success of the Lions tour 
to South Africa in the summer 
could well have a significant 
bearing on the choice of the 
man to lead England against 
Australia in 17 days' time, the 
identity of whom is expected to 
be announced this morning. 

Two men emerged from the 
2-1 series triumph with their 
playing reputations attaining 
legendary status after their 
heroic contributions. But while 
\ the individual wort h of Martin 
Johnson and Lawrence 
Dallaglio to the overall cause 
cannot be separated, it is the 


Leicester man who appears to 
have the edge. 

Johnson was, after all. cap- 
tain and to have commanded 
men from four different coun- 
tries, and turn them into a uni- 
fied and formidable force on 
the world champions’ doorstep, 
gives him a clear edge in terms 
of job experience. 

There has been universal ap- 
proval for Johnson’s leadership 
qualities and the understated 
way he goes about the business 
of captaincy. Johnson, the best 
front-jumper in the world, leads 
by example. He is captain of 
Leicester, the club he sup- 
ported as a boy, and led them 
lo Pilkington Cup success last 
season. When he is hilly fit he 
is one of the more athletic sec- 
ond row forwards in the game. 

Off the field Johnson es- 
chews the limelight and gener- 
ally keeps his own counsel. His 
concern is with getting things 
right on the pitch and rugby does 
not dominate his life outside the 
hours spent training and playing. 


Dallaglio has already missed 
out once in the England cap- 
taincy stakes, and seems des- 
tined to do so again. Just over 
a year ago he and Phil dc 
GLanville were regarded as the 
favourites to succeed Will Car- 
ling. Jack Rowell, the then Eng- 
land coach, chose de GlanvCIe. 

This time Dallaglio is ar- 
guably better prepared for the 
role. Captaining Whsps for the 
last two seasons, a position 
that he was given when he was 
23, he has learned on the hoof 
how to cope with the stresses 
of leadership. 

As a back-row forward of 
outstanding dass and ability he 
is, of necessity, more mobile 
and occasionally he will be 
found on the end of a scoring 
pass to finish off something he 
may well have started. 

Defensively he is peerless. 
Run up against him and you hit 
a concrete walL Leading Wisps 
to the Courage League title last 
season underlined his qualities. 

Like Johnson he is quite 


prepared to sound off during a 
match, exhorting bis players, 
urging them to greater effort 
He is often seen questioning the 
referee after a decision - 
clarifying the situation would be 
his explanation. Unlike John- 
son. off the field Dallaglio does 
not shun the media attention 
and he appears perfectly 
focused when in the public eye. 

Johnson has been reported 
as saying: "I haven’t come back 
from South Africa thinking, 
‘I've led the lions to victoiy, 
now I should be England cap- 
tain’." DaDagtio is equally mod- 
est and has said: "I regard 
captaining England as an 
honour, not an ambition.” 

One of them must lose out 
- though not completely. Short- 
ly after his appointment Wood- 
ward said: “It's important we 
have a couple of guys capable 
of captaining England, so that 
if the main bloke gets injured, 
the other can step in.” So what 
price on a captain and vice-cap- 
tain being named? 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 

NFU N«* England D Greer Bay 28: Mtam 
33 Chicago 36 

Athletics 

The GoodwDI Games wU hold the 
2002 multi-sport competition outside 
the United States and Russia for the 
first time, dissolving the otd partner- 
ship with Soviet and Russian sport- 
{ ing authorities. Michael Plant the 
Games' president said that after the 
1998 Games in New York, the next site 
would probably be in the Par East or 
Oceana with an announcement ex- 
pected in February. 

Basketball 

Derby's DeRon Rutledge wffl be out 
of action for at least toix weeks after 
sustaining a hairfine fracture of a bona 
to his right foot during the Ure-baJ Tro- 
phy tie against Manchester Giants on 
Saturday. 

The NBA is expected to announce this 
week the hiring of referees Dee Kant- 
ner and Viotet Palmer as the first 
women to offtaaiB in a major league. 
aH-male sports league. Kantner and 
Palrfer, who have vrorked as referees 
the pest three pre-seasons, would be 
two of five new members of The 58- 
member NBA crew. The regular sea- 
son starts on Friday. 

Boxing 

• ' Johnny Nelson w® defend his Eura- 
1 pean ones er weight title against 
Alexander Gurov on 16 December at 
a venue 22 ntfes from Chernobyl, the 
Ukrainian city which suffered nu- 
clear disaster in 1986. 

Cricket 

The Australian players' union have 
moved to end their row with the Aus- 
trafian Cricket Board over pay and 
conditions. The Austraten Cricketers' 
Association president Tim May has 
written to Dens Roger* the AC8 chair- 
man, seek ng a return to the negoti- 
ating tabie next week. 

Pakistani cricket selectors yesterday 

TODAY'S FIXTURES 


reappointed the all-rounder Wasim 
Akram to captain the national side and 
recaled wtdwtkBeper Rashid Latlf for 
a four-nation one-day tournament 
starting in Lahore on Saturday. Wasim 
reptocesSaeed Anwar after the left- 
hander's poor form faded to Iff Pak- 
istan In the three- Test senes won by 
South Afnca who won the last match 
in Falsa labad an Monday by 53 runs. 
PAKISTAN SQUAD (Fow nation, one-day 
toumomont. Lahore. Saturday): Vtesm 
Akram (catf). Soeed Anwar. Ajrrur Sofia! 
Shahd Airni. Laz Ahmad inzamam ii Hat; 
Mohammad Wasm, Mon Khan Rasnd Last 
Watjar'ioum AqiJ Jewed Azhai Matenootf. 
Saqlam f.tuiMaq Mohammad Huun 
The Kent treasurer Tony Levicfc wffl be 
the county's president next season 
Levick. 68. has served on the club 
commttee since 1974. 

ONE DAY MATCH (Ariel aide): Austraian 
Criclst Academy 297 tor 9 <50 overel: Aus- 
trail Xi 279 tor 9 (50 overs) Match bed. 

Eq uestrianism 
BRITISH HORSE TRIALS ASSOCIATION 
AWARDS: Tony Coflinga Memorial Tro- 
phy (loading rid« on potnta):MKngCol- 
Curia UgM Horae Trophy (loading hme): 
Cosmopolitan B ndaen try W Fo» Pnt Eriy 
Goldman Tr o phy (leading rider under.?!): 
P Friend. Martin Whttetey Trophy (lead- 
ing rider not ent Mod W mar Union Jack 
badge): C Rvan-BeB Horse Trials Support 
Group 1997 Scholarship: J Brat’cwS 
BKTA elected Board ot Directors M Area 
R Ctapham L Green. 6 Henson. J Header- 
ness-Hoddam. R Use. C Lana P Loehore. 0 
Rarfcet G FtowseU. J Seaman M Sfifcbe. 

Football 

Gil Ingham have been told lo pay an 
initial Craoooto Plymouth tor the de- 
fender Mark Patterson by a FbotbaU 
League conditional tribuial, with a fur- 
ther C 1 Q 0 OO payable after 10 . 20 and 
30 appearances. The Kent ctub wd 
decide today if they are to proceed 
with the deaL 

wolves have agreed a £500000 fee 
with Rangers tor the Scotland rred- 
fiekJor Ian Ferguson. 

Middlesbrough have signed 
Southampton's Ned Madtfison for 
£250000. 


Plymouth are giving a trial to the Ca- 
nadan international defender Mark 
Watson. The 27-year-old. formerly 
with Watford, currently plays for the 
Swedsh ctub Osiers Vaxjo. 
GifflngharriS Raul Smith has had his 
sendtog-ofl at Northampton on Oo- 
tober reduced to a caution after ref- 
eree Gumam Saigh was ashed to view 
video evidence 

Motherwell have imposed a He ban 
on a fan who assaulted Aberdeen 
keener Jim Leighton on Saarrday. Mar- 
tin Dfflon pleaded guilty n court to the 
assault- 
ive first-round draw for the Auto Wind- 
screens Sire Id wD take place on 
Thursday 20 November and wiS be 
broadcast Eve on Vrgn Radio be- 
tween 5pm and 530pm. The final wffi 
be staged a Wembley on Sunday 19 
April 

ITV have secured a sports broad- 
casting sponsorship deal with Vaux- 
haJL The car manufacturers have 
agreed to pay Km to back the chan- 
nels coverage cf the 1998 World Cup 
finals 

MONDAYS LATE RESULTS: FA Carflng 
Premiership: Leicester 3 West Ham l Dr 
Morton League Fin* round saeond log: 
Chclrrjlerd Cry 4 Ast^rrt "own i inffer cr- 
us r ire. Cftc. tc.'c rs an £-3 on aggregate i 
UntBond Loaguo Challenge Cup Second 
round: Asmon Uri ' fttiscm £ Ponflni 
league Prem ier Division: Liverpool 3 
Manchester U:d 2. Store C'Ty 0 PreSon 
Nor?: End 1 Firet Division: Ma n cf e say Gfy 
2 Fart Afri 2: Sj-Certard 1 V.'dves Z Sec- 
ond Division: l3i=r*n C-!y 4 HocnCaU £ 
Avon Ins uranc e Combination Rrat Divi- 
sion: Er-git y t Frama-T» Z t&tnai 
Glwisea 6. K:n»cfi C.!y 1 Luton Town Ci 
Spanish Le ag ue : Real Ma'-aru 0 Pool 
MadrdC 

Golf 

EUROPEAN SENIORS TOUR QUALIFY- 
ING SCHOOL (HarrialoL Ft) Leading 
nm-round sco rns (GB or Irl unless 
stated): Tim Pome 68 C Gartcnrsw lAut); 
TtFAweo '3=1. 72.; Doan 
M Sbto-. 73 5 3 Cre>- M HOyW. 74 

D McCari. „■ Cate [SpJ- 75 ' G.-=w» USl 
J Hudson T r*cCcwar. 3 .Vhttftead. K 
S»wmi The Dunes: 74 A Bwofcs, D 
OSuCnra.-*. J Oc-rB"S"i , e' Ke!M. 75 B 


SanCTy T Hapbt A O Connor 76 J Mc- 
Dermott K Magnusson [SweL J HaBweH R 
Stem (US): 77 M Hooper, M Nutlet M Crag 
R Lenddon (USL A QuOeuf (FrL G Mac- 
Donald I Carl 

SENIORS TOUR TEAM (lo play tho 
WPGA Tour, European Cup m Prate D'ai 
Rey, Portugal, 14-16 November): T Hor- 
ton [capu N RateWfe (Aus). A Gamdo |SpL 
9 Waites. J Rhodes, M Gregcon. J M 
ConcaresfSp) D Creamer. J Morgan M Be- 
mbndge 

Hockey 

ENGLAND SQUAD (Tour of Egypt next 
month): S Mason (Reading). D Lockes lE 
Gmsieadi. J Wyatt (Reivling!. J Halts 
(HDM1 B Waugh iSoum^Met A Humphrey 
iCorawcki 4 PtricockiCarvoc*!. B Sharpe 
(Cannock). B Crutch ley ( Cannock l M 
Kochar (Readoigi. C Mayer (Cannock] B 
Barnes (E Gnnsaradi R Garcia (HDMj. □ 
Woods (Soutiigaiei. □ Hall (GuddfordL C 
GHes iKwnS«ttertjndt A Simons iSoulh 
gate). B Garrard nwangtoni 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Montreal J Oncogo 2: Montreal ■» 
Chicago 2; San Joso2 New York Islanders: 
New Jersey 5 PWadeipha Q 

Motor racing 

Michael Schumacher could stfl claim 
honours in the final Champion Spark 
Plugs World OrnreT Rankinqs desplle 
losing the World Dnvers 1 ' Champ- 
onsrtp to Jacques ViReneuva Schu- 
macher, ranked above Videneuve 
because at more top TO fin^jas, fated 
to cinch the tm spot when he tid not 
complete the European Grand Pnx n 
Jerei 

LEADING CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS 
WORLD DRIVER RANKINGS: 1 M Schu- 
macher (Formua One) tXEpa. 2 J VI- 
leneuve (PormyKi Onel 957 3 j Gorton 
I NAS CAR) 9C3 4 A Tanardr (CARTl BS7. 
5 P =e b Roo iFomia Nepor.j 833- 6 D 
Jane: (NASCAR) 754. 7 G de Fwon (CWn 
7*1 : 8 H H F rertren (Formula Onel 633. 9 
A Menu (Bmsh 'cvfrrj CAni esn : to B 
Schneder iGreno Tom tig) 67a 

Rugby League 

Raid Alcheson. the Great Britan and 
Oldham full-back, has joined St 
Helens on a three-year contract. 
Atoheson. K. moved to te home town 


3 1 ball 

unloss stored 

ILD CUP 

OPEAN PLAY-OFFS FIRST LEG 
9v Ukraine (5J)| 


gKamr stadum. Zagreb) 
jury v Yugoslavia (7 JJ) - 
ft* Ul satburn. Budapest) 
of Irtfand v Batglum — 
tnadoumg Hoed. Oublni 
iki v Italy (5 JO) 


wno stadium, Moscow) 

INWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 

restar CRy v Crewa (7 AS) 

NO DIVISION 

dl v Bristol City (7.45) 

S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
DEH DIVISION 

i v DunfermthMi (7A5) 


LEAGUE OF WALES; Canrurmm v H*ier- 
lortweM. Conwy * Ccnoihs Quay, Pcrttv 
madog v Cjemarton iT45): Rhovadof v 
Cwmbran. YtetoMpod v Banggt C*ry 
FA CUP Fourth round qualifying re- 
plays: Sotted Eerougn v Stttyfcncige Cefikc 
Fomboiough i Bognor Regs 1 745): Wcfaech 
v Gloucester I745i 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE CUP First round 
saeond toep Erth and Belvedere v Si 
Laonarts StamcrcR (745*. Forest Green 
Rovers O) v MertRy- TydM <0) (745): W3 WSr- 
wa* HI v Sutton Coaiieki i£i: Trowhndge 
(3) V Saiisbtiry (3j. vs Rucby ill V Hnchiey 
Uta 13) (745L 

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE FuH Mom bora Cup 

Flrot round: Mousey v Vbrdwg 
UNIBOND LEAGUE First Dfviaion: =ars- 
icy Celle v WrrtOy Challenge Cup »OC- 
ond round: Boston Utd v EnHey. 
GaFistJtvough Trmrry , Mallocti: Vlfinsfort r 
Congiottn 


ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE CUP Second round: B&.-gr.am 
Svrrhcna v Saahar' Red Star. HcObjre * 

Alr^x-ic- Nc-t‘-2lerL:i V ETS’jr. Com- 
racei =-j^?vre v 'Isrrie. 

INTERUNK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: .■ Persrwe 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Cowman v 
BAPnanax-: v Tcror 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Pramtar Dt- 
waSon: Fodsewti *. Sadbjry Wmderers f745» 
SCREWFW DIRECT LEAGUE Promtar Di- 
lution: Zrerzl Manor Farm v ErcSngajn. 
tsunur- ■- =.de*crt :745V 
LWUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Firet 
DMPon: v L^Wsu^cftm Joh" 

O'Hara Laoguo Cup second round: Sac- 
da an v ca^c<ajme U» fTtEl 
PONTINS LEAGUE Premier DMPon: Bae*- 
buT . 7t: . urods v Assn VBa nc> 

i.Tf HTPsr ’ten; ’nor-v* Rwes v Dartre 
Css—, tc F&re DMreon: ‘4jth»"siiet3 » 
Barer f?'- jj<c«cr v Nets County (7&. 


UddUUb-ouqh •- GktoDv i ypi. VVfrtl 
BrmaitS] i. CcKmtry i70i Second DMsien: 

J Ramoriiam i7Cj. Eiurreey v 
Swriipor i ’ , 5 m: Ammari » ?nrfw^bLir\' 

(70. Yak *ar72*v iTT. umommiOi* 

y Chester (73C i Oonccster » Scarficrouqli 
(7!S: Sarttapn . Wgan <70: VttiHa* v New 
casBo (7£i 

AVON INSURANCE COUBSMATION Ftret 

Dfrislon: <, r^ntard «?t| Sunnfljn 

v Arsenal :riH. t.?m>nnam u t7ZS> 

fafLoysm C<ww 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: Tonga i7j0i 

Speedway 

CRAVEN SHIELD Final HrM leg: Kings 
Lyrei v Ccirrerv u<15l 
YOUNG SHIELD Find firei lor Long Eaum 
y E«c»r (745) 
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Yevgeny Kafelnikov sweeps to victory over his doubles 
partner, Daniel Vacek, in Paris yesterday Photograph: AFP 


who won bis first ATP title at 
Lyon two weeks ago, came 
through a gruelling error- 
strewn match against Magnus 
Larsson of Sweden. 


The 24-year-old now plays 
the No 14 seed and former 
Wimbledon champion Richard 
Krajicek of the Netherlands af- 
ter his 0-6, 64, 7-6 triumph. 


Pontypridd trio refused 
permission for Brive return 


Pontypridd Iasi night failed lo 
overturn a ban imposed on 
three of their players which 
prohibits them from setting 
foot in the Corrcze region of 
South West France, and there- 
fore Brive, for their Heinckcn 
European Cup play-off on 
Saturday. 

The trio. No 8 Dale Mc- 
Intosh, hooker Phil John and 
centre Andre Barnard face 
charges following an alleged in- 
cident in Le Bar Toulzac in 
Brive six weeks ago on Ponty- 
pridd's first visit there. Under 
French law Lhey cannot return 
to the region while inquiries 
are being carried out, unless 
they obtain an exemption cer- 
tificate, an application for 
which has been rejected. 

English rugby introduces 
the concept of the sin bin to ihc 
Altied Dunbar Premiership 
this weekend. Referees will 
fiourish a white triangle where 
they deem that a player is guilty 


of a technical offence, namely 
in the tackle (failing to release 
the ball or preventing its re- 
lease) and deliberately moving 
into an offside position. 

The sinners wiD be made to 
sit apart from the replace- 
ments' bench and a fourth of- 
ficial will be appointed by the 
home dub to monitor the 10 
minute period of exile. A sec- 
ond sin-bin offence will result 
in a sending-ofL 

The Ireland and Lfcms lock 
Jeremy Davidson is expected 
to miss the rest of this season 
after exploratoiy surgery 
revealed ruptured anterior 
cruciate ligaments in a knee. 
He will have another operation 
in four weeks. 

The Bath hooker Frederico 
Mendez is resting in his native 
Argentina after suffering a 
displaced vertebra in the up- 
per area of his back. He is ex- 
pected to return by Christmas. 

- David Llewellyn 


dub as a free agert after Ofctoam went 
into kjddatioa 

Rugby Union 

Neath have released three players, 
Frenchmen Thierry Devs raw and 
Fabrics LandsaJ together with fly-half 
Paul WOlams. 

Tiaan Strauss, the former South 
African rugby union rest forward has 
returned to the code after an stvit in 
rugby league Strauss, 31, played 15 
tests tor the Springboks between 1992 
and 1994 ana spent the pasttwo sea- 
son at the Sydney club Cronute. He 
has signed a contract with New 
South Wales. 

Snooker 

Domnc Dale, the Grand Prtx cham- 
pion. has leapt 40 places in the Em- 
bassy Weald Rankngs following his 
victory n Bournemouth on Sunday. 
The 25-year-oid Welshman, who beat 
John Hiqqtns 9-6 in the trial lo col- 
led the £60000 first price, is up to No 
ut 

LEADING WORLD RANKINGS: 1 S 
Hendry (Sco). 2 J Hggns iScoi 3 M Wflfcuro 
iWan: 4 K Dttert y (M: 5 H OSdWan (Eng): 

6 J Parrott (Enoi, 7 A Robdou- (Carl. B T 
Drago (Mai). 9^ BxJon (Eng); 10 N Bond 
i Engl 

Speedway 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Ytoung StiMd 
SomHtnoL second lag: Emhot U Road 
mg 37 Ew/ur wm X-B4 on aggregate 

Squash 

Jonah Barrington, the ox-British 
Open Champion, yesterday roskpied 
as coach to the Dutch Federation. 
TheSe-yoar-ott. who was under con- 
tract until the end at next year, re- 
fused to specify the reasons behind 
his decision, but wfl stay on as a 
youth talent-spotter and federation 1 
adviser. , 


Tennis 

COLOMBIAN OPEN (BOflOU) Monte firet 
round: DSangunMU (It) btG Banco 
34 7-6. J Bur*) (Sp) tx D Seda (to 
R VSErf* (Gr Rnrl HJA Marin (SpJ 7-5 6-1: 
V Sp-kJ9Q (US1 bi E HUcon I Call 6-1 6-1. U 
Taboos (Cal) M O Ogorodav (Uzbek) 5-7 6-3 
6-2 

PARIS INDOOR OPEN MEN'S TOURNA- 
MENT Firet round: F Santera (Fil bl M Lara- 
san (Sno) 66 6-4 76: T Wfoodbndgo (Aus) bt 
M I totram (S«e| 6-3 03. C Pkdna (Fr| bt L 
Hour I Ft) 6-2 6-4. M Goo*w (Gor) bt A Pgr- 
la-. (Sp) 6-3 5-7 6-3: M Gurvnfeson (Swa) bt 
U Damn (Cw) 76 5-7 6-4. A CJemcnl |Fi) M 
M Haunt ISwU) 5-7 62 6-» Saeond round: 
YKaW*™|RmibtDYw* iC; Rcipi6i6t'. 
J BtC* knon (Sum) bl T Johamson (Svm) 63 
67 76 


(Sp) 6-2 
7-5 61; 


Winners and losers 
in new world of 
professional rugby 


ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON RUGBY 


The first division of the Al- 
lied Dunbar Premiership is 
dearly going to affect the 
Five Nations' Championship 
and, indeed, world rugby. 
What is less clear is what 
those effects will be. 

The consequence of pro- 
fessionalism so far has been 
that the centre of rugby 
gravity in the British Isles has 
shifted towards London. 
Thau after all, is where the 
money is. You do not up to 
he a fully paid-up Marxist lo 
acknowledge that the players 
will go where the cash is most 
abundant. 

Newcastle are an aberrant 
case. Twenty years ago, under 
the name of Gosforth, they 
enjoyed a run of success in 
what was then the John Play- 
er Cup. "Where exactly," 
Metropolitan aficionados 
would ask, “is Gosforth?” 
Newcastle arc flourishing to- 
day, top of the First Division 
with Saracens, not because of 
a revival of any glorious past 
but because Sir John Hall de- 
cided he wanted a rugby 
team in his native city who 
were as highly regarded as Ihe 
football team. 

And who would have pre- 
dicted, only five years ago. 
that Saracens would be a 
more formidable outfit than 
Swansea or Llanelli? Until 
now, they were not even a 
properly established dub and 
they might have gone the 
same way as, say, Esher or 
Stxeaih am -Croydon. Admit- 
tedly they had managed to 
avoid that fate well before the 
arrival of the millionaire 
Nigel Wray but the conse- 
quential arrival of Philippe 
Sella. Michael Lynagh and 
Francois Pienaar has pushed 
them to the top, though none 
of these gentlemen is exactly 
in the first flush of youth. 

Richmond have suffered 
a long periud of decline hut 
today, with 1 J internationals 
(the majority of them non- 
English ) they are third in the 
lable. Their sugar daddy is 
Ashley Level t, who made a 
lot of money through some 
complicated and adventur- 
ous operations in (he cupper 
market. 

I do not want to speculate 
about whether Hull. Levett. 


Wray and others like them 
will lose their enthusiasm for 
the game and whether, or in 
what form, the structure will 
survive if they do. The con- 
centration of leading clubs in 
England, and particularly in 
London, will continue for the 
immediate future. 

My paradoxical conclu- 
sion is that, while the general 
slandard of play in the Five 
Nations will rise, this will be 
at the expense of the coun- 
tries involved. 

England will suffer be- 
cause the first choice teams 
in the top division are in- 
creasingly composed of non- 
English players. Playing for 
Leicester against Bath last 
Saturday, Joel Slransky was 
in a class apart. If the South 
Africans had picked him 
against the Lions they would 
almost certainly have won the 
series on his place-kicking 
alone. 

Thierry Lacroix of Har- 
lequins is almost as effective 
though not such a polished 
performer. That point is that 
Slransky and Lacroix arc 
keeping out of their sides 
players, perhaps unknown, 
who might resolve England's 
difficulties at oulsidc-half. 

Let us now look at the po- 
sition from the point of view 
not of England but of the 
countries that are. increas- 
ingly, supplying the leading 
English clubs with players. 

Scotland has always had 
a kind of accommodation 
with the English dubs. So. 
also has Ireland, the more so 
in recent seasons. Indeed, it 
may become more conve- 
nient to hold Ireland's train- 
ing sessions at London Irish 
or even at Stansted airport. 

My native land is differ- 
ent. It is jealous of its clubs 
and its players. The Welsh 
have a long history of unjustly 
disregarding players who 
turn out for English dubs, 
unless that dub happened to 
be London Welsh. 

This chauvinistic altitude 
will deariy have to change, if 
it has not changed already. 
Seven members of ihe cur- 
rent Welsh pack could be se- 
lected from English dubs: 
John Davies, Craig and Scott 
Quinncll and Barry Williams, 
from Richmond, Nathan 
Thomas and Richard Webs- 
ter from Bath and Gareth 
Llewellyn from Harlequins. 

Ieuan Evans, now of 
Bath, may or may not play 
another international sea- 
son. Allan Bateman, of Rich- 
mond. is a certainly. 

Welsh dub rugby will 
never be the same. There 
may even have lo be atma- 
gumaiionsbui there is. I am 
afraid, no point in resisting 
the shift of power to England 
generally and London 
particularly. 


TODAYS NUMBER 


850m 

The number of dollars 
[£5ia6m] earned by For- 
mula One Holdings, the 
company which runs the 
sport, for the season just 
frished - mainly from tele- 
vision tights The teams re- 
ceive 47 per cent of profte 
whfle Michael Schumach- 
er's share was S6J5m 
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Maui the merrier: Republic of Ireland players celebrate victory in a training match yesterday as they prepare for tonight’s Work! Cup match Photograph: Ross Klnnaird/Allsport 


Republic look to veterans for inspiration 


The Republic of Ireland 
meet Belgium at 
Lansdowne Road this 
evening in the first leg of 
their World Cup play- 
off. Glenn Moore assesses 
the mood in Dublin. 


Even 1 morning, even' day, Tony 
Cascarino is reminded of the 
World Cup. As a footballer 
playing in France, he can hard- 
ly avoid it- 

Unfortunately Cascarino 
does not relish being remind- 
ed about World Cups. His ex- 
perience of the last two is 
unremittingly grim. In Italy he 
was dropped after the second 
game. In the United States he 
did not even play, having been 
injured before the finals began. 

The prospect, therefore, of 
spending the next eight months 
being bombarded with World 
Cup hype, without having the 
chance to rewrite his personal 


tournament history, is not 
something to dwell on. It could 
even encourage the Nancy strik- 
er to pursue Wimbledon's re- 
cent interest. 

First Cascarino. against even 
his own expectation, has the 
chance to make amends. Tonight 
he will lead the Republic of Ire- 
land’s attack in their World Cup 
play-off first leg with Belgium. 

After five goals in his last four 
hours international football, 
Cascarino is one behind Frank 
Stapleton’s 20-goai Irish record 
It is not something that seemed 
likely when he missed a good 
chance at a crucial stage of Ire- 
land’s last play-off, before Euro 
96, against Ihe Netherlands. 

“I never though 1 Tdbe in this 
situation,” he said yesterday. 
“I’m hoping this will be third 
time lucky. The World Cup in 
Italy destroyed me. I had a 
move to Villa which was not the 
best, and in Italy I was left out 
early on and it took me a long 
time to get my confidence back. 


Then in America I was injured 
Being in France, seeing the 
preparations, is an incentive. 
Now I want to be able to show 
a few people what I can do.” 

Cascarino’s career has en- 
joyed a revival since his move to 
France. With Marseilles, then 
Nancy, his ability, always greater 
than he was given credit for, has 
blossomed “It’s my fourth sea- 
son in France and I've enjoyed 
being there. It’s given me a long 
new lease of life, scoring goals 
has given me confidence and the 
Style of play may have made me 
a better player - you never see 
any direct football there. Tm 
now more aware of what I need 
to do as a footballer.” 

Like the other Irish veterans 
- Ray Houghton, also 35, and 
Andy Tbwnsend, 34 — Cascarino 
has an important role in a team 
which has only one player, 28- 
year-old Steve Staunton at his 
peak. Shay Given (21), Ian Harte 
(20) and David Connolly (20) 
represent the other extremes in 


a side which is still developing. 

“It is getting there” added 
Cascarino. “Wte can get closer to 
the team we were from *90 
wh en we had good players and 
were difficult to beat We have 
good players coming through 
and hopefully it can continue.’' 
The young talent extends to the 
team which finished third in the 
recent World Youth Champion- 
ship and beyond. 

The success, in terms of 
profile and income, of the Jack 
Charlton era has led to a foot- 
ball boom in Ireland and Mick 
McCarthy, the coach, recognises 
the importance of Warid Cup 
qualification to maintaining it. 
"The reason the game is boom- 
ing is because of the perfor- 
mance of the national side, lb 
keep that profile we must keep 
winning 3nd keep qualifying? he 
said. Not that McCarthy ap- 
pears to feel the pressure. He 
looked so relaxed yesterday he 
almost slid under the table 
(nothing to do with the black 


stuff) and threatened to limbo 
under it “This is something to 
look forward to, it is a great 
game to be involved in,” he said. 

His team is chosen but 
unann ounced- Speculation con- 
cerns one place which is be- 
tween Alan McLoughlin, Jeff 
Kenna, Kenny Cunningham, 
and Townsend. Jason McA- 
teer, whose club form has 
dipped, is unlikely to play. 

Ten of the Irish squad are on 
a yellow card and will miss the 
second leg, on 15 November, if 
they are booked tonight. Mc- 
Carthy has not given them spe- 
cial instructions. “I just tell 
them ‘Don’t get booked for 
petulance, stupidity, retaliation.’ 
But you have to compete, have 
to put your foot in. Fd sooner 
have someone go into a tackle 
and get booked than pufl out 
and the ball’s in our net.” 

The Belgians have named a 
“probable” team, but McCarthy 
would not be surprised if it 
changed with GOles de Bride’s 


“thi gh injury* clearing up. They 
are definitely missing Philippe Al- 
bert (retired), Enzo Sctfo and 
Lorenzo Stadens (both injured) 
and their coach Georges 
Leetoens has pronounced Ireland 
“red hot favourites”. 

“Has he?" said McCarthy. 
“It's all nonsense, all propa- 
ganda. We would be favourite 
at home, they should be 
favourites at their home. Ids im- 
portant not to concede goals 
but if we win and concede it's 
still a win." It could well be that 
no-one concedes but, whatev- 
er the result, the tie is unlike- 
ly to be settled tonight. 
RBvaucoFmajuiD ftmMfe *^sj: a* 
«t (NhMcasfl* UW): Kanm (Bad&vrf. Cub- 
nktfnto (IMmMMori). tfcrt* loads U&a »r**i 
IMancftmter UM); G KoRy tlMCb UttQ, 
Tbrnmeui VkUMomuifil HouffimntPmO- 
kxa StauAoa (MW V^; Cncartm 
ConnoRy FnyonoaKft. . . • 

BELGIUM ( 4 * 4 - 3 : D* Wldt (Sporting Usbanfc 

Gonna* V»a WWr (Mona), Vidwrfc 

{Hausml Vs i all M Uni (Qww Sanm); 
BOOH (MBC4V0n te Bat [BiugW), Wlmrti 
(Sctnfai t>q Vhn KarcWxj'ran (Uwao); Om BBcJa 

(psv BKtaoi} a Qdoww (Hew* o* «■ 
tpsv Bndhowty 

McCarthy Happy with his 

finishing quality, page 28 


Zola given cold shoulder by Maldini in favour of Ravanelli 


Winter in Moscow has proved 
a formidable opponent to the 
most ambitious of leaders and 
the Russian capital may yet 
prove the site of Cesare 
Maldini’s undoing. 

The coach - charged with 
advancing Italy to the Wbrld 
Cup in France via a two-legged 
play-off against Russia - has al- 
ready experienced failure there 
as a player, when a 2-0 defeat 
in 1963 kept Italy out of the 


European Championship. On 
subsequent visits in 1975 and 
1991, Italy also failed to score 
against tbe Soviet Union. 

"There’s a first time for 
everything,” mused Cesare 
Maldini as he announced a re- 
vised striking partnership for 
tonight's first leg with that very 
aim in mind. Recalled is the for- 
mer Middlesbrough striker 
Fhbrizio Ravanelli, aow at Mar- 
seilles. who will partner Chris- 


tian Vieri in attack. Chelsea’s 
Gianfranco Zola and Alessan- 
dro del Piero will be on foe sub- 
stitutes' bench. 

Maldini says Zola is not ful- 
ly fit and named all but one of 
the team for tonight, with ei- 
ther the Juventus defender 
Gianluca Pessotto, Lazio mid- 
fielder Diego Fuser or Parma 
striker Enrico Chiesa set to fill 
the remaining vacancy. 

Zola’s Chelsea team-mate. 


the midfielder Roberto Di Mat- 
tea, returns to tbe side after be- 
ing suspended against England 
earlier this month, while Mal- 
dini will make his final team se- 
lection according to how the 
Russian team line up. Paolo 
Maldini passed a fitness test on 
Ibesday and will captain Italy. 

Ravanelli. who last scored 
for Italy in last year’s 1-0 win 
over Georgia, will be ham- 
pered by the snow that hit 


Moscow this week and may fall 
again tonight- “The weather 
will be our ally ” tbe Russia 
coach, Boris Ignatiev, yesterday. 

Maldini senior is all too 
aware that it was goalless draws 

in Poland, Georgia and this 
month in Rome against Eng- 
land that set up this nerve- 
wracking deader. 

“I wouldn't settle for a 0-0 
result because it would be bet- 
ter to score an away goal,” he 


said, wary of Russia scoring in 
Naples on 15 November. 

Ravanelli said: “We have to 
win. Anything else is useless.” 
Useless indeed. The I talians 
have appeared at every World 
Cup finals since 195S, a fact that 
will weigh heavily cm them. 

RUSSIA (pmbobta): 

Tfchcnou, KaneftUib; Kolywns* Ylran. 

AfaaUrt torano*. Vtert, 
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Tuesdays Solution 



HBKIQQ UHBfiJEQl20H 
Q id ID Q 

imiuaaiauHu uuueq 
hi q a b m a 
UULdUU UUIlUhlUUUlld 
H 

UL2ULHJLJU LimidHaUlil 
UldHUBtdtJtS 

bqujquhh tmamuiau 


ACROSS 23 

I Stock indication of a 

tenor, we hear(8) 24 

5 Glimmering? There will 
be wild gale before 25 

morning! (6) 

9 Popular writer to sign 26 
his book, thus (8) 

10 Feeling of sympathy for 27 
father, Thomas Short 

( 6 ) . 

II Information on spa re- 
sort is a gas (8) I 

12 One should delete sec- 
tion of soap-opera serial 2 

14 ^pe of nettle in porce- 3 
lain pot (5,5) 

18 Current needed to show 4 
light (7-3) 

22 Strain of Severn man- 6 

agement? (6) 


In a fine finish, one may 
contain Sussex (8) 

W3d region to pass over 
(6) 

This should preserve se- 
cret — OoJ it's out! (8) 
Packing that may blow 
in a heap? (6) 

Head injury, opening, 
needs sticking (8) 


DOWN 

Curse, having bowled 
without weight (6) 
Inventor comes up with 
whistle, finally (2-4) 
Small-minded quarrel 
after noon (6) 

Menu of the bloated, 
possibly? (5-5) 

Happy with papers, Sun- 
day best? (4,4) 


7 Jolly ancient letter- 
opener (8) 

8 Suspicion of concision 
after condensation (8) 

13 Eden garden, turned 
over, was put at risk 

15 Lnart link with ruler (8) 

16 Tolerating son’s orienta- 
tion? (S) 

17 How players get ready 
for the night (8) 

19 Scandinavian money un- 
der tree on the beach 
( 6 ) 

20 Abstract form (o) 

23 Rowing, respiratory in- 
fection needs medalist 
department (6) 


End of an era as Smith 
prepares to take new role 


Walter Smith has helped 
Rangers continue their 
dominance of Scottish 
football for the past 
decade. David MdQnney 
reports on bis move 
away from management 
and outlines his possible 
replacements 


Rangers have drawn up a list of 
contenders for the manager’s 
position at Ibrox after Wdter 
Smith yesterday confirmed to 
an emotional group of share- 
holders that he will relinquish 
the reins at the end of the sea- 
son. He was given a standing 
ovation at the club’s AGM, and 
his departure will end one of the 
most successful periods in the 
club's history. 

Smith presided over six 
championship victories and six 
cups and now hopes to lead the 
club to a world record 10th suc- 
cessive title before he takes on 
a new role at Ibrox. His deci- 
sion to stand down was arrived 
at in the summer and discussed 
with David Murray, the chair- 
man, before the recent Uefa 
Cup tie against Strasbourg, 
which Rangers lost. 

Smith accepted be may have 
lost his edge. “There were 


pressures on players which led 
to difficulties on the European 
scene,” he said. “That to me has 
been a disappointment 

“However, I felt a lot of 
pressure on tbe players came 
from me ns manager. 1 felt after 
Strasbourg I was starting to 
become a problem with the 
players." 

Confirming that there is a 
place for Smith at Rangers the 
chairman said: “Loyalty is a big 
thing to me and no one has 
been more loyal than Waller. 
He’s become one of the 
Rangers' greats and be has 
delivered success to the dub ” 

In keeping with tradition. 
Smith’s portrait will be bung in 
tbe manager’s office along with 
every other manager in the 
dub’s history and when he has 
time to reflect Smith can be 
happy with bis own contribu- 
tion, the only black spot being 
his record in European com- 
petition, in which Rangers have 
persistently failed to live up to 
their promise. 

“We won’t make any 
announcement of a new 
manager until the New Year but 
we'll make sure the new man is 
well in place before the end of 
the season," Murray said. 

The Finland coach Richard 
Moller-Nielsen is being linked 
with the job. His son. Tommy, 


is already on the coaching staff 
at Ibrox and he has already 
indicated he would consider it 
an honour to be offered the job. 

Other names being men- 
tioned include George Graham, 
Terry Venables and Bobby Rob- 
son as well as Graeme Souness, 
tbe former manager. There is 
no doubt the job is one for 
someone of character and 
stature who will be able to 
appreciate the huge demands 
of supporters who have become 
used to constant success. Even 
given his record, there has 
been criticism of Smith from tbe 
tans this season. 

His departure will inevitably 
lead to speculation over the 
future of Paul Gascoigne and 
Brian Laudrup. The two have 
been hugely influential players 
during the Smith era, with Gas- 
coigne publicly praising his 
manager last weekend The 
midfielder has promised to 
stay at Rangers in the meantime 
but his feelings could change 
when 3 new man is appointed. 

Laudrup was subject to an 
offer from Ajax in the summer 
and decided to stay in Glasgow 
only after the personal inter- 
vention of Murray. 

Those two, as well as mem- 
bers of the coaching staff, might 
now move on as Rangers look 
forward to a new era. 
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Schumacher 

admits to error 
but not intent 


Despite an apparent 
lack of contrition, 
Michael Schumacher 
yesterday denied he 

was trying to force 

Jacques Villeneuve off 

the track at Jerez on 

Sunday, calling his 
actions an error of 
judgement. But, writes 

OrtheririeRtey, he would 

say that, wouldn’t he? 


-It was wrong. In the cir- 

. t nver-reactea 

because I was ctetf to 
keep my posit' 00 ' I am 

San U J 

mate X W *“ ,eara 


Following Monday’s an- 
nouncement by FIA, motor 
sport’s governing body, that 
Michael Schumacher would 
have to explain his actions in 
Jerez to them next month, the 
German driver yesterday ad- 
mitted today he was to blame 
for the collision with Jacques 
Villeneuve during Sunday’s 
Grand Prix of Europe. 

However, Schumacher 

denied he deliberately nied 
to force VDleneuve off the 
track as the Canadian went 
to overtake him on lap 48. 

Schumacher's Ferrari 
ended up beached in tb e 
gravel and despite a heavy 
knock to the side of his 

WflHams-Renault, Villeneuve 

mana ged to continue and 
finish third to take the drivers’ 
title. 

“I made a mistake,” Schu- 
macher admitted at Ferrari s 
Maranello headquarters in 
Italy yesterday. “I did not 
think it would be possible for 
him to do an overtaking 
manoeuvre af that point 

“I was really, realty sur- 
prised. I obviously made the 
wrong judgement and a 
wrong manoeuvre, which put 
me out of the race. I made 
the wrong reaction and won’t 
do it again. Initially, I 
thought it was Jacques' fault 
that I was out of the race. 

“If I took someone out of 
the race, it would be obvious. 
It does not make you a 
champion - it just makes you 
look stupid. 
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Open 


Your mainframe has gone to meet its 
maker. Now you have open systems, 
client/server architecture, distributed 
processing - call it what you wit 

It works. But now there are 300 
budding IT Directors on the network 
doing their own thing. And it's your job 
to manage it 


View 


Hewlett-Packard's OpenView is a suite 
of toots that works as your eyes and 


— ua yuur eyes ana 
ears on the network. OpenView can 
also distribute software, reduce 
System hnHionoAiM , r- 


~ sonware, reduce 

system bottlenecks and fit faults. 
What’s more, it looks after multiple 

Dlatforms rncHi lHiru-f i iMrv/ . . ~ 


7” woks after mu 

platforms, including UNIX and NT. 

Prevent your -Open- dream becoming 
your worst nightmare. Call to arrange a 
Visit to our rntomwV. O. B . 


lu ^"Utwre. to arrange a 

visit to our Enterprise Computing 
Centre to see OpenView in action * 
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^ To*, the Ferrari 
team manager, baAed fos 
driver, saying: "Michaelh^ 
exceptional performances 
this season. Ferran is et> 
happy to have a driver tike 
foan d we hope to have 
him for several more years. 

“We did better than ex- 
pected this year. I wish we 
can win the world title in 
1998 — a Q d without colli- 
sions," Todt added wryly 

Despite the widespread 
criticism Schumacher was Q 

cheered bv Ferrari mechan- 
ics and workers as be visited 

the factory. . . . 

He was delighted by bis 
reception at Maranello. but 
admitted - perhaps naivety, 
perhaps arrogantly - to being 
somewhat surprise by the 
hostility to his mistake in the 
press. **I have been 
misjudged by media very 
often - there was some over- 

reaction,” he said. 

Although Villeneuve has 
publicly stated he believed 
the German deliberately 
tried to run him off the road. 
Schumac her was in expansive 
mood about his rival, saving 
he “proved a good fighter, a 
good contender. We had 
some beers together Sunday 
night, and I congratulated 
him. I see no problem in our 
relations for the next season.” 

He was not quite so 
generous about Damon Hill, 
however, saying Sunday’s 
accident was not like to their 
controversial collision in Ade- 
laide three years ago. which 
clinched his first world title. 

“There are no similari- 
ties,” Schumacher said. 
“Damon was nowhere near 
as inside as Jacques. There- 
fore you can still defend 
your position, and I am sure 
Damon is aware of this. “ 
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